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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2025 - 6:30 P.M. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

110 N. POPLAR STREET, WEST BRANCH, IOWA 
Council Quorum May Be Present 

 
https://zoom.us/j/5814699699 or  

dial in phone number 1-312-626-6799 with Meeting ID 581 469 9699 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
1. Call to Order  
2. Roll Call   
3. Approve Consent Agenda/Move to action. 
 a. Approve minutes from the July 23, 2025 meeting. 
4. Non-Consent Agenda. /Move to action. 

a. Review and approve an awning design permit from Izzy’s Treasures , 105 S. 
Downey Street. / Move to action. 

b. Review and approve a sign installation for Ensell Properties, 101 W Main Street. / 
Move to Action. 

5.  Comments from Commission Members  
6. Next regular Historic Preservation Commission meeting; Wednesday, January 21, 2025 
7.  Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/


West Branch Historic Preservation Commission 
Wednesday, July 23, 2025 
City Council Chambers, 110 North Poplar Street 
 
Commission Members Present: Peggy Hermann, John Fuller, Lou Picek, Liz Seiberling 
 
City Staff Present: Adam Kofoed, City Administrator 
 
Public Present: John Prowler, Sally Peck, Mike Jones, Kenny Villhauer 
 

1. Call to Order. 
2. Roll Call.  
3. Approve Consent Agenda: 

a. Approve minutes from the May 21, 2025 meeting. 
i. Moved by: Liz Seiberling 

ii. Seconded by: John Fuller 
iii. All ayes. The motion carries 

4. Non-Consent Agenda: 
a. Review and approve awning design permit from The Down Under, 102 W. Main 

Street. 
i. It was noted that the overhang aligns with the railing. 

ii. The building owner wishes for the awning to have posts with concern of wind 
uplift.   

iii. The committee reviews for compliance with the historic district: colors, size, 
etc. 

iv. The next step will be going through Main Street design committee.  
v. Moved by: John Fuller 

vi. Seconded by: Peggy Hermann 
vii. All ayes. The motion carries 

5. Comments from The City: 
a. Adam and Dana will be working together to set up the non-profit for Traveller’s Rest. 
b. Cedar/Johnson is 20% complete, with anticipated completion in October.  
c. I-80 will be complete around the end of August. The City has been in contact with 

the DOT to ensure highway accidents are routed differently.  
d. The City is asking the Comprehensive Study associates to look at ways to reduce 

truck (semi and agricultural) traffic through the tow. 
e. Gazebo: Main Street are working with a contractor to restore the gazebo, with 

anticipation that it would be completed by next year.  
f. Heritage Square: The City is trying to reconstruct the sidewalk and main intersection 

(Main and Downey) ahead of work at Heritage park so not to potentially disturb the 
improvements.  

6. Next Regular Meeting: Wednesday, October 15, 2025 at 6:30pm 
7. Adjourn 

a. Moved by: Lou Picek 
b. Seconded By: John Fuller 
c. All ayes. The motion carries 



Email *

izzystreasureswb@gmail.com

Izzy's Treasures

DESIGN APPROVAL / SIGN PERMIT
APPLICATION
This form is required for all exterior signage or facade work in the Main Street West Branch Downtown District, 
per City of West Branch code of ordinances. 

**REVIEW THE MAIN STREET IOWA RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SIGNS, AWNINGS 
& LIGHTING TO HELP ENSURE YOUR APPLICATION’S APPROVAL.**

APPROVAL STEPS: Please allow 30 days.

1. Complete and submit the form below. 
a. MSWB will vet the application through the Historic Preservation Commission if the property is in the 
Historic Preservation District or Planning & Zoning Commission if required.
b. Applications not in alignment with MSI Design Standards and overall aesthetic goals of the downtown 
district will be returned to the applicant with a complete explanation of changes necessary for alignment.

2. Review by the City Administrator and Historic Preservation Chair.
a. Applications not in compliance with City of West Branch ordinances will be returned to the applicant 
with a complete explanation of changes necessary for compliance.

3. Upon receipt of the application and approval from all above, the City will issue a permit to authorize 
installation. The permit fee shall be $10.00, payable to the City of West Branch.

Business Name: *



105 South Downey St

Manda Frauenholz-Brown

Manda Frauenholz-Brown

307 N 6th St

izzystreasureswb@gmail.com

3193256486

Business Street Address: *

Applicant Name:

Applicant Name: *

Applicant Permanent Address: *

Applicant Email  Address: *

Applicant Phone Number: *



Yes

No

IMG_4236 - Man…

Sign Applied to Facade

Project / Blade Sign

Fixed Post Sign

Awning or Canopy

Other:

Do you own the building? *

If you do not own the property where you intend to complete this project you must attach a letter from
the owner expressing permission for this project.

Add file

Type of Project:  Select all that apply *



Green striped Aw… Solid Green Awni…

I would like to replace the awning using a solid green color (5e9037). This is one of the main colors in my 
brand design. I have included two pictures as I could not get what I needed from both. I am only 
replacing the lower big awning. Roger has not indicated he is changing the top awnings. I have spoken 
with Sears Awning and have an estimate from them to replace only the fabric and not the metal 
underneath. 

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Attach a detailed rendering of the proposed sign, awning or facade work. Including:
● Dimensions and placement on the building/property.
● Illustrated drawing or mock-up of completed project
● Color samples / specifications

*

Add file

Provide a detailed description of the proposed sign, awning or facade work. Including:
● Dimensions and exact placement on the building/property
● Colors used
● Illumination method (if applicable)
● Type of Materials

*

Other notes or details you'd like to share with the review committees:

 Forms





Email *

EnsellPropertiesLLC@gmail.com

Ensell Properties LLC

DESIGN APPROVAL / SIGN PERMIT
APPLICATION
This form is required for all exterior signage or facade work in the Main Street West Branch Downtown District, 
per City of West Branch code of ordinances. 

**REVIEW THE MAIN STREET IOWA RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SIGNS, AWNINGS 
& LIGHTING TO HELP ENSURE YOUR APPLICATION’S APPROVAL.**

APPROVAL STEPS: Please allow 30 days.

1. Complete and submit the form below. 
a. MSWB will vet the application through the Historic Preservation Commission if the property is in the 
Historic Preservation District or Planning & Zoning Commission if required.
b. Applications not in alignment with MSI Design Standards and overall aesthetic goals of the downtown 
district will be returned to the applicant with a complete explanation of changes necessary for alignment.

2. Review by the City Administrator and Historic Preservation Chair.
a. Applications not in compliance with City of West Branch ordinances will be returned to the applicant 
with a complete explanation of changes necessary for compliance.

3. Upon receipt of the application and approval from all above, the City will issue a permit to authorize 
installation. The permit fee shall be $10.00, payable to the City of West Branch.

Business Name: *



101 W Main st, West Branch

Lindsay Klein

Lindsay Klein

608 Sullivan St

lindzoklein@gmail.com

3195418369

Business Street Address: *

Applicant Name:

Applicant Name: *

Applicant Permanent Address: *

Applicant Email  Address: *

Applicant Phone Number: *



Yes

No

Sign Applied to Facade

Project / Blade Sign

Fixed Post Sign

Awning or Canopy

Other:

Do you own the building? *

If you do not own the property where you intend to complete this project you must attach a letter from
the owner expressing permission for this project.

Add file

Type of Project:  Select all that apply *



7EDD11FB-AE6D…

Signage Description – 101 W Main Street

Dimensions & Placement:
The proposed signage is a projecting, multi-tenant directory sign mounted at the corner of the building at 
the main entrance (101 W Main Street, West Branch, IA). The sign extends outward from the facade and 
is secured with a decorative wrought-iron bracket system anchored into mortar joints to prevent damage 
to the brick. The sign consists of one primary header panel (“101 W Main”) and four tenant panels below 
it (“Fulwider Agency, Inc.”, “SILT Sustainable Land Trust”, “Froese Enterprises”, and “Office Space 
Available”). The bottom edge of the sign maintains clear pedestrian clearance above the sidewalk per 
city safety standards.

Colors:
The sign uses a classic black-and-cream color scheme for high visibility and historical compatibility with 
the building’s brick facade and downtown character. The background is a light cream/white tone, while 
all lettering, borders, and the decorative bracket system are painted black. Tenant logos (e.g., SILT leaf 
graphic, Fulwider logo) are incorporated in their original brand colors but kept minimal for uniformity.

Illumination Method:
The sign will not include internal illumination. A single small, black, gooseneck-style external light fixture 
is mounted above the sign to direct soft, downward-facing light onto the lettering, ensuring visibility at 
night while avoiding light spill onto the street or neighboring properties.

Attach a detailed rendering of the proposed sign, awning or facade work. Including:
● Dimensions and placement on the building/property.
● Illustrated drawing or mock-up of completed project
● Color samples / specifications

*

Add file

Provide a detailed description of the proposed sign, awning or facade work. Including:
● Dimensions and exact placement on the building/property
● Colors used
● Illumination method (if applicable)
● Type of Materials

*



Materials:
• Panels: High-density, rigid composite signboard (aluminum composite or equivalent) for 

durability and weather resistance.
• Lettering: Vinyl lettering/graphics with UV protection to prevent fading.
• Bracket System: Powder-coated steel/wrought iron, designed to support the sign’s weight and 

withstand wind loads.
• Chains/Braces: Top and bottom stabilizer chains or brackets will be installed to reduce swinging 

and improve stability in windy conditions.
• The sign’s letter size (approx. 6–8 inches for primary tenant names) ensures readability from W 

Main Street traffic. 
Overall Sign Dimensions

• Total height (all panels + header): about 8–9 feet tall
• Total width: 30–36 inches (fits proportionally under the wrought iron bracket and projects nicely 

from the corner)

⸻

Individual Panel Dimensions
1. Header Panel (“101 W Main”)
• Height: 16–18 inches
• Width: 30–36 inches
• Letter height: 8 inches for maximum street visibility
2. Tenant Panels (Fulwider, SILT, Froese Enterprises, Office Space Available)
• Height: 12–14 inches each
• Width: 30–36 inches (to match header for uniformity)
• Letter height: 6–7 inches (easy to read at a distance)

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Other notes or details you'd like to share with the review committees:

 Forms
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