
(The following is a synopsis of the minutes of the West Branch City Council meeting. A video recording is available for inspection at westbranchiowa.org.  The minutes are not approved until the next regularly scheduled City Council meeting.)                                                  

West Branch, Iowa                                               City Council                                       March 17, 2025
Council Chambers 	                                          Regular Meeting                                    7:00 p.m.     	                                                                  

Mayor Pro Tem Tom Dean called the West Branch City Council regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Roll call: Council members present; Tom Dean, Colton Miller, Mike Horihan, Tom Dean, Jerry Sexton.  
Absent:  Mayor Roger Laughlin  
City Staff present: City Administrator Adam Kofoed, City Clerk Leslie Brick, Public Works Director Matt Goodale, Park & Recreation Director Erin Laughlin and Library Director Jessie Schafer.
Attending via Zoom: Finance Officer Heidi Van Auken, Deputy Clerk Jessica Brown and City Engineer Dave Schechinger. 

APPROVE THE AGENDA
Motion by Miller, second by Sexton to approve the agenda. Motion carried on a voice vote.

[bookmark: _Hlk78271621]APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Approve minutes from the March 3, 2025 City Council meeting.
Claims for March 17, 2025.

EXPENDITURES				3/17/2025	
			
ALLIANT ENERGY				ALLIANT ENERGY	 			17,354.39 
AMAZON.COM				BOOKS, DVDS, PROG PRIZES-LIB	 		116.80 
BAKER & TAYLOR				BOOKS	 				415.33 
BANKERS ADVERTISING			NAME TAGS-LIBRARY	 			61.99 
BOUND TREE MEDICAL			MED SUPPLIES-FIRE	 			211.64 
CAPITAL ONE				BLDG & PROG SUPPLIES-LIB	 		79.86 
CEDAR COUNTY RECORDER			RECORDING FEES	 			58.00 
CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES			DOT DRUG TESTING-PW	 		180.00 
CULLIGAN WATER TECH			WATER SOFTENER SERVICE	 		73.98 
ELECTRIC PUMP				WW PUMPS SERVICE CALL	 		1,487.25 
FIRE SERVICE TRAINING BUREAU			CERT FEES FOR HAZMAT-FIRE	 		100.00 
HAWKINS					CHEMICALS	 			3,586.64 
HI-LINE						SHOP SUPPLIES	 			327.28 
IOWA ASSN. MUN. UTILITIES			MEMBERSHIP DUES 25-26	 		939.00 
IOWA CODIFICATION 				JANUARY 2025 SUPPLEMENT	 		437.00 
KANOPY						ON DEMAND VIDEO SERVICE	 		8.00 
KIRKWOOD COMM. COLLEGE			BLS PROVIDER FEE-FIRE	 		216.00 
LINN COUNTY R.E.C.				STREET LIGHTS	 			309.22 
LRS HOLDINGS				TRASH & RECYCLING FEB 2025	 		18,684.75 
MENARDS					PAINT SUPPLIES-PW	 			114.63 
MOPPY MO'S				JANITORIAL SERVICES	 			857.50 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE			CITY CLEAN UP PERMIT FEE	 		100.00 
OLSON, KEVIN D				LEGAL SERVICES-MARCH 2025	 		1,500.00 
OVERDRIVE				DIGITAL & AUDIO BOOKS	 		197.47 
QUILL CORP				OFFICE SUPPLIES-CITY	 			79.73 
STEEN, CATHERINE				HOTEL, MEAL, MILES REIMBURSE	 		516.16 
STRYKER SALES CORP.				STRAP, STABILIZATION-FIRE	 		100.80 
SUMMIT FIRE PROTECTION			DRY CHEM EXTINGUISH RECHARGE	 	113.75 
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES			TAX FILINGS 2024	 			3,641.00 
WEST BRANCH REPAIRS			FIRE TRUCK SERVICE	 			2,314.67 
WEST BRANCH TIMES				LEGAL PUBLICATIONS	 			686.06 
			
TOTAL			 								54,868.90 
			
PAYROLL-WAGES, TAXES, EMPLOYEE BENEFITS		3/14/2025	 			56,916.05 
			
PAID BETWEEN MEETINGS			
			
SISCO						HEALTH CLAIMS 3/10/2025	 		6.17 
AT&T MOBILITY				WIRELESS SERVICE	 			210.04 
ECONO SIGNS				CUBBY & BERANEK SIGNS	 		514.89 
HARLESS, VERONICA				SR. FITNEES CLASSES 	 			570.00 
HI-LINE						PLANT REPAIR SUPPLIES	 		197.72 
KNOX COMPANY				KNOX BOXES	 			1,019.00 
LEAF CAPITAL FUNDING 			COPIER LEASE-LIBRARY	 		142.02 
LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS			LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS	 		1,589.50 
PITNEY BOWES PURCHASE POWER		REPLENISH POSTAGE-LIBRARY	 		100.00 
STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS			CHEMICALS	 			257.89 
WEX BANK					VEHICLE FUEL	 			936.49 
SISCO						FLEX CLAIMS 3/3/2025	 		3,269.27 
METLIFE						INSURANCE PREMIUM	 		2,390.15 
SISCO 						INSURANCE PREMIUM	 		18,672.83 
			
TOTAL			 								29,875.97 
			
GRAND TOTAL EXPENDITURES			 					141,660.92 
			
FUND TOTALS			
001   GENERAL FUND			 60,670.43 
022   CIVIC CENTER			 985.19 
031   LIBRARY			 6,752.39 
110   ROAD USE TAX			 5,965.92 
112   TRUST AND AGENCY		 28,522.62 
600   WATER FUND			 20,755.94 
610   SEWER FUND			 17,347.44 
740   STORM WATER UTILITY		 660.99 
			
GRAND FUND TOTAL			 141,660.92

Motion by Miller, second by Horihan to approve the Consent agenda.  AYES: Miller, Horihan, Sexton, Stoolman, Dean. NAYS: None. Motion carried. 

PRESENTATIONS / COMMUNICATIONS / OPEN FORUM 
Bobby Sexton, 21 Greenview Dr., addressed the Council regarding the lack of street lights and speed zone signs in the Greenview Subdivision. Sexton voiced his concerns over resident and child safety in regards to the upcoming Cedar-Johnson Road Reconstruction project that will divert vehicular traffic from the Bickford and Cedar’s Edge subdivisions through Greenview as a detour route.  Sexton reminded the Council that the city annexed the Greenview Subdivision into city limits in 1976 (fifty years ago) and the City has not made any public improvements to the neighborhood such as concrete streets, curb & gutter or sidewalks.

Faye Goodspeed, 329 S. 1st Street, addressed the Council as a member of the newly formed Hoover’s Hometown Days committee and asked the Council to pledge $5000 of financial support to the 2025 annual event. 

Jessie Simon, Executive Director, Main Street West Branch 2024 Annual Report.  Simon reported on the past twelve months activities highlighting their many accomplishments and future goals.  Simon thanked the countless volunteers, community members and businesses who play a vital role in the Main Street program.

[bookmark: _Hlk182477460][bookmark: _Hlk180074694][bookmark: _Hlk175570842][bookmark: _Hlk164854019][bookmark: _Hlk126319362]PUBLIC HEARING / NON-CONSENT AGENDA
Public Hearing – on the plans, specifications, estimate of cost and form of contract; ordering bids and directing notice of the same; all for the Cedar-Johnson Road Reconstruction Project.
Dean opened the public hearing at 7:32 p.m. There were no public comments.  Dean closed the public hearing at 7:33 p.m.

Motion to suspend the rules (Per Code Section 380.3) and to combine the 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 823, 824 & 825. / Move to action.
Miller stated that he normally would not approve of utilizing Code section 380.3, and further stated that with a current bill in the State House regarding eliminating cities ability to charge franchise fees in the future, Miller felt condensing the second and third readings are necessary for this situation.
Motion by Sexton, second by Miller.  AYES: Sexton, Miller, Dean, Stoolman, Horihan. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

2nd Reading Ordinance 823 – Granting to Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative, its successors and assigns, a non-exclusive Twenty-Five-year Franchise to acquire, construct, erect, maintain and operate an electric system in the City of West Branch, Iowa, and to furnish and sell electric energy to the City and its inhabitants, and requiring said company to pay a franchise fee. / Move to action.
Motion by Miller, second by Sexton to approve the second reading of Ordinance 823.  AYES: Miller, Sexton, Horihan, Stoolman, Dean. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

3rd Reading Ordinance 823 – Granting to Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative, its successors and assigns, a non-exclusive Twenty-Five-year Franchise to acquire, construct, erect, maintain and operate an electric system in the City of West Branch, Iowa, and to furnish and sell electric energy to the City and its inhabitants, and requiring said company to pay a franchise fee. / Move to action.
Below is a summary of Ordinance 823.  A full copy is available for inspection at the City Office.

						Ordinance 823
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO LINN COUNTY RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, A NON-EXCLUSIVE TWENTY-FIVE YEAR FRANCHISE TO ACQUIRE, CONSTRUCT, ERECT, MAINTAIN AND OPERATE AN ELECTRIC SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA, AND TO FURNISH AND SELL ELECTRIC ENERGY TO THE CITY AND ITS INHABITANTS, AND REQUIRING SAID COMPANY TO PAY A FRANCHISE FEE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, CEDAR COUNTY, IOWA:
Section 1.  Grant of Franchise.  There is hereby granted to Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative, its successors and assigns (the “Company”), the right and franchise, from and after the effective date of this ordinance codified in this chapter, to acquire, construct, operate and maintain in the City of West Branch, Iowa (the “City”), as provided herein, the necessary facilities for the distribution, transmission and sale of electricity for public and private use and to construct and maintain, over, upon, across and under the streets, highways, avenues, alleys and bridges, the necessary facilities, fixtures and equipment for such purposes.  The franchise will be effective for twenty-five years beginning with the effective date of this ordinance.  Either party may exercise an option to re-evaluate or amend the franchise by providing the other party written notice setting forth its proposed amendments or items that it desires to be re-evaluated no more than 180 days nor less than 90 days prior to the end of the fifteenth year of this franchise period.  The purpose of this notice is to expedite discussions between the Company and the City and shall not be an exclusive list of the first party’s issues.  Upon delivery of such notice, the City and Company shall meet to attempt to consider the proposed amendments.  If the City and Company are unable to agree to amend the ordinance and address other issues by the end of the fifteenth year of the franchise period, either party may terminate the franchise agreement effective on the last day of the fifteenth year of the franchise period.  If no written request to amend or terminate the franchise is delivered by either party to the other between 90 and 180 days prior to the end of the fifteenth year of the franchise period, the franchise will continue for another ten (10) years.

Section 17.  Notice.  The City shall give the Company a minimum 6-months prior to the request to implement any adjustment in the percentage of franchise fee to be collected pursuant to Section 14 hereof. The City agrees to modify the level of franchise fees imposed only once in any 24-month period. When any such Ordinance increasing, decreasing, modifying or eliminating the franchise fee shall become effective, billings reflecting the change shall commence on an agreed upon date which is not less than ninety (90) days following written notice to the Company by certified mail. The Company shall not be required to implement such new percentage unless and until it determines that it has received appropriate official documentation of final action by the City Council. In no event may the percentage of franchise fee exceed the statutory amount authorized by Iowa law.
					Passed and approved this 17th day of March, 2025.
First Reading:	March 3, 2025
Second Reading:	March 17, 2025
Third Reading:	March 17, 2025
						___________________________________
						Tom Dean, Mayor Pro Tem
ATTEST:
________________________________
Leslie Brick, City Clerk

Motion by Sexton, second by Miller to approve the third reading of Ordinance 823.  AYES: Sexton, Miller, Stoolman, Dean Horihan. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

2nd Reading Ordinance 824 – Repealing Ordinance No. 533, and granting to Interstate Power and Light Company, its successors and assigns, a non-exclusive twenty-five-year franchise to acquire, construct, erect, maintain and operate an electric system in the City of West Branch, Iowa and to furnish and sell electric energy to the City and its inhabitants, and requiring said company to pay a franchise fee to the City. / Move to action.
Motion by Sexton, second by Stoolman to approve the second reading of Ordinance 824.  AYES: Sexton, Stoolman, Dean, Horihan, Miller. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

3rd Reading Ordinance 824 – Repealing Ordinance No. 533, and granting to Interstate Power and Light Company, its successors and assigns, a non-exclusive twenty-five-year franchise to acquire, construct, erect, maintain and operate an electric system in the City of West Branch, Iowa and to furnish and sell electric energy to the City and its inhabitants, and requiring said company to pay a franchise fee to the City. / Move to action.
Below is a summary of Ordinance 824.  A full copy is available for inspection at the City Office.

						ORDINANCE NO. 824	
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 533, AND GRANTING TO INTERSTATE POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, A NON-EXCLUSIVE TWENTY-FIVE YEAR FRANCHISE TO ACQUIRE, CONSTRUCT, ERECT, MAINTAIN AND OPERATE AN ELECTRIC SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA AND TO FURNISH AND SELL ELECTRIC ENERGY TO THE CITY AND ITS INHABITANTS, AND REQUIRING SAID COMPANY TO PAY A FRANCHISE FEE TO THE CITY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE City Council of the City of WEST BRANCH, CEDAR County, Iowa, hereinafter referred to as the “City”:

Section 1.  There is hereby granted to Interstate Power and Light Company, hereinafter referred to as the "Company," its successors and assigns, the right and non-exclusive franchise to acquire, construct, reconstruct, erect, maintain  and  operate  in  the  City, works and plants for the manufacture and generation of electricity and a distribution system for electric light, heat and power and the right to erect and maintain the necessary poles, lines, wires, conduits and other appliances for the distribution of electric current along, under and upon the streets, alleys and public places in the said City to supply individuals, corporations, communities, and municipalities both inside and outside of said City with electric light, heat and power for the period of twenty-five (25) years; also the right of eminent domain as provided in Section 364.2 of the Code of Iowa. 

This franchise is limited to electrical service.  No other services shall be provided to the public by the Company hereunder.
Section 15. This Ordinance sets forth and constitutes the entire agreement between the Company and the City with respect to the rights contained herein, and may not be supplemented, superseded, modified or otherwise amended without the written approval and acceptance of the Company.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, in no event shall the City enact or maintain any Ordinance or place any limitations, either operationally or through the assessment of fees other than those approved and accepted by the Company within this Ordinance, that create additional burdens upon the Company, or which delay utility operations.
			Passed and adopted by the West Branch City Council on the 17th day of March, 2025.

First Reading:        March 3, 2025
Second Reading:   March 17, 2025
Third Reading:      March 17, 2025	
							_________________________
							Tom Dean, Mayor Pro Tem
	
ATTEST:	
______________________	
Leslie Brick, City Clerk

Motion by Miller, second by Sexton to approve the third reading of Ordinance 824.  AYES: Miller, Sexton, Stoolman, Dean, Horihan. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

2nd Reading Ordinance 825 – Repealing Ordinance No. 695 and granting to Interstate Power and Light Company, its successors and assigns, a non-exclusive twenty-five-year franchise to erect, construct, reconstruct, maintain, and operate plant and systems for the distribution of natural gas in the City of West Branch, Iowa and to sell, distribute, and supply natural gas to said City and its inhabitants, and requiring said company to pay a franchise fee to the City. / Move to action.
Motion by Sexton, second by Stoolman to approve the second reading of Ordinance 825.  AYES: Sexton, Stoolman, Dean, Horihan, Miller. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

3rd Reading Ordinance 825 – Repealing Ordinance No. 695 and granting to Interstate Power and Light Company, its successors and assigns, a non-exclusive twenty-five-year franchise to erect, construct, reconstruct, maintain, and operate plant and systems for the distribution of natural gas in the City of West Branch, Iowa and to sell, distribute, and supply natural gas to said City and its inhabitants, and requiring said company to pay a franchise fee to the City. / Move to action.
Below is a summary of Ordinance 825.  A full copy is available for inspection at the City Office.

ORDINANCE NO.  825
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 695 AND GRANTING TO INTERSTATE POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, A NON-EXCLUSIVE TWENTY-FIVE YEAR FRANCHISE TO ERECT, CONSTRUCT, RECONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN, AND OPERATE PLANT AND SYSTEMS FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF NATURAL GAS IN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA AND TO SELL, DISTRIBUTE, AND SUPPLY NATURAL GAS TO SAID CITY AND ITS INHABITANTS, AND REQUIRING SAID COMPANY TO PAY A FRANCHISE FEE TO THE CITY.

	BE IT ORDAINED BY THE City Council of the City of WEST BRANCH, CEDAR County, Iowa, hereinafter referred to as the “City”:

Section 1.  There is hereby granted to Interstate Power and Light Company, hereinafter referred to as the "Company," its successors and assigns, the right, privilege and non-exclusive franchise for the term of twenty-five (25) years from and after the passage, adoption, approval and acceptance of this Ordinance, to lay down, maintain and operate the necessary pipes, mains and other conductors and appliances in, along and under the streets, avenues, alleys and public places in the City as now or hereafter constituted, for the purpose of distributing, supplying and selling gas to said City and the residents thereof and to persons and corporations beyond the limits thereof; also the right of eminent domain as provided in Section 364.2 of the Code of Iowa. The term "gas" as used in this franchise shall be construed to mean natural gas only. 

This franchise is limited to natural gas service.  No other services shall be provided to the public by the Company hereunder.

Section 13. This Ordinance sets forth and constitutes the entire agreement between the Company and the City with respect to the rights contained herein, and may not be supplemented, superseded, modified or otherwise amended without the approval and acceptance of the Company.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, in no event shall the City enact or maintain any ordinance or place any limitations, either operationally or through the assessment of fees, that create additional burdens upon the Company, or which delay utility operations.

			Passed and adopted by the West Branch City Council on the 17th day of March, 2025.

First Reading:        March 3, 2025
Second Reading:   March 17, 2025
Third Reading:      March 17, 2025
						             __________________________
						               Tom Dean, Mayor Pro Tem
		
ATTEST:	
___________________	
Leslie Brick, City Clerk	

Motion by Sexton, second by Miller to approve the third reading of Ordinance 825.  AYES: Sexton, Miller, Dean, Stoolman, Horihan. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Resolution 2025-28 - Approving Pay Estimate Number 7 in the amount of $79,311.39 to Midwest Underground Contractors Inc. for the Phase 2 Eastside Water Main Replacement Project. / Move to action.
Eric Gould of Veenstra & Kimm that the contractor will be coming back in the spring to address settling and seeding issues from over the winter.  Upon completion of that, the city will then accept the final pay estimate and release the retainage on the project.
Motion by Sexton, second by Miller to approve Resolution 2025-28.  AYES: Sexton, Miller, Stoolman, Horihan, Dean. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Resolution 2025-29 - Accepting the public improvements constructed in association with the Phase 2 Eastside Water Main Replacement Project. / Move to action.
Motion by Miller, second by Dean to approve Resolution 2025-29.  AYES: Miller, Dean, Stoolman, Horihan, Sexton. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Resolution 2025-30 – Amending the West Branch Employee Handbook (Amendment #4). / Move to action.
Stoolman stated that she had no issue with the City observing Juneteenth as a new holiday, but didn’t feel that employees needed an “extra” day off, Sexton agreed with her.  Miller suggested that in lieu of Juneteenth, that employee’s “give-up” another pre-determined City holiday. Dean suggested tabling the item for more discussion and have the employees give their input.  Kofoed expressed his opinion on the importance of the proposed holiday and resigned to let the Council make the final decision on what day the employee “gives up”.  Stoolman stated that employees get the day after Thanksgiving (Friday) off and it is not a “federal” holiday, so that day should be sacrificed in lieu of Juneteenth.  Sexton made a motion to amend Resolution 2025-30 to add Juneteenth to the list of City holidays and remove the day after Thanksgiving (Friday).
Motion by Sexton, second by Stoolman to approve (the revised) Resolution 2025-30.  AYES: Sexton, Stoolman, Dean. NAYS: Miller and Horihan. Motion carried.

Resolution 2025-31 – Authorizing early partial redemption of General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2016A. / Move to action. 
Van Auken explained that the city requested an additional $150,000 in TIF for FY24 that was to be used for an interfund loan.  Van Auken found out after the fact, that an interfund loan was not needed.  In speaking with the City’s financial advisor, it was decided that the city could use those funds to pay down TIF debt rather than return it to the County.  
Motion by Miller, second by Sexton to approve Resolution 2025-31.  AYES: Miller, Sexton, Stoolman, Dean, Horihan. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Resolution 2025-32 - Resolution authorizing partial early redemption of Taxable General Obligation Urban Renewal Bonds, Series 2016B. / Move to action.
Van Auken stated that an additional $55,000 payment (from the excess TIF funds) will pay off this bond one year early than planned.
Motion by Sexton, second by Miller to approve Resolution 2025-32.  AYES: Sexton, Miller, Horihan, Stoolman, Dean. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Resolution 2025-33 – Accepting a quote for tree felling in conjunction with the Cedar-Johnson Road Reconstruction Project. / Move to action.
Miller questioned the difference in quotes from the three companies.  Gould of V&K confirmed that the low bidder is aware of the requirements for the work that needs to be done.
Motion by Sexton, second by Dean to approve Resolution 2025-33.  AYES: Sexton, Dean, Stoolman, Horihan, Miller. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Resolution 2025-34 - Accepting bids and awarding the construction contract for the Cedar-Johnson Road Reconstruction Project. / Move to action.
Dean suggested that the Council table this agenda item pending direction from the City Attorney (who is on vacation).  Dean said the item could be brought back to the April 7th meeting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion by Dean, second by Miller to TABLE Resolution 2025-34.  AYES: Dean, Miller, Stoolman, Horihan, Sexton. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Discussion – Nuisance Enforcement Priorities
Kofoed asked the Council for direction on nuisance priorities.  Council discussed and provided their priorities to Kofoed to carry out.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT – No report
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – Absent

CITY ENGINEER REPORT 
Schechinger stated that Neuzil & Son’s will start cutting down trees along Cedar-Johnson Road as part of the project as a deadline of April 1st is required due to bat habitat. He also said that temporary easements have been delivered to affected property owners.  Schechinger said that Meadows Part 6 is continuing to grade for the new subdivision and utility work has begun.  Eric Gould, of V& K said he will be resubmitting the final plans for the Wapsi Creek project to FEMA this Friday, and that he has been assured that the review is not expected to take ninety days.

STAFF REPORTS 
Library Director Jessie Schafer reported on the spring break activities at the library and said today had good attendance and that more fun was planned for the remainder of the week.

[bookmark: Claims_9-06-16]COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Dean asked Public Works to investigate why no overnight parking signage was not replaced on N. Downey Street.  Dean said he noticed quite a bit of overnight parking in front of businesses early the mornings.

ADJOURNMENT
[bookmark: _Hlk179279011]Motion to adjourn by Miller, second by Sexton.  Motion carried on a voice vote.  City Council meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.												           																			_________________________________________					                                                    Tom Dean, Mayor Pro Tem

ATTEST: 

______________________________________                
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
--


