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CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
MONDAY, JUNE 2, 2025 - 7:00 P.M. 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 110 N. POPLAR ST., WEST BRANCH, IOWA 

 
https://zoom.us/j/5814699699 

or dial in phone number 1-312-626-6799 with Meeting ID 581 469 9699. 
 

1. Call to order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  
3. Roll call 
4. Welcome 
5. Approve Agenda. /Move to action. (This is the time to approve the agenda as presented or amend the 

agenda (such as tabling items). Amendments or changes to the agenda require a motion, second and a 
full council vote. 

6. Approve Consent Agenda/Move to action. 
a. Approve minutes from the May 19, 2025 City Council meeting. 
b. Approve the appointment of Christine Humrichouse to the Library Board of Trustees, term 

expiration June 30, 2028. 
c. Approve a Class B Retail Alcohol License for Parkside BP, 401 Parkside Drive, West 

Branch.  
d. Approve a Class E Retail Alcohol License for Maverik 5079 (formerly Kum & Go #254), 

620 S. Downey St., West Branch.  
e. Approve an Iowa Retail Cigarette/Tobacco/Nicotine/Vapor permit for FY26 – Update for 

Kum & Go #254 rebranding to Maverik 5079. 
f. Approve a 5-day Class C Retail Alcohol license, with outdoor service for Hazelhasky 

LLC (dba Herb & Lou’s) for June 14, 2025 (in conjunction with Summer Kickoff 2025)  
g. Approve a Special Event Permit for Hoover’s Hometown Days 2025 (includes temporary 

street closures) 
h. Approve a Special Class C Retail Alcohol (BW), 5-day license for the West Branch 

Firefighters Inc. (in conjunction with Hoover’s Hometown Days 2025). 
i. Approve the Monthly Financial Report for April 2025. 
j. Approve Claims for June 2, 2025. 

7. Presentations/Communications/Open Forum  
8. Public Hearings/Non-Consent Agenda 

a. Public Hearing – Regarding the Proposed Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and Restated 
West Branch Urban Renewal Plan. 

b. Public Hearing – on the proposed Amendment to Chapter 165 of the West Branch Code of 
Ordinance. 

c. Second Reading Ordinance 828 – Amending Chapter 18 – City Clerk. / Move to action. 
d. First Reading Ordinance 829 - Amending Chapter 165 of the Code of Ordinances by 

incorporating Residential Livability Flexible Front Yard Allowances. / Move to action. 
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e. First Reading Ordinance 830 - Amending Chapter 41 of the Code of Ordinances 
Regarding Fireworks. / Move to action. 

f. Resolution 2025-58 - Setting salaries for appointed officials and employees of the City of 
West Branch, Iowa for Fiscal Year 2026. / Move to action.  

g. Resolution 2025-59 - Approving the annual maintenance agreement for Information 
Technology support with Mainstay Systems of Iowa LLC. / Move to action. 

h. Resolution 2025-60 - Approving the annual subscription agreement with Tyler 
Technologies, Inc. in the amount of $24,148.41. / Move to action.  

i. Resolution 2025-61 – Approving an Agreement for solid waste and recycling collection 
services with Lakeshore Recycling Services LLC. / Move to action.  

j. Resolution 2025-62 – Resolution Awarding General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, 
Series 2025. / Move to action. 

k. Resolution 2025-63 – Approving and Adopting Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and 
Restated Urban Renewal Plan for the West Branch Urban Renewal Area. / Move to action.  

l. Resolution 2025-64 – Approving the Revised Site Plan for Lot 9 Parkside Hills-Fourth 
Addition, West Branch, Iowa. / Move to action. 

m. Resolution 2025-65 – Approving the Final Plat of Parkside Hills – Fourth Addition, West 
Branch, Cedar County, Iowa. /Move to action.  

n. Resolution 2025-66 - Approving an Engineering Services Agreement with Calhoun-Burns 
and Associates for 2025 Bridge Inspection and Load Rating. / Move to action. 

9. City Administrator Report 
10. City Attorney Report 
11. City Engineer Report 
12. City Staff Reports 
13. Comments from Mayor and Council Members 
14.  Motion to adjourn. 



 

(The following is a synopsis of the minutes of the West Branch City Council meeting. A video recording is available 
for inspection at westbranchiowa.org.  The minutes are not approved until the next regularly scheduled City Council 
meeting.)                                                   
 
West Branch, Iowa                                               City Council                                       May 19, 2025 
Council Chambers                                            Regular Meeting                                    7:00 p.m.                                                                         
 
Mayor Roger Laughlin called the West Branch City Council regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
Roll call: Council members present; Tom Dean, Colton Miller, Mike Horihan, Jerry Sexton and Jodee 
Stoolman.   
City Staff present: City Administrator Adam Kofoed, City Clerk Leslie Brick, Police Chief Greg Hall, Public 
Works Director Matt Goodale and Park & Recreation Director Erin Laughlin.  Attending via Zoom: Library 
Director Jessie Schafer and Finance Officer Heidi Van Auken.  
 
APPROVE THE AGENDA 
Motion by Dean, second by Miller to approve the agenda. Motion carried on a voice vote. 
 
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Approve minutes from the May 5, 2025 City Council meeting. 
Approve the Iowa Retail Cigarette/Tobacco/Nicotine/Vapor permits for FY26. 
Approve a 5-day Class C Retail Alcohol license, with outdoor service for The Down Under 
for June 14, 2025 (in conjunction with Summer Kickoff 2025) 
Approve Claims for May 19, 2025. 
 
EXPENDITURES    5/19/2025  
    
AMAZON.COM    SUPPLIES, BOOKS, SNACKS-LIB    227.49  
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY   TIRE GAGE - PW     36.51  
BAKER & TAYLOR    BOOKS      217.78  
CAPITAL ONE    VARIOUS ITEMS - LIBRARY    126.08  
CEDAR COUNTY RECORDER   RECORDING FEES     356.00  
ELITE HOLDING COMPANY   YOUTH BALL SHIRTS     1,146.00  
FRED'S FEED & SUPPLY   FIELD PAINT     414.00  
HOTSY CLEANING SYSTEMS   SOAP FOR TRUCK - PW    241.30  
KANOPY     ON DEMAND VIDEO SERVICE    71.00  
KOFOED, ADAM    TRAVEL REIMB-ECIA, IMMI    171.40  
LRS HOLDINGS    TRASH & RECYCLING APRIL 2025    18,870.50  
MENARDS     CUBBY FIELD EDGING. FENCE REPAIR   585.50  
MOPPY MO'S     JANITORIAL SERVICES     1,207.50  
OVERDRIVE INC    DIGITAL & AUDIO BOOKS    619.20  
PACHECO, HUGO VINICIO    INTERIOR PAINTING-LIBRARY    2,250.00  
PROTECT YOUTH SPORTS   BACKGROUND CHECKS-P&R    351.00  
PYRAMID SERVICES    MOWER PARTS-PW     2,084.70  
SHIELD TECHNOLOGY     SOFTWARE MAINTENANCE-PD    1,700.00  
STATE HYGIENIC LAB    LAB ANALYSIS     1,981.50  
THE HOME DEPOT PRO   PARK BLDG SUPPLIES      183.68  
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA HEALTH   DOT PHYSICALS-PW     408.00  
VEENSTRA & KIMM      VARIOUS PROJECTS     21,841.28  
WEST BRANCH TIMES    SUBSCRIPTION-LIBRARY    38.00  
WHITE CAP    SAFETY EQUIPMENT-PW    235.64  
    
TOTAL           55,364.06  
    
PAYROLL-WAGES, TAXES, EMPLOYEE BENEFITS  5/9/2025     57,909.36  
    
PAID BETWEEN MEETINGS    
    
IOWA ONE CALL     UTILITY LOCATION SERVICE     86.40  
KIESLER POLICE SUPPLY   AMMUNITION      1,013.90  
LEAF CAPITAL FUNDING    COPIER LEASE-LIBRARY    142.02  
OFFICE OF AUDITOR     AUDIT FY23 FILING FEE     200.00  
PANTHER UNIFORMS    UNIFORMS-POLICE     339.88  
WB COMMUNITY SCHOOLS    NEWSPAPER AD-LIBRARY    75.00  
WEX BANK     VEHICLE FUEL     1,254.71  

https://westbranchiowa.org/city-of-west-branch/mayor-city-council/meetings/


 

SISCO     HEALTH CLAIMS 5/5/2025    120.87  
VARIOUS VENDORS    UB REFUNDS     274.00  
AMAZON.COM    SUPPLIES, COMPUTER, BOOKS-LIB   1,484.10  
AT&T MOBILITY    WIRELESS SERVICE      210.04  
BROWN'S WEST BRANCH   VEHICLE REPAIR-PD     421.50  
EO JOHNSON     COPIER MAINTENANCE-CITY    136.13  
LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS    LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS     1,510.26  
LYNCH'S PLUMBING     CUBBY BATHROOM SINK REPAIR    1,084.50  
PIP PRINTING     BLDG INSPECTION FORMS    181.53  
STOREY KENWORTHY     RECEIPT BOOKS      294.00  
VERIZON WIRELESS     VERIZON WIRELESS      454.71  
    
TOTAL           9,283.55  
    
GRAND TOTAL EXPENDITURES         122,556.97  
    
FUND TOTALS    
001   GENERAL FUND    57,806.04  
022   CIVIC CENTER    420.00  
031   LIBRARY    10,183.07  
110   ROAD USE TAX    6,675.55  
112   TRUST AND AGENCY   10,091.00  
321   WIDENING WAPSI CREEK   2,889.00  
330   EASTSIDE WATER MAIN PH2  334.40  
331   CEDAR JOHNSON RD RECONS  16,838.88  
600   WATER FUND    7,678.19  
610   SEWER FUND    9,105.66  
740   STORM WATER UTILITY   535.18  
    
GRAND FUND TOTAL    122,556.97 
 
Miller asked if a site sketch was submitted for the Down Under’s alcohol permit for Summer Kick-off.  Brick 
said a service area sketch was submitted with the Special Event permit that the Council approved at their May 
5th meeting.  There were no other questions. 
Motion by Dean, second by Sexton to approve the Consent agenda.  AYES: Dean, Sexton, Horihan, Stoolman, 
Miller. NAYS: None. Motion carried.  
 
PRESENTATIONS / COMMUNICATIONS / OPEN FORUM - NONE 
 
PUBLIC HEARING / NON-CONSENT AGENDA 
Third Reading Ordinance 826 – Amending Chapter 105 – Solid Waste Control. / Move to action. 
       ORDINANCE NO. 826   
     AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 105 - SOLID WASTE CONTROL  
BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of West Branch, Iowa: 
1. Amendment.  Section 105.06 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by replacing “wood pile” with “yard waste site.”  
 105.06 SEPARATION OF YARD WASTE REQUIRED. All yard waste shall be separated by the owner or occupant from all other solid waste 
 accumulated on the premises and shall be composted on the premises, placed in biodegradable bags and set out at curbside for collection 
 by the City or hauled to the City yard waste site. 
2. Amendment. Section 105.09 is hereby amended by deleting it in its entirety and replacing it with the following: 
 105.09 WASTE STORAGE CONTAINERS.  Waste storage containers shall comply with the following specifications and shall be provided by 
 the City or its contracted hauling contractor: 
    A.   Residential. Residential waste and recycling containers shall be provided by the City’s contracted hauler. All containers shall be 
 maintained to be leakproof and waterproof by the property owner or tenant. Residents may also set out for pickup single use collection 
 bags affixed with an appropriate tag and placed on the top of the waste container. 
3. Amendment.  Section 105 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by adding a new Subsection 105.12, which reads as follows: 
 105.12 CITY YARD WASTE SITE.  The designated City yard waste site will be governed by all signage at said facilities as the following 
 restrictions:  
 1. City waste site is for City residents only.  No commercial waste from contractors unless prior consent is given by the Public 
   Works Director. 
 2. Disposal of leaves, yard brush, and grass clippings are the only allowed materials. Tree branches must be smaller than eighteen 
   (18) inches in diameter. Tree stumps are not allowed. (105.02(16)) 
 3. Yard waste in biodegradable bags are allowed.  No plastic bags are allowed.  
 4.    Disposal of items other than grass clippings, yard brush, or leaves at the City yard waste site may be citied for littering under 
   this chapter or any other applicable City ordinance. 
 5.   Any non-resident of the City depositing any materials at the City yard waste site may also be subject to citation for littering 
   under this chapter or any other applicable City ordinance.  This includes any commercial company with tree debris. 
 6.   Penalties for improper disposal of items that are not yard waste is: 
    a. First Offense: $250.00 
    b. Second Offense: $500.00 



 

    c. Third (and subsequent) Offense: $750.00 
 
4. Conflicts.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances not specifically provided for and in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 
 hereby repealed. 
5. Adjudication.  If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication 
 shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. 
6. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage, approval and publication as required by law. 
  
      Passed and approved on the 19th day of May, 2025. 
 
First Reading:        April 21, 2025   
Second Reading:   May 5, 2025  
Third Reading:       May 19, 2025                        
       ____________________________________    
                   Roger Laughlin, Mayor   
ATTEST:   
__________________________________    
Leslie Brick, City Clerk   
 
Motion by Sexton, second by Horihan to approve the third reading of Ordinance 826.  AYES: Sexton, Horihan, 
Miller, Dean, Stoolman. NAYS: None. Motion carried. 
 
Third Reading Ordinance 827 – Amending Chapter 106 – Collection of Solid Waste. / Move to action. 
      ORDINANCE NO. 827 
    AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 106 - COLLECTION OF SOLID WASTE 
 
   BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of West Branch, Iowa: 
1. Amendment.  Section 106.08 is hereby amended by deleting it in its entirety and replacing it with the following:  
 106.08   COLLECTION FEES. The collection and disposal of solid waste as provided by this  chapter are declared to be beneficial to the 
 property served or eligible to be served and there shall  be levied and collected fees for the same, in accordance with the  following: 
  (Goreham vs. Des Moines, 1970, 179 NW 2nd, 449 [Iowa 1970]) 
 1.   Schedule of Fees. The fees for solid waste collection and disposal service used are available and are on file at City Hall.    
2. Conflicts.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances not specifically provided for and in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 
 repealed. 
3. Adjudication.  If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall 
 not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. 
4. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage, approval and publication as required by law. 
 
     Passed and approved on the 19th day of May, 2025. 
 
First Reading:         April 21, 2025   
Second Reading:    May 5, 2025  
Third Reading:        May 19, 2025                  
      ____________________________________    
                   Roger Laughlin, Mayor   
 
ATTEST:   
__________________________________    
Leslie Brick, City Clerk   
 
Motion by Dean, second by Miller to approve the third reading of Ordinance 827.  AYES: Dean, Miller, 
Horihan, Stoolman, Sexton. NAYS: None. Motion carried. 
 
First Reading Ordinance 828 – Amending Chapter 18 – City Clerk. / Move to action. 
Brick explained that during the creation of the city clerk job description, the city administrator and finance 
officer job descriptions were also reviewed and then checked against the City Code for uniformity.  Chapter 
18 - City Clerk was found to lack a “compensation” section as the other two chapters and states that the City 
Administrator is the “ex officio City Clerk”.  The Council split the City Administrator and City Clerk role in 
2021 but never updated the Code.  This update clarifies the roles and provide consistency between the three 
functions. 
Motion by Dean, second by Horihan to approve the first reading of Ordinance 828.  AYES: Dean, Horihan, 
Sexton, Miller, Stoolman. NAYS: None. Motion carried. 
 
 
 



 

Resolution 2025-56 – Setting date for the sale of General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2025 
and authorizing the use of a preliminary official statement in connection therewith. / Move to action. 
There were no comments. 
Motion by Miller, second by Dean to approve Resolution 2025-56.  AYES: Miller, Dean, Horihan, Sexton, 
Stoolman.  NAYS: None. Motion carried. 
 
Resolution 2025-57 - Approving Financial Support of Hoover’s Hometown Days 2025 in the amount of 
$10,000. / Move to action. 
Laughlin said he supports giving Main Street West Branch the five thousand dollars they are requesting to be 
a “premier” sponsor for the event.  Miller said he had a discussion with Kofoed and felt the City should donate 
the same amount to the fire department as they also contribute a lot to the event and provide their own 
volunteers.  The other members were in agreement.  Laughlin directed the Clerk to revise the proposed 
resolution to donate five thousand to each organization and Miller added that he would like the City 
Administrator to include this as a budgeted expense during future budget work sessions.  
Motion by Miller, second by Dean to approve Resolution 2025-57.  AYES: Miller, Dean, Stoolman, Horihan, 
Sexton. NAYS: None. Motion carried. 
 
Discussion – GO Bond Series 2025 excess funds distribution 
Dean stated that he felt that the bond proceeds should only be used for what the bond was intended for, Cedar-
Johnson Road and West Main Street.  Miller replied with “maybe we shouldn’t borrow so much then” but 
countered if there were any items on the list that was “costing” the City more money while they are not being 
addressed.  Goodale said his number one project is West Main Street and would like to use any remaining bond 
money on that.  Goodale said his number two project is tree clearing on a plot of land that will be donated to 
the city by Lark Land (formerly KLM Investments as part of Meadows Part 4).  Goodale said that many of the 
trees on the land tract will cause future homeowner’s issues, which in turn will cost the city.  Sexton urged 
staff to address the issue with the developer before the city accepts the property.  Laughlin said that he would 
address the issue with the developer as there is a conflict with the City Administrator. After a bit more 
discussion, the Council agreed with Dean/Goodale’s ideas to use any remaining bond proceeds to improve 
West Main Street. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  
Kofoed asked the Council to consider hiring V&K to do a feasibility study on what it would take (infrastructure 
wise) for growth on the west side.  Kofoed said in the past few years there has been some interest but the city 
is not is a position to know what it will take growth to happen.  Kofoed said expects the engineer’s study could 
cost the city upwards of twenty-five thousand dollars.  Kofoed said the project could be covered by a 
combination of building permit fees, water and sewer funds.  The Council was agreeable with the suggestion. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT  
Olson said that new legislation that goes into effect on July 1st will require the City Code to be updated with 
regard to fireworks and accessory dwelling units.   
 
CITY ENGINEER REPORT  
Schechinger reported on the status of Meadows Part 6, Cedar-Johnson Road start date would begin mid-week, 
Wapsi Creek final stages working with FEMA and upcoming ramps closures at West Branch. 
 
STAFF REPORTS  
Schafer informed the Council that the summer library program sign-up starts next week, with programs starting 
the following week.  Schafer encouraged everyone to sign up as there is something for all age groups. 
 
COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Laughlin encouraged everyone to attend Summer Kickoff happening in mid-June.  Sexton asked about the 
status of the concession stand at Cubby Park.  Kofoed said he would discuss the matter in private with him. 
 
 
 



 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn by Dean, second by Miller.  Motion carried on a voice vote.  City Council meeting adjourned 
at 7:37 p.m.                       
              
     _________________________________________   
                                                    Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 
ATTEST:  
 
______________________________________                 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk  





 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Approve a Class B Retail Alcohol License for Parkside BP, 401 Parkside 

Drive, West Branch.     
PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  May 26, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
Approve a Class B Retail Alcohol License for Parkside BP, 401 Parkside Drive, West Branch.  
 
Renewal effective June 19, 2025 to June 18, 2026. 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Approve a Class E Retail Alcohol License for Maverik 5079 (Kum & Go 

#254), 620 S. Downey St., West Branch.     
PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  May 26, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City was informed that Maverik purchased Kum & Go in August 2023. The acquisition was 
completed by FJ Management, the parent company of Maverik. As a result of the deal, Maverik's 
footprint expanded to over 800 stores in 20 states. 
 
Approve a Class E Retail Alcohol License for Maverik 5079 (Kum & Go #254), 620 S. Downey 
St., West Branch.  
 
Renewal effective July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026. 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=61711e8701c58ca5&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS958US958&q=FJ+Management&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjqxpW3treNAxUOE1kFHS42MyAQxccNegQIMBAC&mstk=AUtExfBsA_ts7EUL76-Y2fWaLnZ_J--1p7dhGK7RDPuUIt-QsN7L5WBptAHh6F52B14MbCKOB-4ZfNJM6klRqyaYA8EX4yHUUSbHgJla-ySw2ktszhlMJkgRK1ZFO7iLJcXEweDiG39YAPARbe0D6ynhAtXngImKLWybp2DNlMGmLCx9lUc&csui=3


 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Approve an Iowa Retail Cigarette/Tobacco/Nicotine/Vapor permit for 

FY26 – Update for Kum & Go #254 rebranding to Maverik 5079  
PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  May 22, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City was informed that Maverik purchased Kum & Go in August 2023. The acquisition was 
completed by FJ Management, the parent company of Maverik. As a result of the deal, Maverik's 
footprint expanded to over 800 stores in 20 states. 
 
The Kum & Go located at 620 S. Downey Street, will go through the re-branding process (both 
interior and exterior) later this summer.  As a result of this change, Maverik will need to have the 
Cigarette/Tobacco/Nicotine/Vapor permit in their new name effective July 1, 2025. 
 
 Maverik 5079 – 620 S. Downey St., West Branch, Iowa 
 Permit #10WBFY26  
 Effective July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026. 
 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=61711e8701c58ca5&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS958US958&q=FJ+Management&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjqxpW3treNAxUOE1kFHS42MyAQxccNegQIMBAC&mstk=AUtExfBsA_ts7EUL76-Y2fWaLnZ_J--1p7dhGK7RDPuUIt-QsN7L5WBptAHh6F52B14MbCKOB-4ZfNJM6klRqyaYA8EX4yHUUSbHgJla-ySw2ktszhlMJkgRK1ZFO7iLJcXEweDiG39YAPARbe0D6ynhAtXngImKLWybp2DNlMGmLCx9lUc&csui=3


 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Approve a 5-day Class C Retail Alcohol license, with outdoor service for 

Hazelhasky LLC (dba Herb & Lou’s) for June 14, 2025 (in conjunction with 
Summer Kickoff 2025)    

PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  May 27, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
Approve a 5-day Class C Retail Alcohol License, with outdoor service for Hazelhasky LLC (dba 
Herb & Lou’s) for Summer Kickoff 2025 on Saturday, June 14, 2025, 2:00 p.m. to midnight. 
 
Beer sales will be held in front of Herb & Lou’s, 105 N. Downey Street (in the street closure area). 
 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Approve a Special Event Permit for Hoover’s Hometown Days 2025 

(includes temporary street closures – Exhibit A).   
PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  May 27, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
Hoover’s Hometown Days is scheduled for August 8th and 9th, 2025.   
 
This year’s event will move Hoover-Ball to the Gazebo on the Green in the center of town and 
inflatables and kids’ activities will be located on East Main Street between N. 1st Street and the 
fire station parking lot, (the parade route remains unchanged.) 
 
The event will kick-off on Friday, August 8th at 4:00 p.m. with youth Hoover-Ball and evening 
activities, along with music and beer tent at the West Branch Fire Station.  A full calendar of events 
is included in this packet for the remainder of the weekend. 
 
 

























 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Approve a Special Class C Retail Alcohol (BW), 5-day license for the West 

Branch Firefighters Inc. (in conjunction with Hoover’s Hometown Days 
2025).   

PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  May 15, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
Approve 5-day, Special Class C Retail Alcohol permit with Outdoor Service for the West Branch 
Fire Department for Hoover’s Hometown Days 2025: 
 
Friday, August 8, 2025, 3:00 p.m. to midnight 
Saturday, August 9, 2025, 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
 





 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: April Monthly Financial Report 
PREPARED BY: Heidi Van Auken 
DATE:  May 29, 2025  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
Monthly Financial Report: This report includes revenue, investments, expenditures, and balances 
for the month of April 2025.  
 





BEGINNING TRANSFER TRANSFER NET CHANGE CLERK'S
DESCRIPTION CHECKING INVESTMENT BALANCE RECEIPTS IN DISBURSED OUT LIABILITIES BALANCE

GENERAL 
*(001) GENERAL OPERATING FUND 2,567,078.79$   5.00$                   2,567,083.79$               533,835.78$         98,735.36$            3,002,184.21$          

** FIRE APPARATUS RESERVE 44,811.50$        -$                     44,811.50$                    44,811.50$               
 POLICE APPARATUS RESERVE 123,178.95$      -$                     123,178.95$                  123,178.95$             
PARK & RECREATION RESERVE 17,340.39$        -$                     17,340.39$                    17,340.39$               

PUBLIC WORKS RESERVE 14,660.00$        -$                     14,660.00$                    14,660.00$               
CEMETERY BLDG/EQUIP INVESTMENT -$                   -$                     -$                               -$                          

SIGNS-ACCIONA DTN INVESTMENT -$                   7,812.72$            7,812.72$                      7,812.72$                 
PARK EQUIPMENT/RESERVE 18,000.00$        -$                     18,000.00$                    18,000.00$               

(022) CIVIC CENTER 40,529.85$        -$                     40,529.85$                    1,160.00$             863.39$                 40,826.46$               
(027) MEMORIAL GARDEN PROJECT 414.00$             -$                     414.00$                         414.00$                    

(028) SPLASH PAD RESERVE 100.00$             -$                     100.00$                         100.00$                    
(031) LIBRARY (20,174.90)$       98,844.68$          78,669.78$                    14,528.86$           16,796.98$            76,401.66$               

(036) TORT LIABILITY (22,655.20)$       -$                     (22,655.20)$                   20,826.48$           (1,828.72)$                
SPECIAL REVENUE

(110) ROAD USE TAX 229,697.22$      -$                     229,697.22$                  29,356.81$           18,328.16$            240,725.87$             
(112) TRUST & AGENCY (EMPLOYEE BENEFITS) 479,783.66$      -$                     479,783.66$                  118,728.84$         28,498.72$            570,013.78$             

(119) EMERGENCY TAX FUND 7,019.38$          -$                     7,019.38$                      7,019.38$                 
(121) LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX 660,748.05$      -$                     660,748.05$                  26,035.97$           686,784.02$             

(125) TIF 608,912.52$      -$                     608,912.52$                  103,897.76$         712,810.28$             
(126) TIF LMI MEADOWS PT 4 83,542.25$        -$                     83,542.25$                    83,542.25$               
(160) REVOLVING LOAN FUND 137,082.45$      -$                     137,082.45$                  137,082.45$             

DEBT SERVICE
(226) DEBT SERVICE 699,732.95$      -$                     699,732.95$                  94,891.67$           794,624.62$             
CAPITAL PROJECTS

(300) CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT RESERVE 283,283.32$      -$                     283,283.32$                  27,768.84$           311,052.16$             
(304) W MAIN ST STORMWATER IMP 10,000.00$        -$                     10,000.00$                    10,000.00$               
(308) PARK IMP - PEDERSEN VALLEY 14,827.20$        -$                     14,827.20$                    14,827.20$               

(312) DOWNTOWN EAST REDEVELOPMENT 172,412.82$      -$                     172,412.82$                  172,412.82$             
(319)  RELOCATION OF WATER & SEWER LINES (31,564.26)$       -$                     (31,564.26)$                   (31,564.26)$              

(321) WIDENING WAPSI CREEK @ BERANEK PARK 35,541.60$        -$                     35,541.60$                    3,455.00$              32,086.60$               
(322) SPLASH PAD -$                   -$                     -$                               -$                          

(323) I-80 WEST, WATER MAIN RELOCATE (24,271.48)$       -$                     (24,271.48)$                   (24,271.48)$              
(324) WW TREATMT FAC IMP 2021 80,000.00$        -$                     80,000.00$                    80,000.00$               

(326) ROUNDABOUT MAIN & CEDAR 156,500.72$      -$                     156,500.72$                  156,500.72$             
(327) SPONSORED WATER QUALITY IMPE 2021 (20,000.00)$       -$                     (20,000.00)$                   (20,000.00)$              

(329) EASTSIDE WATER MAINS PH1 320,331.70$      -$                     320,331.70$                  320,331.70$             
(330) EASTSIDE WATER MAINS PH2 (80,265.39)$       -$                     (80,265.39)$                   38,869.22$            (119,134.61)$            

(331) CEDAR JOHNSON RD RECONSTRUCT (199,492.58)$     -$                     (199,492.58)$                 54,558.22$            (254,050.80)$            
PERMANENT 

(500) CEMETERY PERPETUAL FUND 36,510.60$        105,800.42$        142,311.02$                  480.00$                142,791.02$             
(501) KROUTH PRINCIPAL FUND (0.00)$                57,495.47$          57,495.47$                    57,495.47$               
(502) KROUTH INTEREST FUND 0.00$                 26,939.01$          26,939.01$                    26,939.01$               

ENTERPRISE
(600) WATER FUND 560,911.54$      -$                     560,911.54$                  68,857.83$           38,597.40$            10,817.65$             580,354.32$             

(603) WATER SINKING FUND 95,821.16$        -$                     95,821.16$                    -$                      10,817.65$        106,638.81$             
(610) SEWER FUND 901,869.96$      -$                     901,869.96$                  86,773.30$           26,345.54$            53,438.47$             908,859.25$             

(611) SEWER FUND SPECIAL 1,022,232.77$   -$                     1,022,232.77$               -$                      53,438.47$        1,075,671.24$          
(614) WASTEWATER LIFT STATION -$                   -$                     -$                               -$                          

(740) STORM WATER UTILITY 224,913.41$      -$                     224,913.41$                  6,110.66$             1,102.77$              229,921.30$             
TOTAL 9,249,364.95$   296,897.30$        9,546,262.25$               1,133,252.80$      64,256.12$        326,150.76$          64,256.12$             -$                   10,353,364.29$        

O/S CHECKS $24,426.32 $11,248.92
ADJUSTMENTS $0.00 $0.00

O/S DEPOSIT $0.00 $0.00
O/S CREDIT CARD $0.00 $0.00

BANK STATEMENT BALANCE $9,570,688.57 $10,364,613.21

CLERK'S REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 2025



















 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Claims for June 2, 2025 
PREPARED BY: Heidi Van Auken, Finance Officer 
DATE:  May 28, 2025  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
Claims Report: These are routine expenditures that include payroll, budget expenditures, and other 
financial items that relate to City Council approved items and/or other day-to-day operational 
disclosures. 
 
 









NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER  
APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8 TO THE  

WEST BRANCH URBAN RENEWAL PLAN FOR THE 
WEST BRANCH URBAN RENEWAL AREA IN THE 

CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA. 
 

 The City Council of the City of West Branch, Iowa, will hold a public hearing before itself at its 
meeting which commences at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on June 2nd, 2025 in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 
West Branch, Iowa to consider adoption of the proposed Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and 
Restated West Branch Urban Renewal Plan (the “Plan”). 
 
Amendment No. 8 proposed to add the following area to the West Branch Urban Renewal Area to 
be designated as a slum and blight area: 
 
Beginning at the SW corner of Lot 14, Parkside Hills, West Branch, Iowa; thence north along said west 
line of said Lot 14 to the south right-of-way line of Elm Street; thence east along the southerly right-of-
way line of Elm Street to a point south of the SE corner of Unit 3B of Lot 3, Parkside Hills, West 
Branch, Iowa; thence west of the SE corner of Outlot A, Cookson Subdivision, West Branch, Iowa; 
thence north along the east side of said Outlot A to the north right-of-way line of Cookson Street; thence 
east along the north right-of-way line of Cookson Street to the SW corner of Lot 1, Stoolman’s 1st 
Addition to West Branch; thence north to the NE corner of Lot 18 in Block 4, I.W Haines to West 
Branch; thence west to the NW corner of Lot 11 in Block 4 in said Haines Addition; thence north to the 
SE corner of Lot M of Block 1 of Lot B in I.W. Haines Addition; thence east to the SE corner of Lot N 
of Block 1 of Lot B of said I.W. Haines Addition; thence north to the north right-of-way line of Beranek 
Drive; thence west along the north right-of-way line of Beranek Drive to the west right-of-way line of 
2nd Street; thence north to the NW corner of Lot F of Block 1 of Lot B of said I.W. Haines Addition; 
thence east to the NW corner of Lot C of Block 1 of Lot B of said I.W. Haines Addition; thence 
northwesterly along the west line of Lot A in Blocks 14 and 21, West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, to a 
point of the south right-of-way line of Main Street; thence east along the south right-of-way line of Main 
Street to the NE corner of Lot 35 in Block 8, Townsend’s Division of West Branch, Iowa; thence south 
to the SE corner of Lot 75 in said Block 8; thence west to the SW corner of Lot 74 in said Block 8; 
thence south to a point on the north right-of-way line of Water Street; thence west to the west right-of-
way line of the abandoned C.R.I. & P Railroad; thence along said east line of said abandoned railroad to 
a point west of the south line of the property described in Book 234 at Page 173, Records of Cedar 
County, Iowa; thence east to the south point of said property described in Book 234 at Page 173; thence 
north along the east line of the property described in Book 234 at Page 173 to a point on the south right-
of-way line of Water Street; thence east along to the south right-of-way line to the terminus of Water 
Street; thence south to the SW corner of that certain property described in Book 530 at Page 262, 
Records of Cedar County, Iowa; thence southeasterly along the westerly line of the property described in 
Book 319, Page 109, Records of Cedar County, Iowa, to a point on the corporate limits of the City of 
West Branch; thence south along said corporate limits to its intersection with the north right-of-way line 
of Interstate 80; thence west along said north right-of-way line of Interstate 80 to the point of beginning. 
 
Amendment No. 8 also proposes to add the following projects to the Urban Renewal Plan: 
 

Development Agreement for the redevelopment portions of Parkside Hills, West Branch, Iowa, 
with up to 75% of incremental tax revenue rebates; 

 
 A copy of the proposed Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan is 
 available for review in the Office of the City Clerk. 
 
 The City Council invites any and all written comments or comments at the hearing on June 2nd, 
 2025. 
 
 This notice is given by notice of the City Council pursuant to Section 403.5 of the Code of Iowa. 
 
 
 /s/  Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
 
 





NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO  
CHAPTER 165 OF THE WEST BRANCH ZONING ORDINANCE. 

 
 
 YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a public hearing will be held by the West Branch 
Planning and Zoning Commission in the Council Chambers at the City Office, located at 110 N. 
Poplar Street in West Branch, IA at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 27, 2025.  The public hearing 
will add a new section titled “165.49 Residential Livability Flexible Front Yard Allowances” 
and add the language in the aforementioned Chapter 165 “Zoning Regulations”. 
 
All interested persons are invited to attend these meetings and be heard on the aforementioned 
proposed adoption of the amendment.  Further information regarding same may be obtained by 
contacting the West Branch City Clerk. 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO  
CHAPTER 165 OF THE WEST BRANCH ZONING ORDINANCE. 

 
 
 YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that a public hearing will be held by the City 
Council of the City of West Branch, Cedar County, in the Council Chambers at the City Office, 
located at 110 N. Poplar Street in West Branch, IA at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 2, 2025.  The 
public hearing will add a new section titled “165.49 Residential Livability Flexible Front Yard 
Allowances” and add the language in the aforementioned of Chapter 165 “Zoning Regulations”. 
 
All interested persons are invited to attend these meetings and be heard on the aforementioned 
proposed adoption of the amendment.  Further information regarding same may be obtained by 
contacting the West Branch City Clerk. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Second Reading Ordinance 828 – Amending Chapter 18 – City Clerk.   
PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  May 20, 2025  
     
SUMMARY:  West Branch Code of Ordinance update: 
 
(Current language)  
 
18.01   APPOINTMENT. 
 
The City Administrator is ex officio City Clerk and has the duties, powers, and functions 
prescribed in this chapter, by State law, and other ordinances of the City. 
 
 
(New language) 
 
18.01   APPOINTMENT. 
 The Council shall appoint by majority vote a City Clerk to serve at the discretion of the 
 Council and has the duties, powers, and functions prescribed in this chapter, by State law, 
 and other ordinances of the City. 
 
18.02   COMPENSATION. (add this section to be consistent with CA and FO positions) 
 The City Clerk is paid such compensation as specified by resolution of the Council. 
 
 
 



ORDINANCE NO. 828 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 18 – CITY CLERK 

 
 BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of West Branch, Iowa: 

 
Section 1.  Amendment.  Section 18.01 is hereby amended by deleting it in its entirety and 
replacing it with the following: 
  
 18.01   APPOINTMENT. 
 The Council shall appoint by majority vote a City Clerk to serve at the discretion of the 
 Council and has the duties, powers, and functions prescribed in this chapter, by State law, 
 and other ordinances of the City. 
   
(Insert new section after current subsection) 
 

 18.02   COMPENSATION. 
 The City Clerk is paid such compensation as specified by resolution of the Council. 
 
 Renumber all remaining sections after these changes. 

  
Section 2.   Conflicts.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances not specifically provided for and 
in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
Section 3.    Adjudication. If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be 
adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the 
ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof no adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional.  
 
Section 4.   Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage, 
approval and publication as required by law. 
 
   Passed and approved this ____ day of ___________, 2025. 
 
First Reading:  May 19, 2025 
Second Reading: June 2, 2025 
Third Reading:  
           
        _________________________ 
        Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk  
I certify that the foregoing was published as Ordinance No. ______ on the ________ day of 
______________________, 2025.   
                     
       _______________________   
              City Clerk 
 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: First Reading Ordinance 829 – Amending Chapter 165 of the Code of 

Ordinances by Incorporating Residential Livability Flexible Front Yard 
Allowances.   

PREPARED BY: City Administrator, Adam Kofoed 
DATE:  May 23, 2025  
     
SUMMARY:  West Branch Code of Ordinance update: 
 
The city's comprehensive plan encourages innovative zoning strategies as a community priority. 
By permitting livable areas of a home, like front porches or living rooms, to be built closer to the 
sidewalk, we can revive traditional neighborhood designs that prioritize human connection and 
street-level engagement. In contrast, modern development patterns often place garages as the 
most prominent feature of the home, which can diminish the sense of community and small-town 
charm. 

 

 
 

Garages 
in front. 

Garages flush 
with livable 
spaces. 



 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 829 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 165 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY 
INCORPORATING RESIDENTIAL LIVABILITY FLEXIBLE FRONT YARD 

ALLOWANCES. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City’s comprehensive plan encourages the use of zoning techniques to preserve 
the city’s small town identity; 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the strict application of the zoning code may prevent the 
city’s goal in preserving the small town identity; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has drafted an ordinance to allow for flexible front yard allowances in 
residential districts. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of West Branch, Iowa : 
 
 Section 1.   Amendment.  Chapter 165 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by adding 
and incorporating Section 165.50, which reads as follows: 
 

“165.50  RESIDENTIAL LIVABILITY FLEXIBLE FRONT YARD ALLOWANCES  
 

1. Residential Livability Flexible Front Yard Allowances: It is the intent of the City’s 2019-2020 
Comprehensive Plan to encourage community interaction and preserve its small town feel trough 
zoning design techniques.  

2. Living Pedestrian Space Minimum Requirements: In all properties located in an R-1 or R-2 
District, the base of a living quarter such as a front door, porch, or other pedestrian friendly 
entrance is allowed a minimum fifteen (15) foot front setback. Garages, storage spaces, and 
others non-pedestrian friendly entrances must have a twenty-five (25) foot minimum front 
setback.” 

  
 Section 2.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its publication as by law 
provided. 
 
 Section 3.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance 
are hereby repealed. 
 
 Section 4.  If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged to be invalid or 
unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part, 
section, or provision thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
 
   Passed and approved this ____ day of __________________, 2025. 
 
 First Reading:  June 2, 2025 
 Second Reading:  
 Third Reading: 
 
       ____________________________________ 
                  Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk  
 
I certify that the foregoing was published as Ordinance No. ______ on the ________ day 
 
of ______________________, 2025. 
  



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: First Reading Ordinance 830 – Amending Chapter 41 of the Code of 

Ordinances Regarding Fireworks.   
PREPARED BY: City Attorney, Kevin Olson 
DATE:  May 28, 2025  
     
SUMMARY:  West Branch Code of Ordinance update: 
 
The Iowa General Assembly passed Senate File 303, which prohibits the City from regulating 
the use of consumer fireworks, display fireworks and novelties on certain named dates. 
 
Chapter 41 – Public & Private Safety will need to be updated with the following language.   
 
“The use or explosion of consumer fireworks within the City is hereby prohibited except during 

the following times: 
 
 a. On July 3rd between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
 
 b. On July 4th between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. 
 
 c. On December 31st between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 12:30 a.m. on January 1st.” 

 



STATE OF IOWA 
KIM REYNOLDS 
GOVERNOR 

May 19, 2025 

The Honorable Paul Pate 

Secretary of State of Iowa 

State Capitol 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

I hereby transmit: 

Senate File 303, an Act relating to county and city regulation of consumer fireworks. 

The above Senate File is hereby approved on this date. 

Sincerely, 

Kim Remolds 

Governor of Iowa 

cc: Secretary of the Senate 

Clerk of the House 

STATE CAPITOL DES MOINES, IOWA 50319 515.281.5211 FAX 515.725.3527 WWW.GOVERNOR.IOWA.GOV 
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Senate File 303 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO COUNTY AND CITY REGULATION OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 331.301, subsection 17, Code 2025, is 

amended to read as follows: 

17. The board of supervisors may by ordinance or resolution 

prohibit or limit the use of consumer fireworks or display 

fireworks, as described in section 727.2, on any day other than 

July 3, July 4, and December 31 in accordance with section  

727.2, subsection 4, if the board determines that the use of 

such devices would constitute a threat to public safety or 

private property, or if the board determines that the use 

of such devices would constitute a nuisance to neighboring 

landowners. 

Sec. 2. Section 364.2, subsection 6, Code 2025, is amended 

to read as follows: 

6. A city council may by ordinance or resolution prohibit 

or limit the use of consumer fireworks, display fireworks, or 



Senate File 303, p. 2 

novelties, as described in section 727.2, on any day other than 

July 3, July 4, and December 31 in accordance with section  

727.2, subsection 4. 

President of the Senate 

PAT GRASSLEY 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 303, Ninety-first General Assembly. 

Approved • ` 1 1. 1 ' , 2025 

U11 c., a,r •s•••i4l•sea 
W. CHARLES SMITHSON 

Secre . ry o A, he Senate 

KIM R: ' OLDS 

Governor 



ORDINANCE NO. 830 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 41 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
REGARDING FIREWORKS. 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 364.2(6) of the Code of Iowa (2025) previously allowed a city to 
prohibit or limit the use of consumer fireworks, display fireworks or novelties within its city 
limits; and 
 
 WHEREAS, however, the Iowa General Assembly passed Senate File 303, which 
prohibits the City from regulating the use of consumer fireworks, display fireworks and novelties 
on certain named dates; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is now necessary for the City Council to amend Chapter 41 of the Code 
of Ordinances to incorporate said statutory changes. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, as follows: 
 

1. Amendment.  Section 41.14(3) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of West Branch 
is hereby amended by deleting 41.14(3) in its entirety and replacing it with the 
following: 

 
“3. The use or explosion of consumer fireworks within the City is hereby prohibited 

except during the following times: 
 
 a. On July 3rd between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
 
 b. On July 4th between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. 
 
 c. On December 31st between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 12:30 a.m. on January 1st.” 

 
2. Repealer.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
 3. Adjudication.  If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be 
adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the 
validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not 
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. 
 



 4. Effective Date.   This Ordinance shall be in effect after its final passage, 
approval and publication as provided by law. 
 
 Passed and approved this _________ day of _____________, 2025. 
 
 
First Reading:  June 2, 2025 
Second Reading:  
Third Reading: 
 
            
       Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
       
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
 
 
I certify that the foregoing was published as Ordinance No. ______ on the 
________ day of ______________________, 2025. 
 
 
           
      City Clerk 
 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2025-58 –Setting salaries for appointed officials and employees 

of the City of West Branch, Iowa for FY26. /Move to action. 
PREPARED BY: City Administrator, Adam Kofoed 
DATE:  May 20, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
Based on the budget season, each employee will be given a 2.4% cost of living increase as of 
March 2025.  
 
For the 2.4% estimate please see the following news release from the U.S. Department of Labor -
Bureau of Labor Statistics. https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cpi.pdf  
 
Employees in good standing were eligible for an additional 1-2% merit increase. Council has been 
informed of any exceptions to the merit increases. In addition, some employees may be under an 
orientation period and are not eligible for a raise this July. Employee evaluations are not public 
record established by State Code 22.7 of Iowa. Council questions on pay should be directed to the 
City Administrator or Mayor in private. 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cpi.pdf


RESOLUTION 2025-58 
 

A RESOLUTION SETTING SALARIES FOR APPOINTED OFFICIALS AND 
EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of West Branch, Iowa: 
 
SECTION 1.  The following persons and positions named shall be paid the salaries or hourly wages 
indicated and the Finance Officer/ City Clerk is authorized to issue warrants/checks, less legally required 
or authorized deductions for the amounts set out below, bi-weekly, and make such contributions to IPERS 
and Social Security or other purposes as required by law or authorization of the City Council. 
 
Administration                        Name                                      Salary                             Status  
City Administrator Adam Kofoed                $112,599.80  Salaried 
Finance Officer Heidi Van Auken*                $80,302.30  Salaried 
City Clerk Leslie Brick                $31.53 / $65,582.40 Hourly 
Deputy/Utility Clerk Jessica Brown*                $23.27 / $48,401.60 Hourly 
 
Police Department Name                Salary  Status  
Police Chief Greg Hall                $95,940.00  Salaried 
Police Sergeant Cathy Steen                $42.38 / $88,150.40 Hourly 
Police Officer Ryan Dorsey                $38.86 / $80,828.80 Hourly 
Police Officer  Brad Longlett                $40.07 / $83,345.60 Hourly 
Police Officer  Paul (Kevin) Bailey                $39.09 / $81,307.20 Hourly 
Police Officer (part-time)                 $32.80  Hourly  
 
Public Works Department Name                Salary  Status 
Public Works Director  Matt Goodale                $90,208.65  Salaried 
Water /Sewer Operator Drew Finnegan*                $32.90 / $68,432.00 Hourly 
Streets Maintenance Taylor Case                $22.77 / $47,361.60 Hourly 
Streets Maintenance Kobe Simon                $22.77 / $47,361.60 Hourly 
Mowing/maintenance Gerry Brick                 $19.82  Hourly 
 
Parks & Recreation Name                Salary  Status 
Park & Recreation Director Erin Laughlin                $60,461.00  Salaried 
 
Library                       Name                          Salary                 Status  
Library Director Jessica Schafer                $58,700  Salaried 
Library Clerk Katrina Korsmo                $19.28 / $40,102.40 Hourly 
Program librarian Mary Buol (part-time)                $20.00  Hourly 
Program librarian Becky Knoche (temporary)         $15.36  Hourly  
 
 
SECTION 2.  Employee’s indicated with an * include Clerk training and certification increases. 
 
SECTION 3.  All the above employees are subject to the City of West Branch Employee Handbook   
           applicable to their department. 
 
SECTION 4.  This resolution will be effective upon final passage of the City Council. 
 
SECTION 5.  The hourly wages and salaries established in this resolution shall be effective July 1, 2025. 
 

 
Passed and approved this 2nd day of June, 2025. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                         
_____________________________________ 

                 Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk   



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2025-59 – Approving the Annual Maintenance Agreement for 

Information Technology Support with Mainstay Systems of Iowa LLC.   
PREPARED BY: Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
DATE:  May 20, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City has been using MainStay Systems of Iowa LLC since 2023 for our information 
technology (IT) needs.  This service is a vital asset for City operations. 
 
MainStay Systems provides IT services for the following city departments: 
  

• City Office / Administration  
• Parks & Recreation  
• Public Works 
• Fire 
• Police 
• Library 

 



RESOLUTION 2025-59 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ANNUAL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT FOR 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT WITH  

MAINSTAY SYSTEMS OF IOWA LLC. 
 

WHEREAS, the City entered into a Maintenance Agreement for information technology (IT) 
with MainStay Systems of Iowa LLC in April of 2023; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Mainstay Systems of Iowa LLC has proven to be a good partner for the City to 
provide information technology support for the City of West Branch, Iowa; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is now necessary to approve said Maintenance Agreement for Fiscal Year 
2026.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of West Branch, 
Iowa, that the aforementioned Maintenance Agreement is hereby approved.  Further, the Mayor is 
directed to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City.   

 
 

Passed and approved this 2nd day of June, 2025. 

   
      
 _________________________________ 

                                                          Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 

 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 

______________________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 

 











 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2025-60 – Approving the Annual Subscription Agreement with 

Tyler Technologies, Inc. in the amount of $24,148.41.   
PREPARED BY: Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
DATE:  May 22, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City has been using Tyler Technologies since 2012 for our financial, payroll, cemetery and 
utility billing processing and record retention.  This software is a vital asset for City operations. 
 
Over the years, functionality has been added to:  

• Allow customers to view their utility account and pay their monthly bill online (2021) 
• Allow customers to sign up for email & text alerts (2021) 
• Allow customers to receive monthly utility bills via email (e-Bills - 2023) 
• Allow employees to receive their paystubs via email (e-paystubs - 2023) 
• Allow Public Works and the Utility Billing clerk to automate meter reading, saving staff 

time (2024) 
 



RESOLUTION 2025-60 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION AGREEMENT WITH 
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $24,148.41. 

 
WHEREAS, the City of West Branch currently utilizes Tyler Technologies, Inc. software 

for its financial, payroll, cemetery, utility billing and automated meter reading systems; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current Subscription Agreement will expire on June 30, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tyler Technologies, Inc. has proposed to extend the Agreement until June 

30, 2026; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is now necessary for the City Council to approve said Subscription 

Agreement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of West 
Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, that the City Council approves the Annual Subscription Agreement 
with Tyler Technologies, Inc. in the amount of $24,148.41.  
 
   

PASSED AND APPROVED this 2nd day of June, 2025. 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
                 Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
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Invoice No Date Page

1 of 2

Ship To:Bill To:

Currency Terms Due Date

USD

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

P.O. BOX 218

WEST BRANCH, IA 52358

Invoice

PO Number

NET30

Remittance:

Ord No

025-510551

Tyler Technologies, Inc.

(FEIN 75-2303920)

P.O. Box 203556

Dallas, TX 75320-3556

Questions:
Tyler Technologies - Local Government

Phone:     1-800-772-2260 Press 2, then 2

Email:     ar@tylertech.com

 

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

P.O. BOX 218

WEST BRANCH, IA 52358

Cust No.-BillTo-ShipTo

45024 - MAIN - MAIN

06/01/2025

07/01/2025 206355 

Description Units Rate Extended PriceContract Date

Contract No.: West Branch, IA

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

$4,480.56 1ERP Pro Financials Annual Fees

Core Financials Subscription Fees02/Aug/2019

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

Payroll-Personnel Subscription Fees02/Aug/2019

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

$17,595.91 1ERP Pro Utilities Annual Fees

Incode Utility Billing Online Component - Subscription Fees28/Jan/2020

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

Utility CIS System Subscription Fees02/Aug/2019

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

Utility Handheld Meter-Reader Interface Subscription Fees02/Aug/2019

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

Output Processor Server03/Aug/2023

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

Forms Overlay03/Aug/2023

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

Meter Data Sync with Scheduler30/Jan/2024

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

Additional Handheld Meter-Reader Interface11/Apr/2024

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

$1,230.22 1Municipal Justice Annual Fees

Central Cash Collections - Subscription Fees02/Aug/2019

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026

$841.72 1Third Party System Software

System Software Non SQL Maintenance02/Aug/2019

Cycle: Start: 01/Jul/2025,  End: 30/Jun/2026



Invoice No Date Page

2 of 2

Ship To:Bill To:

Currency Terms Due Date

USD

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

P.O. BOX 218

WEST BRANCH, IA 52358

Invoice

PO Number

NET30

Remittance:

Ord No

025-510551

Tyler Technologies, Inc.

(FEIN 75-2303920)

P.O. Box 203556

Dallas, TX 75320-3556

Questions:
Tyler Technologies - Local Government

Phone:     1-800-772-2260 Press 2, then 2

Email:     ar@tylertech.com

 

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

P.O. BOX 218

WEST BRANCH, IA 52358

Cust No.-BillTo-ShipTo

45024 - MAIN - MAIN

06/01/2025

07/01/2025 206355 

Description Units Rate Extended PriceContract Date

**ATTENTION**

Order your checks and forms from

Tyler Business Forms at 877-749-2090 or 

tylerbusinessforms.com to guarantee

 100% compliance with your software.

Subtotal

Invoice Total

Sales Tax

 24,148.41 

$0.00

 24,148.41 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2025-61 – Approving an Agreement for solid waste and 

recycling collection services with Lakeshore Recycling Services LLC.   
PREPARED BY: Adam Kofoed, City Administrator 
DATE:  May 28, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 

 
City Attorney Olson has prepared the attached agreement with Lakeshore Recycling Services 
(LRS) which includes a 5-year agreement with the current prices held for the first two years, then 
a 3.5% for years 3, 4 & 5.   
 
In addition, Olson has added Section 4. Term of Contract – that states the following: 
 
SECTION 4. TERM OF CONTRACT. 
 
 This Agreement shall be in force from July 1, 2025, until June 30, 2030, unless 
terminated as provided herein. There will be a contract and service review after July 1, 2027, to 
ensure that the elements of the contract are being adhered to. In the event Hauler plans to sell the 
company, a 6-month notice shall be provided to the City in writing. The written notice shall 
provide information on the purchasing company including the name of the company and contact 
information so that we may reach out to discuss a possible contract.  The Hauler may not assign 
this contract without the express, prior written consent of the City. 
 
 
 



 RESOLUTION 2025-61 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT FOR SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING 
COLLECTION SERVICES WITH LAKESHORE RECYCLING SERVICES, LLC. 

 
           WHEREAS, the City of West Branch solicited proposals for the collection of solid waste and 
recycling throughout the city; and 
 
           WHEREAS, the City Council has heretofore deemed it desirable to enter into a five (5) year 
agreement with Lakeshore Recycling Services, LLC (“LRS”) to provide for the collection of solid waste 
and recycling in the City; and 
 
           WHEREAS, to that end, the City Attorney has drafted an agreement with LRS for the period of 
July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2030 (the “Agreement”), which now requires the approval of the City 
Council. 
 
           NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of West Branch, 
Iowa, that the Agreement with LRS is hereby approved.  Further, the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby 
directed to execute this Agreement on behalf of the City. 
 
 
    Passed and approved this 2nd day of June, 2025.  
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 



1 
 

AGREEMENT FOR RESIDENTIAL SOLID WASTE COLLECTION SERVICES 
 
 

 THIS AGREEMENT is made by and between the City of West Branch, Iowa, a municipal 
corporation, 110 N. Poplar Street, West Branch, Iowa 52358, hereinafter referred to as “City,” 
and Lakeshore Recycling Services, LLC, 6132 Oakton Street, Morton Grove, Illinois 60053, 
hereinafter referred to as “Hauler.” In consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, the 
parties agree as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS. 
 

a.        “Aluminum cans” shall mean disposable aluminum beverage containers. 
 

b.        “Ashes” shall mean the residue from the burning of wood and other non- 
hazardous combustible material. 
 

c.        “Brush” means woody stems and branches greater than ½-inch in diameter,  
Evergreen trimmings and thorny brush. 
 

d.        “Bulky waste” shall mean large household appliances including but not limited to 
stoves, refrigerators, television sets, washing machines, dryers, and other items of similar size, 
and fixtures and materials too large to fit into a bag or rigid container. Expressly excluded from 
this definition are tires, hazardous substances, dead animals or batteries.    
 

e.         “City” shall mean the City of West Branch, Iowa. 
 

f.         “Collection bag” shall mean a plastic, watertight bag, securely tied or sealed 
and not exceeding 35 gallons in size and 40 pounds in weight when full. 
 

g.          “Construction and demolition waste” shall include but not be limited to lumber, 
roofing material, sheathing, rubble, broken concrete, plaster, brick, conduit, pipe, wire insulation 
and similar materials which result from a construction, demolition or remodeling process. 
 

h.         “Container” shall mean a closed and waterproof plastic container, varying in  
size and provided by the Hauler. 
 

i.         “Curbside” shall mean the area adjacent to the curb or travelled portion of the  
roadway. 
 

j.         “Dwelling unit” shall mean any room or group of rooms located within a  
building and forming a single habitable unit with facilities that are used or intended to be used 
for living, sleeping, cooking and eating. 
 

k.         “Extra refuse” shall mean trash that exceeds the amount of capacity in the  
container. 
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l.         “Glass containers” shall mean glass bottles and jars made from clear, green  
or brown glass. Expressly excluded from this definition is window glass and other non-container 
glass or glass products, porcelain and ceramic products. 
 

m.         “Hauler” shall mean Lakeshore Recycling Services, LLC. 
 

n.         “Household” shall be composed of persons that reside together in a dwelling unit 
 

o.         “Newspaper” shall mean non-glossy paper of the type commonly referred to as 
newsprint and distributed at fixed intervals, having printed thereon news and opinions containing 
advertisements and other matters of public interest. Soiled newspapers are excluded as 
recyclable. 
 

p.         “Non-collectible waste” shall mean paint in liquid form, poisons, acids, caustics,  
explosives and other hazardous substances that may cause damage or injury to collection 
equipment or personnel, human or animal excrement and dead animals. 
 

q.         “Paper bag” shall mean a paper container that is capable of being shredded and  
will decompose in a compost pile. 
 

r.         “Residential solid waste” shall mean refuse, recyclables, and bulky waste.  
 

s.         “Refuse” shall mean solid waste such as food waste, trash, rags, ceramics,  
non-recyclable glass, paper (except unsoiled newspaper), obsolete household goods, non-
recyclable plastics and similar items produced or originating within dwelling units. Recyclables 
shall be treated as refuse if not properly disposed of as set forth herein. Refuse does not mean 
household generated hazardous substances.  
 

t.         “Recyclables” shall mean designated consumer wastes that are collected and 
marketed for resources recovery, including unsoiled newspapers, tin and steel cans, aluminum 
beverage containers, glass containers, and plastic containers. 
 

u.         “Removal” shall mean collection and disposal. 
 

v.         “Tags” shall mean the tag (commonly referred to as a sticker) designated by the  
City which is placed on extra refuse and bulky waste to indicate that the disposal fee has been 
paid. 
 

w.         “Tin and steel can” shall mean a clean container made of tin coated iron or steel 
in which food or beverages are preserved. 
 
SECTION 2. SCOPE OF WORK. 
 

a.        The Hauler agrees to collect and dispose of Recyclables from each single-family  
dwelling and two-unit dwelling and condominium unit in the City once each week. The City, in 
consultation with the Hauler, agrees to update the number of dwelling units covered by this 
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Agreement every 30 days. The monthly cost per dwelling unit for collecting and disposing of 
Residential solid waste shall be as set forth in the “Schedule of Fees” attached as Appendix A 
and made a part of this Agreement by this reference. 
 

b.         The Hauler agrees to collect and dispose of all Refuse for each of the dwelling  
units listed above once each week as requested by the owner or occupant in strict compliance 
with all applicable laws and regulations. Options for Refuse pickup include: 
 

• A 35-gallon container picked up weekly 
 

• A 65-gallon container picked up weekly 
 
All Refuse, with the exception of extra Refuse, must be placed at the curbside in the containers 
currently being used by the Hauler. Extra Refuse shall be secured in a collection bag, affixed 
with a tag and placed on the top of the refuse container. All solid waste disposal unit and monthly 
fees listed in this Agreement are inclusive of the cost of applicable landfill tipping fees, which 
are the responsibility of the Hauler, except as noted. 
 

c.         The Hauler agrees to collect and dispose of all Recyclables for each of the  
dwelling units listed above once each week in strict compliance with all applicable laws and 
regulations. Options for recycling pickup include: 
 

• A 65-gallon container picked up weekly 
 
• A 95-gallon container picked up weekly 

 
d. The Hauler agrees to collect and dispose of all Bulky Waste. Bulky Waste shall be  

collected by a separate agreement between the Hauler and the owner or occupant of the dwelling 
unit requesting the disposal of such bulky waste. Billing and payment shall be by separate 
arrangement between the Hauler and the owner or occupant of the dwelling unit.  Bulky Waste 
shall be charged based upon the schedule listed on Appendix A to this Agreement.  The cost of 
each Tag/Sticker is shown on Appendix A. 
 
 e.  The Hauler agrees to collect and dispose of all bulky waste for all dwelling units 
under this contract for annual spring and fall cleanup. Said cleanup events will be held at a 
central site at a time and place to be coordinated between the City and the Hauler. The City shall 
pay the Hauler $500 for each citywide cleanup event. In addition, Hauler’s staff will work the 
cleanup events. 
 
 f. The Schedule of Fees attached hereto (Appendix A) is based on the fee schedule 
submitted by Hauler. The Schedule of Fees is subject to a 3.5% rate adjustment based on the 
proposal from Hauler, with the exception of no increase between years 1 and 2 of this 
Agreement. Any further adjustment with fees shall need to be mutually agreed upon.  
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SECTION 3. INSUFFICIENT SERVICE PENALTY. 
 
 The City reserves the right to impose an insufficient service penalty whenever the Hauler 
does not begin and complete the above-referenced service during the time period of 7:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. on the designated days of collection and the insufficient service is the result of action, 
inaction, lack of equipment, equipment failure or other circumstances under the control of the 
Hauler. The penalty imposed may be up to 5 percent of the monthly charge for collection and 
disposal of refuse and recyclables on all accounts and may include termination of this Agreement 
for repeat or continuing violations. The City Administrator shall notify the Hauler, in writing, 
within 10 days of the date of the insufficient service if this penalty provision is to be assessed by 
the City. The Hauler may appeal the assessment of the penalty to the City Council within 10 days 
of the date of the written notice. The City Council’s decision regarding the imposition of the 
penalty shall be final. By entering this Agreement, the Hauler waives any rights it may have to 
argue that said insufficient service penalty is not collectable under common law. 
 
SECTION 4. TERM OF CONTRACT. 
 
 This Agreement shall be in force from July 1, 2025, until June 30, 2030, unless 
terminated as provided herein. There will be a contract and service review after July 1, 2027, to 
ensure that the elements of the contract are being adhered to. In the event Hauler plans to sell the 
company, a 6-month notice shall be provided to the City in writing. The written notice shall 
provide information on the purchasing company including the name of the company and contact 
information so that we may reach out to discuss a possible contract.  The Hauler may not assign 
this contract without the express, prior written consent of the City. 
 
SECTION 5. COLLECTION SERVICE REQUIREMENTS. 
 

a. The Collection of residential solid waste shall be confined to Friday and such 
collection shall occur between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on any collection 
day. Saturday collection shall be allowed in a week in which New Year’s Day, 
Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, or Christmas Day are 
observed on the aforementioned weekdays.  The Hauler shall propose the exact hours, 
within the above hourly limits and days, during the week for residential solid waste 
collection and disposal.  

 
b. Routes of collection will be determined by the Hauler and subject to City approval. 

Collections will be made on the same days of each week and the Hauler shall travel 
said route in the same direction and manner each collection day. 

 
c. If the collection day falls on the observance of New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, 

Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, or Christmas Day, the Hauler may elect to 
collect the residential solid waste on the day before or after the holiday.  If the Hauler 
elects to collect the residential solid waste on the day before or after the holiday, the 
Hauler shall post and publish as hereinafter provided the Hauler’s holiday collection 
schedule, provided it is approved by the City. 
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d. The Hauler shall provide sufficient personnel and equipment to complete the 
collection of all refuse and recyclable waste in any established collection district 
within the City on the approved schedule.  

 

e. The Hauler agrees to perform all work described above without any further 
compensation, except as provided in this Agreement, from any individuals living 
within the three property classifications listed in Section 2, except as herein provided 
for collection and disposal of bulky waste. 

 
f. All solid waste and recyclable material collected by the Hauler shall become the 

property of the Hauler at the time of collection. 
 

g. The Hauler shall remove from the City all residential solid waste collected each week 
and dispose of the same outside of the City at a licensed landfill or other approved 
disposal or recycling center. The City shall retain the right to approve or otherwise 
determine the disposal locations and recycling centers, which approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld.  

 
h. The Hauler shall not be required to remove construction materials and other waste 

materials from the construction, alteration, repair, moving or demolition of a building 
or from the promotion or development of property by a real estate or commercial 
agent or from commercial, industrial or manufacturing establishments.  

 

 
SECTION 6. VEHICLES 
 

a. All trucks, trailers and other equipment used to collect, haul or transport solid 
residential waste shall at all times be kept clean, in good repair and well painted. 
 
b. Each collection vehicle shall be constructed and used in such a manner so that 
solid residential waste will not blow, fall or leak out of the vehicle. The Hauler shall use  
mechanical packer trucks or equipment that, in the reasonable estimation of the City, will  
perform equal to a packer type of truck. 
 

 c. The name of the Hauler and its phone number shall be painted or printed in 
legible letters on both sides of all vehicles, equipment and conveyances used in the City 
in performance of this Agreement. 

 
 d. Upon notification in writing by the City Administrator that any designated truck,  

trailer or other equipment or vehicle is not in reasonable compliance with this Agreement, 
such truck, trailer, or other vehicle or equipment shall be forthwith removed from service 
by the Hauler and not returned to service in the City until it has been inspected for 
compliance and approved by the City Administrator which approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld. 
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 e. The Hauler shall submit an Equipment List prior to July 1, 2025, and shall update    
            the same annually, all of which shall be a part of this Agreement by this reference.  
 
SECTION 7. CONTAINERS 
 
 a. Upon approval of the Agreement the Hauler shall continue to provide each 
dwelling unit with one container for recycling and one container for refuse at no cost to the 
owner/occupant. Each container will have a hinged lid. Container sizes for each dwelling unit 
will be determined by the owner/occupant based on the options included in Section 2 of this 
Agreement.  All containers used by Hauler will remain property of the Hauler.  
 
 b. Recyclables may be commingled in recyclable containers. 
 
            c. The containers shall remain the property of the Hauler.  If the owner/occupant of 
the dwelling unit loses or destroys the container by misuse, a charge for replacement may apply.  
If a container deteriorates by reason of time, normal use, weather, or a container is damaged by 
reason of an act of God or other act beyond the owner’s/occupant’s control, said owner/occupant 
shall obtain a replacement container from the Hauler at no cost.  
 
 d. The owner/occupant can change the size of the containers one (1) times within the 
first 60 days of occupancy at no charge.  After the initial grace period, an increase or decrease in 
the size of the refuse or recyclable container will result in a charge to the owner/occupant in the 
amount to $30.00.  
 
SECTION 8. OFFICE FOR INQUIRIES AND COMPLAINTS. 
 
 a. The Hauler shall maintain an office within Johnson County and shall maintain a 
local telephone number therein listed in the local directory in the name of the Hauler as it 
appears in the Agreement.  The Hauler shall at all times during the hours between 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. on each day that residential solid waste is collected have an employee at said office 
authorized to answer inquiries and receive complaints. 
 
 b. If a dwelling unit is missed, not by the fault of the dwelling unit owner/occupant, 
the Hauler shall collect said dwelling unit no later than 24 hours following the date and time of 
notification, provided that said is not a Sunday or a holiday.  If the following day is Sunday or a 
holiday, the Hauler shall collect the missed dwelling unit on the next following workday. 
 
SECTION 9. METHOD OF PAYMENT. 
 
 a.  The City will act as billing and collection agent for the Hauler for the costs of 
collection and disposal of Recyclables and Refuse.  All monthly Refuse and Recycling Fees 
collected by the City shall be paid to the Hauler within 30 days of receipt of the invoice from the 
Hauler for the preceding month’s service.  
 
 b. In addition, the Hauler shall be responsible for the sale and collection of revenue 
for all tags defined therein.  There shall be no markup of the rate per tag by any sales outlet that 
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engages in the sale of said tags other than that approved by the City.  Tags will be sold at outlets 
that agree to sell the Tags.  The Hauler shall be responsible for the printing of the Tags, as 
currently in use by the Hauler.   
 
 c. Any disputes or alleged discrepancies in billing or collection shall be mutually 
resolved by the Hauler and the Finance Officer.  
 
SECTION 10. STATUES AND REGULATIONS 
 
 The Hauler shall at all times comply with all applicable provisions of the West Branch 
Code of Ordinances and amendments thereto that may be enacted by the City Council. In 
addition, the Hauler shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations of Cedar and Johnson 
Counties, the State of Iowa, and the United Staes now in effect or hereinafter enacted. 
 
SECTION 11. PERMITS AND LICENSES 
 
 The Hauler shall obtain and maintain all permits and licenses required by the City, 
County and State necessary to provide the above-referenced collection, hauling and disposal 
services. If the necessary permits and licenses are not obtained or maintained by the Hauler, the 
City may terminate this Agreement. Copies of all above-referenced permits and licenses will be 
provided to the City.  
 
SECTION 12.  INSURANCE AND INDEMNIFICATION. 
 
 a. The Hauler shall assume responsibility and shall indemnify, defend and hold 
harmless the City, its employees and appointed officials, for any and all damage to property or 
injuries to persons, including accidental death, which is caused directly or indirectly by the 
Hauler’s performance under this Agreement, whether such performance is by the Hauler, its 
agents, employees or assigns. 
 
 b. The insurance to be maintained by the Hauler shall be written as follows: 
 

i. Worker’s Compensation and Employers Liability Insurance as 
prescribed by Iowa law or the minimum limits shown below: 

 
   Iowa Benefits    Statutory 
   Employers Liability  
        Bodily Injury by Accident  $500,000 each accident 
        Bodily Injury by Disease  $500,000 each accident 
        Bodily Injury by Disease  $500,000 policy limit 
 
  This insurance must include the following features: 
 
   A. Endorsed to waive all rights of subrogation against the City. 
   B. Endorsed to provide 30 days’ notice prior to cancellation. 
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 ii. Commercial General Liability Insurance combined single limits shown 
below covering Bodily Injury, Property Damage and Personal Injury: 

 
   General Aggregate Limit    $2,000,000 
   Products – Completed Operations Aggregate Limit $2,000,000 
   Personal and Advertising Injury Limit  $1,000,000 
   Each Occurrence Limit    $1,000,000 
   Fire Damage Limit (any one fire)   $100,000 
   Medical Damage Limit (any one person)  $5,000 
 
  This insurance must include the following features: 
 
  A. Include the City as an additional insured on a primary and 

noncontributory basis. 
  B. Include the City as an additional insured for products and completed 

operations for 3 years (construction projects). 
  C. Endorsed to provide 30 days’ notice prior to cancellation. 
  D. Endorsed to waive all rights of subrogation against the City. 
  E. Advertising Injury. 
  F. Operations by independent contractors. 
  G. Contractual Liability coverage. 
 
 iii. Automobile Liability Insurance coverage with a minimum combined 

single limit for Bodily Injury and Property Damage of $1,000,000 per accident. 
 
 This insurance must include the following features: 
 
  A. Include the City as an additional insured on a primary and 

noncontributory basis. 
  B. Endorsed to waive all rights of subrogation against the City. 
  C. Insurance must include Contractual Liability. 
  D. Include coverage for all owned, non-owned, hired and leased vehicles 

(or any vehicle used in connection with the operations covered under this 
Agreement). 

  E. Endorsed to provide 30 days’ notice prior to cancelation. 
 
 iv. Umbrella/Excess Liability Insurance limits of not less than $2,000,000 

each occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate are required. 
 This insurance must include the following features: 
 
  A. Include the City as an additional insured. 
  B. Endorsed to provide 30 days’ notice prior to cancellation. 
 
 v.  The insurance company and the Hauler expressly agree and state that the 

purchase of this policy of insurance by the Hauler will not waive any of the 
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defenses of governmental immunity available to the City under Iowa Code 
Section 670.4 as it now exists and as it may be amended from time to time. 

 
 vi. Insurance Certificates. Each policy noted above shall be issued by an 

insurance company authorized to write such insurance in the State of Iowa and 
shall be reasonably accepted to the City.  These insurance policies shall not be 
canceled without at least a 30-days prior written notice to the City. A property 
executed Certificate of Insurance showing evidence of these insurance 
requirements shall be delivered to the City prior to the commencement of their 
operations. 

 
 c. The Hauler shall name the City as an additional insured on said insurance and 
shall furnish evidence of the same to the City Administrator. The insurance policy shall include a 
30-day notice to the City in the event of cancellation or change in the terms of the policy. 
 
 d. The Hauler shall maintain and file with the City certificates of insurance showing 
insurance amounts in compliance with this Section to be in full force and effect for the entire 
term of this Agreement.  Violations of this Section, whether the fault of the Hauler or not, shall 
be grounds for immediate termination of this Agreement. 
 
SECTION 13. PERSONAL LIABILITY 
 
 a. No member of the City Council or other city official, employee or agent of the 
City shall be personally responsible for any liability arising under this Agreement. 
 
 b. Nothing in the document or any contract entered into with the City shall be 
deemed to make an employee or officer of the Hauler an employee of the City. 
 
 
SECTION 14. TERMINATION. 
 
 a. The breach of any of the terms and conditions of this Agreement by either party 
shall be grounds for the cancellation and termination of this Agreement.  Prior to termination, the 
party shall provide written notice of said breach and a ten (10) day opportunity to cure said 
breach.  Said notice of breach shall be sent in the manner provided for in Section 15 below.  The 
City, upon such termination, shall have the right to contract with other parties to perform the 
obligations as provided herein and in such event, the Hauler agrees that the City shall hold the 
Hauler and its surety liable for any costs for performing such work in excess of the cost to the 
City if the Hauler had continued to perform in the manner anticipated at the time this contract 
was awarded. 
 
 b. Failure to comply with the terms of this Agreement relative to the collection and 
disposal of residential solid waste and recyclables on the part of the Hauler by reason of weather, 
major disaster, epidemic, or other emergency within the City beyond control of the Hauler as 
reasonably determined by the City Administrator shall not constitute a breach of this Agreement 
nor be grounds for termination of this Agreement. 
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SECTION 15. NOTICES. 
 
 The parties may be notified or contacted at the following address and phone numbers: 
 

City Administrator 
City of West Branch 
110 N. Poplar Street 

PO Box 218 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 

(319) 643-5888 
 
 

Matt Foster 
Lakeshore Recycling Services, LLC 

970 238th Street 
North Liberty, Iowa 52317 

(319) 930-1445 
 

 All notices under this section may be hand delivered or sent via U.S. Mail, postage 
prepaid, and shall be deemed delivered upon hand delivery or after three (3) days have passed 
once a notice is dropped in a U.S. Mail depository, postage prepaid, by the party sending the 
notice.   

 
 DATED this ___ day of ______________, 2025. 
 
 
CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA:    LAKESHORE RECYCLING  
        SERVICES, LLC: 
 
 
By: _________________________    By:__________________________ 
     Roger Laughlin, Mayor          
        _____________________________ 
        Print name and title  
ATTEST: 
 
 
By: ______________________    
     Leslie Brick, City Clerk     
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APPENDIX A 
 

SCHEDULE OF FEES 
 

 
    Jul ’25  Jul ’26  July ’27 Jul ’28  Jul ‘29 
        + 3.5%  + 3.5%  + 3.5% 
 
Trash – 35 gallon  $12.75  $12.75  $13.20  $13.66  $14.14 
Recycling 65/95 gallon  $ 4.75   $ 4.75    $  4.92    $5.09    $5.27 
      
Total Monthly Cost  $17.50  $17.50  $18.12  $18.75  $19.41 
 
 
Trash – 65 gallon  $14.75  $14.75  $15.27  $15.80            $16.35 
Recycling 65/95 gallon   $ 4.75   $ 4.75   $ 4.92    $5.09    $5.27 
 
Total Monthly Cost  $19.50  $19.50  $20.19  $20.89  $21.62 
 
 
Bulky Waste  
Individual Tag/Sticker  $3.00 
 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2025-62 – Awarding General Obligation Corporate Purpose 

Bonds, Series 2025.     
PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  May 27, 2025  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
Dorsey & Whitney has prepared and attached the necessary proceedings to be used at the June 2, 
2025, City Council meeting to report the bids received and to adopt the resolution approving the 
sale of General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2025 (the “Bonds”) to the best bidder. 

 



RESOLUTION 2025-62 

RESOLUTION AWARDING GENERAL OBLIGATION CORPORATE 
PURPOSE BONDS, SERIES 2025 

WHEREAS, the City of West Branch (the “City”), in Cedar and Johnson Counties, State 
of Iowa, heretofore proposed to enter into a loan agreement (the “Essential Purpose Loan 
Agreement”) and to borrow money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $4,150,000 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 384.24A of the Code of Iowa, for the purpose of paying the 
costs, to that extent, of (a) constructing street, water system, sidewalk, sanitary sewer system and 
storm water drainage improvements; and (b) acquiring and installing street lighting, signage and 
signalization improvements, and has published notice of the proposed action and has held a hearing 
thereon on April 21; 2025; and 

WHEREAS, a Preliminary Official Statement (the “P.O.S.”) has been prepared to 
facilitate the sale of the General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2025 (the “Bonds”) 
in evidence of the obligation of the City under the Loan Agreement, and the City has made 
provision for the approval of the P.O.S. and has authorized its use by Speer Financial, Inc. as 
municipal advisor (the “Municipal Advisor”) as to the City; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to advertisement of sale, bids for the purchase of the Bonds were 
received and canvassed on behalf of the City and the substance of such bids noted in the minutes; 
and 

WHEREAS, upon final consideration of all bids, the bid of _____________________, 
__________________, ______________ (the “Purchaser”), is the best, such bid proposing the 
lowest interest cost to the City for the Bonds;  

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the City Council of the City of West Branch, 
Iowa, as follows: 

Section 1. The bid of the Purchaser referred to in the preamble is hereby accepted, and 
the Bonds are hereby awarded to the Purchaser at the price specified in such bid, together with 
accrued interest, if any. 

Section 2. The form of agreement of sale/official bid form (the “Sale Agreement”) of 
the Bonds to the Purchaser is hereby approved, and the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized 
to execute the Sale Agreement for and on behalf of the City.  

Section 3. Further action with respect to the approval of the Loan Agreement and the 
issuance of the Bonds is hereby adjourned to the City Council meeting to be held on June 16, 2025. 

Section 4. All resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to 
the extent of such conflict. 

Section 5. This resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its 
adoption and approval, as provided by law. 



RESOLUTION 2025-62 (continued) 

    

   Passed and approved June 2, 2025. 

 

  
  Roger Laughlin, Mayor 

Attest: 

  
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
 
 

• • • • 
 
Upon motion and vote, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 

  
  Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
  
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2025-63 - Approving and Adopting Amendment No. 8 to the 

Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan. 
PREPARED BY: City Attorney, Kevin Olson 
DATE:  May 28, 2025  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
The City Clerk published and posted a public hearing notice on the proposed amendment #8 of 
the Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan on May 15, 2025.  The City of West Branch 
held a Consultation among the taxing entities on May 27, 2025.  The City Council held a public 
hearing on the matter at the June 2, 2025 City Council meeting. 
 
Having received no written comments, Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and Restated Urban 
Renewal Plan for the West Branch Urban Renewal Area includes: 
 
Amendment No. 8 designates a large portion of Parkside Hills as a slum and blighted area, 
is hereby added to the Urban Renewal Plan and reads as follows; 
 

As to those areas of Additional Property to be included within the West Branch Urban Renewal 
Area to be acquired by the City: 
 

i. With reference to those portions thereof which are to be developed for non-residential 
 uses, the City Council hereby determines that such non-residential uses are necessary and 
 appropriate to facilitate the proper growth and development of the City in accordance 
 with sound planning standards and local community objectives. 

 
   ii. With reference to those portions that are to be developed as residential uses this Council 

has determined that a shortage of housing of sound standards and designs exists; and that 
the acquisition of the areas for residential development are part of, and essential to the 
program outlined in the municipality’s comprehensive plan; and that the following 
conditions do exist: 

 
 a. That the provision of public improvements related to housing and residential 

development will encourage the retention and relocation of industrial and commercial 
development to the City;  



 
 b. That the acquisition of the area is necessary to provide for the construction of 

housing for low-and-moderate income families. 
 

 c. That the conditions of blight in the in the City and the shortage of decent, safe and 
affordable housing in the area constitute a threat to the public health, safety and 
welfare of the City.  

 
Amendment #8 adds the following project to the Amended and Restated Urban Renewal 
Plan: 
 
31) Development Agreement with Parkside Partners LLC for development and redevelopment of 
portions of Parkside Hills -  75% tax increment rebates for twenty years or up to $10.6 million. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by:  Kevin D. Olson, West Branch City Attorney, PO Box 5127, Coralville, Iowa 52241 (319)248-1700 
Return to: City of West Branch, Iowa, 110 N. Poplar Street, PO Box 218, West Branch, Iowa 52358 
 
 

RESOLUTION 2025-63 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING AMENDMENT NO. 8 TO THE 
AMENDED AND RESTATED URBAN RENEWAL PLAN FOR THE WEST BRANCH 

URBAN RENEWAL AREA. 
  
 WHEREAS, City Staff has caused there to be prepared an Amendment No. 8 to the 
Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan (the Plan, along with all amendments thereto, being 
referred to collectively as the “Urban Renewal Plan”) for the West Branch Urban Renewal Area, 
a copy of which has been placed on file for public inspection in the office of the City Clerk and 
which is incorporated herein by reference, the purpose of which is to specifically outline projects 
to be constructed or which the City will cause to be constructed in said West Branch Urban 
Renewal Area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desirable that these areas be redeveloped as part of the overall 
redevelopment area covered by said Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, adoption of Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and Restated Plan for the 
West Branch Urban Renewal Area is in conformity with the general plan for development of the 
City as a whole; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council directed that a consultation be held with the designated 
representatives of all affected taxing entities to discuss the proposed Amendment No. 8 to the 
Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan for the West Branch Urban Renewal Area and the 
division of revenue described therein, and that notice of said consultation and a copy of the 
proposed Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and Restated Plan be sent to all affected taxing 
entities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as part of said Amendment No. 8, the following property, to be designated 
as a slum and blighted area, is hereby added to the Urban Renewal Plan: 
 
 Beginning at the SW corner of Lot 14, Parkside Hills, West Branch, Iowa; thence north 
along said west line of said Lot 14 to the south right-of-way line of Elm Street; thence east along 
the southerly right-of-way line of Elm Street to a point south of the SE corner of Unit 3B of Lot 
3, Parkside Hills, West Branch, Iowa; thence west of the SE corner of Outlot A, Cookson 



Subdivision, West Branch, Iowa; thence north along the east side of said Outlot A to the north 
right-of-way line of Cookson Street; thence east along the north right-of-way line of Cookson 
Street to the SW corner of Lot 1, Stoolman’s 1st Addition to West Branch; thence north to the NE 
corner of Lot 18 in Block 4, I.W Haines to West Branch; thence west to the NW corner of Lot 11 
in Block 4 in said Haines Addition; thence north to the SE corner of Lot M of Block 1 of Lot B 
in I.W. Haines Addition; thence east to the SE corner of Lot N of Block 1 of Lot B of said I.W. 
Haines Addition; thence north to the north right-of-way line of Beranek Drive; thence west along 
the north right-of-way line of Beranek Drive to the west right-of-way line of 2nd Street; thence 
north to the NW corner of Lot F of Block 1 of Lot B of said I.W. Haines Addition; thence east to 
the NW corner of Lot C of Block 1 of Lot B of said I.W. Haines Addition; thence northwesterly 
along the west line of Lot A in Blocks 14 and 21, West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, to a point 
of the south right-of-way line of Main Street; thence east along the south right-of-way line of 
Main Street to the NE corner of Lot 35 in Block 8, Townsend’s Division of West Branch, Iowa; 
thence south to the SE corner of Lot 75 in said Block 8; thence west to the SW corner of Lot 74 
in said Block 8; thence south to a point on the north right-of-way line of Water Street; thence 
west to the west right-of-way line of the abandoned C.R.I. & P Railroad; thence along said east 
line of said abandoned railroad to a point west of the south line of the property described in Book 
234 at Page 173, Records of Cedar County, Iowa; thence east to the south point of said property 
described in Book 234 at Page 173; thence north along the east line of the property described in 
Book 234 at Page 173 to a point on the south right-of-way line of Water Street; thence east along 
to the south right-of-way line to the terminus of Water Street; thence south to the SW corner of 
that certain property described in Book 530 at Page 262, Records of Cedar County, Iowa; thence 
southeasterly along the westerly line of the property described in Book 319, Page 109, Records 
of Cedar County, Iowa, to a point on the corporate limits of the City of West Branch; thence 
south along said corporate limits to its intersection with the north right-of-way line of Interstate 
80; thence west along said north right-of-way line of Interstate 80 to the point of beginning; 
 
the (“Additional Property”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the West Branch Planning and Zoning Commission has heretofore reviewed 
said Amendment No. 8, including the inclusion of the Additional Property to the Urban Renewal 
Plan, pursuant to published notice of the same; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to such notice and Section 403.5 of the Code of Iowa, the 
consultation was duly ordered by the City Council and all required responses to the 
recommendations made by the affected taxing entities, if any, have been timely made as set forth 
in this report of the City Administrator filed herewith and incorporated herein by this reference, 
which report is in all respects approved; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by resolution, this Council also set a public hearing on the adoption of the 
Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and Restated Plan for the West Branch Urban Renewal Area 
for this meeting of the Council, and due and proper notice of said public hearing was given, as 
provided by law, by timely publication in the West Branch Times, which notice set forth the time 
and place for this hearing and nature and purpose thereof; and 
 



 WHEREAS, in accordance with said notice, all persons or organizations desiring to be 
heard on said proposed Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan, including the designation of 
the Additional Property as a “slum and blighted area,” both for and against, have been given an 
opportunity to be heard with respect thereto and due consideration has been given to all 
comments and views expressed to this Council in connection therewith and said public hearing 
has been closed. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA: 
 
 Section 1.  That the findings and conclusions set forth or contained in Amended and 
Restated Urban Renewal Plan for the West Branch Urban Renewal Area concerning the area of 
the City of West Branch, Iowa described in the preamble hereof, be and the same are hereby 
ratified and confirmed in all respects as the findings of the Council for this area. 
 
 Section 2.  This Council further finds: 
 
 
  a.   That the Additional Property is hereby incorporated and included in the Urban  
        Renewal Plan to be designated as a slum and blighted area within the meaning  
        of Section 403.17 of the Code of Iowa; 
 

b.   That any of the Additional Property which was previously included in    
Amendment No. 5 to the Amended and Restated West Branch Urban Renewal 
Plan are by this Resolution hereby deleted as part of Amendment No. 5 and 
are hereby included in said Amendment No. 8; 

  
c.   That the Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan for the West Branch  

Urban Renewal Area of the City of West Branch, Iowa, conform to the  
general plan for the development of the City as a whole; and 
 

d. As to those areas of Additional Property to be included within the West 
Branch Urban Renewal Area to be acquired by the City: 

 
i. With reference to those portions thereof which are to be developed 

for non-residential uses, the City Council hereby determines that 
such non-residential uses are necessary and appropriate to facilitate 
the proper growth and development of the City in accordance with 
sound planning standards and local community objectives. 
 

ii. With reference to those portions that are to be developed as 
residential uses this Council has determined that a shortage of 
housing of sound standards and designs exists; and that the 
acquisition of the areas for residential development are part of, and 
essential to the program outlined in the municipality’s 
comprehensive plan; and that the following conditions do exist: 



 
 a. That the provision of public improvements related to 

housing and residential development will encourage the retention 
and relocation of industrial and commercial development to the 
City;  

 
 b. That the acquisition of the area is necessary to provide for 

the construction of housing for low-and-moderate income families. 
 
 c. That the conditions of blight in the in the City and the 

shortage of decent, safe and affordable housing in the area 
constitute a threat to the public health, safety and welfare of the 
City.  

 
 Section 3.  That Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and Restated Plan for the West 
Branch Urban Renewal Area of the City of West Branch, Iowa, be and the same is hereby 
approved and adopted and said amendment to the Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan is 
hereby in all respects approved. 
 
 Section 4.  That Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan for 
the West Branch Urban Renewal Area shall be in full force and effect from the date of this 
Resolution until the later of the date of termination set forth in the Plan as so amended, or the 
date on which payment of all obligations issued or advances made to carry out the purposes 
thereof shall be fully provided for.  Said Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and Restated Urban 
Renewal Plan shall be forthwith certified by the City Clerk, along with a copy of this resolution, 
to the Recorder for Cedar County, Iowa, to be filed and recorded in the manner provided by law. 
 
   

Passed and approved this 2nd day of June, 2025. 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
       Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
 



AMENDMENT NO. 8 TO THE WEST BRANCH AMENDED AND RESTATED 
URBAN RENEWAL PLAN 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch, via Resolution 1454, passed 
and approved on May 2, 2016, adopted the Amended and Restated West Branch Urban Renewal 
Plan, and recorded in Book 2016 at page 1268, Records of the Cedar County Recorder’s Office; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch, via Resolution 1740, passed 
and approved on September 17, 2018, adopted Amendment No. 1 to the Amended and Restated 
West Branch Urban Renewal Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch, via Resolution 1773, passed 
and approved on January 22, 2019, adopted Amendment No. 2 to the Amended and Restated 
West Branch Urban Renewal Plan, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch, via Resolution 1969, passed 
and approved on January 4, 2021, adopted Amendment No. 3 to the Amended and Restated 
West Branch Urban Renewal Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch, via Resolution 2022-20, 
passed and approved on March 7, 2022, adopted Amendment No. 4 to the Amended and 
Restated West Branch Urban Renewal Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch, via Resolution 2022-38, 
passed and approved on May 2, 2023, adopted Amendment No. 5 to the Amended and Restated 
West Branch Urban Renewal Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch, via Resolution 2023-108, 
passed and approved on October 16, 2023, adopted Amendment No. 6 to the Amended and 
Restated West Branch Urban Renewal Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch, via Resolution 2024-104, 
passed and approved on October 7, 2024, adopted Amendment No. 7 to the Amended and 
Restated West Branch Urban Renewal Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has deemed it necessary and desirable to add additional 
property to the Urban Renewal Area and Urban Renewal Projects to the Amended and Restated 
West Branch Urban Renewal Plan. 
  



 NOW, THEREFORE, the West Branch Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan, 
dated May, 2016, is hereby amended as follows: 
 
1. In Section III, the following additional property is added to the West Branch Urban 
Renewal Area to be designated as slum and blight area: 
 
 Beginning at the SW corner of Lot 14, Parkside Hills, West Branch, Iowa; 
thence north along said west line of said Lot 14 to the south right-of-way line of 
Elm Street; thence east along the southerly right-of-way line of Elm Street to a 
point south of the SE corner of Unit 3B of Lot 3, Parkside Hills, West Branch, 
Iowa; thence west of the SE corner of Outlot A, Cookson Subdivision, West 
Branch, Iowa; thence north along the east side of said Outlot A to the north right-
of-way line of Cookson Street; thence east along the north right-of-way line of 
Cookson Street to the SW corner of Lot 1, Stoolman’s 1st Addition to West Branch; 
thence north to the NE corner of Lot 18 in Block 4, I.W Haines to West Branch; 
thence west to the NW corner of Lot 11 in Block 4 in said Haines Addition; thence 
north to the SE corner of Lot M of Block 1 of Lot B in I.W. Haines Addition; 
thence east to the SE corner of Lot N of Block 1 of Lot B of said I.W. Haines 
Addition; thence north to the north right-of-way line of Beranek Drive; thence west 
along the north right-of-way line of Beranek Drive to the west right-of-way line of 
2nd Street; thence north to the NW corner of Lot F of Block 1 of Lot B of said I.W. 
Haines Addition; thence east to the NW corner of Lot C of Block 1 of Lot B of said 
I.W. Haines Addition; thence northwesterly along the west line of Lot A in Blocks 
14 and 21, West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, to a point of the south right-of-way 
line of Main Street; thence east along the south right-of-way line of Main Street to 
the NE corner of Lot 35 in Block 8, Townsend’s Division of West Branch, Iowa; 
thence south to the SE corner of Lot 75 in said Block 8; thence west to the SW 
corner of Lot 74 in said Block 8; thence south to a point on the north right-of-way 
line of Water Street; thence west to the west right-of-way line of the abandoned 
C.R.I. & P Railroad; thence along said east line of said abandoned railroad to a 
point west of the south line of the property described in Book 234 at Page 173, 
Records of Cedar County, Iowa; thence east to the south point of said property 
described in Book 234 at Page 173; thence north along the east line of the property 
described in Book 234 at Page 173 to a point on the south right-of-way line of 
Water Street; thence east along to the south right-of-way line to the terminus of 
Water Street; thence south to the SW corner of that certain property described in 
Book 530 at Page 262, Records of Cedar County, Iowa; thence southeasterly along 
the westerly line of the property described in Book 319, Page 109, Records of 
Cedar County, Iowa, to a point on the corporate limits of the City of West Branch; 
thence south along said corporate limits to its intersection with the north right-of-



way line of Interstate 80; thence west along said north right-of-way line of 
Interstate 80 to the point of beginning. 
 
2. In Section VI, entitled Urban Renewal Projects, the following Projects is hereby added 
and incorporated into the West Branch Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan: 
 
 
31) Development Agreement with Parkside 
Partners LLC for development and 
redevelopment of portions of Parkside Hills -  
75% tax increment rebates for twenty years or 
up to $10.6 million. 

 
3. Except as modified by this Amendment No. 8, the provisions of the Amended and 
Restated Urban Renewal Plan dated May, 2016, and Amendment No. 1, Amendment No. 2, 
Amendment No. 3, Amendment No. 4, Amendment No. 5, Amendment No. 6 and Amendment 
No. 7 are hereby ratified, affirmed and approved and shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
4. This Amendment No. 8 to the Urban Renewal Plan shall be in full force and effect upon 
adoption by the City Council, and shall be referred to as “Amendment No. 8 to the Amended and 
Restated West Branch Urban Renewal Plan.” 
 
5. Any parts of the Amended and Restated Urban Renewal Plan in conflict with the 
provisions of this Amendment No. 8 are hereby repealed. 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2025-64 - Approving the Revised Site Plan for Lot 9 Parkside 

Hills-Fourth Addition, West Branch, Iowa.  
PREPARED BY: Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
DATE:  May 28, 2025  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
Brian Shay, owner of MLS Custom Homes purchased the eastern most lots of Lot 9, Parkside 
Hills-Third Addition, now known as Parkside Hills-Fourth Addition.  Shay is proposing to 
construct two (2) eight (8) unit town homes on lots 1 – 16.   
 
Shay discussed his proposal with the City Council on December 2, 2024 and presented his 
conceptual plans.  Shay proposed a different concept from the original developer (Advantage 
Development) which increases the density, adds additional driveway space, and increases the 
number of beds and baths.  The Council liked Shay’s proposal and gave their verbal approval for 
Shay to proceed with his plans. 
 
Shay has submitted Revised Site Plan and Final Plat to Planning & Zoning who reviewed the 
proposal at their May 27, 2025 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Planning & Zoning Commission, along with City Engineer Dave Schechinger approved the 
changes but with recommendations. 



 
 

RESOLUTION  2025-64 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REVISED SITE PLAN FOR LOT 9 PARKSIDE 
HILLS-FOURTH ADDITION, WEST BRANCH, IOWA. 

 
 WHEREAS, MLS Custom Homes. (“MLS”), is the owner of Lot 9, Parkside Hills-
Fourth Addition, (Lots 1-16) West Branch, Iowa (the “Property”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, MLS has submitted a proposed Site Plan for the Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Engineer and Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed said 
Site Plan and recommended approval of the same; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Site Plan complies with the requirements of Chapter 167 of the Code 
of Ordinances of the City of West Branch. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of West 
Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, that the site plan from MLS Custom Homes. for Lot 9, Parkside 
Hills-Fourth Addition, West Branch, Iowa, is hereby approved. 
 

Passed and approved this 2nd day of June, 2025. 
 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
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OUTLOT "A"

(1) QB

(1) AG

(1) MP

(1) SR

(1) GT

(8) CS

SYMBOL CODE QTY BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME INSTALL SIZE COMMENT MATURE H. X W.

SHADE TREES

GT 1 Gleditsia triacanthos inermis `Skycole` TM Skyline Thornless Honey Locust 2" Cal. B&B 35` x 25`

QB 1 Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak 2" Cal. B&B 50` x 50`

ORNAMENTAL TREES

AG 1 Amelanchier x grandiflora `Autumn Brilliance` Autumn Brilliance Apple Serviceberry 1.5" Cal. B&B 15` x 15`

MP 1 Malus x `Prairifire` Prairifire Crabapple 1.5" Cal. B&B 15` x 15`

SR 1 Syringa reticulata `Ivory Silk` Ivory Silk Japanese Tree Lilac 1.5" Cal. B&B 20` x 15`

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS
CS 8 Cornus sericea `Farrow` TM Arctic Fire Red Twig Dogwood 24" Ht. Container 4` x 4`

PLANT SCHEDULE
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                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2025-65 - Approving the Final Plat of Parkside Hills – Fourth 

Addition, West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa.  
PREPARED BY: Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
DATE:  May 28, 2025  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
Brian Shay, owner of MLS Custom Homes purchased the eastern most lots of Lot 9, Parkside 
Hills-Third Addition, now known as Parkside Hills-Fourth Addition.  Shay is proposing to 
construct two (2) eight (8) unit town homes on lots 1 – 16.   
 
Shay discussed his proposal with the City Council on December 2, 2024 and presented his 
conceptual plans.  Shay proposed a different concept from the original developer (Advantage 
Development) which increases the density, adds additional driveway space, and increases the 
number of beds and baths.  The Council liked Shay’s proposal and gave their verbal approval for 
Shay to proceed with his plans. 
 
Shay has submitted (revised) Final Plat to Planning & Zoning who reviewed the proposal at their 
May 27, 2025 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Planning & Zoning Commission, along with City Engineer Dave Schechinger approved the 
final plat. 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Kevin D. Olson, 1400 5th Street, Coralville, Iowa 52241 (319) 351-2277 
Return to:  City of West Branch, 110 Poplar Street, PO Box 218, West Branch, Iowa 52358 (319) 643-5888 
 
 RESOLUTION 2025-65 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT OF PARKSIDE HILLS – FOURTH 
ADDITION, WEST BRANCH, CEDAR COUNTY, IOWA. 

 
 WHEREAS, the developer did file with the City Clerk of West Branch, a final  
 plat for Parkside Hills – Fourth Addition, West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the legal description for said Subdivision is as follows: 
 

Lots 29 through 40, Parkside Hills, Third Addition, West Branch, Iowa, in accordance 
with the Plat thereof recorded in Book 1770 at Pages 204-211, Records of the Cedar 
County Recorder; and  

 
 WHEREAS, said property has been dedicated with the free consent and in accordance 
with the desires of the owner; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforementioned plat and subdivision is found to conform with Chapter 
354 of the State Code of Iowa, Chapter 166 of the West Branch Code of Ordinances, and all 
other ordinances and statutory requirements; and 
  
 WHEREAS, said final platting of the aforementioned subdivision has been examined by 
the West Branch Planning and Zoning Commission; and  
 
 WHEREAS, recommendations from both said Commission and City Staff have been 
made; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after due deliberation, said Commission has recommended that the final 
platting of the proposed subdivision, be accepted and approved. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of West 
Branch, Iowa, that the final platting of Parkside Hills – Fourth Addition, West Branch, Cedar 
County, Iowa, be and the same is hereby approved. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk of the City of West Branch, Iowa, is 
hereby authorized and directed to certify a copy of this Resolution to the County Recorder of 
Cedar County, Iowa, along with all other required ancillary documents. 
 
 
 Passed and approved this 2nd day of June, 2025. 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
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DESCRIPTION - PARKSIDE HILLS - PART FOUR

Lots 29 through 40 of Parkside Hills - Third Addition, in accordance with the Plat thereof Recorded
in Book 1770 at Pages 204-211 of the Records of the Cedar County Recorder's Office. Said tract of
land contains 1.07 Acres, and is subject to easements and restrictions of record.
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                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2025-66 – Approving an Engineering Services Agreement with 

Calhoun-Burns and Associates for 2025 Bridge Inspection and Load Rating.    
PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  May 28, 2025  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of West Branch, Iowa has its five bridges inspected every twenty-four months to ensure 
the safety of its residents and visitors who travel through the City.   
 
The attached agreement has been prepared by Calhoun-Burns & Associates, West Des Moines, 
Iowa for consideration to complete the inspections and prepare the necessary forms to submit to 
IDOT on behalf of the City of West Branch.   
 
Calhoun-Burns & Associates are the local agency bridge expert specialist division of Veenstra & 
Kimm and will perform these services as described in the attached Agreement. 
 



RESOLUTION 2025-66 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT 
WITH CALHOUN-BURNS AND ASSOCIATES FOR 2025 BRIDGE INSPECTION 

AND LOAD RATING. 
 
 WHEREAS, The City of West Branch, Iowa has its five bridges inspected every 
twenty-four months to ensure the safety of its residents and visitors to the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, Veenstra & Kimm Inc. has completed many of the tasks associated 
with bridge inspections in past years to the City of West Branch’s satisfaction; and 

 
WHEREAS, Calhoun-Burns & Associates are the local agency bridge expert 

specialist division of Veenstra & Kimm and will perform these services as described in 
said Agreement; and 

 
WHEREAS, these services should be completed in accordance with Iowa 

Department of Transportation and Federal Highway Administration guidelines and 
requirements; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Calhoun-Burns & Associates, West Des Moines, Iowa has prepared 
an agreement to perform the aforementioned services which has been reviewed by the city 
engineer and now requires the approval of the City Council. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 
West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, that the aforementioned engineering services 
agreement be and the same is hereby approved.  Further, the Mayor and City Clerk are 
directed to execute said agreement on behalf of the City. 
 
   Passed and approved this 2nd day of June 2025. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
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