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CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2023 - 7:00 P.M. 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 110 N. POPLAR STREET, WEST BRANCH, IOWA 

West Branch Public Library Board quorum may be present 
 

https://zoom.us/j/5814699699 
or dial in phone number 1-312-626-6799 with Meeting ID 581 469 9699. 

 
1. Call to order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  
3. Roll call 
4. Welcome 
5. Approve Agenda. /Move to action. 
6. Approve Consent Agenda/Move to action. 

a. Approve Minutes from the October 16, 2023 City Council meeting. 
b. Approve a Special Event Permit for Christmas Past sponsored by Main Street West Branch. 
c. Approve the Monthly Finance Report for September. 
d. Claims for 11/06/2023. 

7. Presentations/Communications/Open Forum 
 West Branch Public Library Annual Report, Library Director Becky Knoche 
8. Public Hearing/Non-Consent Agenda 

a. Third Reading Ordinance 808 – Providing that General Property Taxes Levied and 
Collected on Certain Lots in The Meadows, Part 4A and Part 4B in West Branch, Iowa be 
paid to a Special Fund for Payments on Loans in connection to the West Branch Urban 
Renewal Area. / Move to action. 

b. Third Reading Ordinance 809 – Providing that General Property Taxes Levied and 
Collected at 401 Parkside Drive, West Branch, Iowa be paid to a Special Fund for 
Payments on Loans in connection to the West Branch Urban Renewal Area. / Move to 
action. 

c. Second Reading Ordinance 810 – Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of West 
Branch, as previously amended, by Changing Water Rates. / Move to action. 

d. Second Reading Ordinance 811 – Amending the Code of Ordinance of the City of West 
Branch, as previously amended, by Changing Sewer Rates. / Move to action. 

e. Resolution 2023-111 - Approve Change Order Number 3 in the amount of ($1,497.00) for 
the Eastside Water Main Improvement Project. / Move to action. 

f. Resolution 2023-112 – Approve Pay Estimate Number 5 in the amount of $188,436.37 to 
Lynch Excavating Inc. for the Eastside Water Main Improvement Project. / Move to action.  
/ Move to action. 

g. Resolution 2023-113 – Approving the purchase of a mobility lift for Town Hall. / Move to 
action. 

h. Resolution 2023-114 - Approving a salary adjustment for Gabe Trimpe for Fiscal Year 2024. 
/ Move to action. 

i. Motion to accept the resignation of Zachary Murdock from the West Branch Police 
Department. / Move to action. 

9. City Administrator Report 
10.  City Attorney Report 
11.  City Engineer Report 
12.  City Staff Reports      
13.  Comments from Mayor and Council Members 
14.  Motion to adjourn. 

https://zoom.us/j/5814699699


 

(The following is a synopsis of the minutes of the West Branch City Council meeting. A video recording is available 
for inspection at westbranchiowa.org.  The minutes are not approved until the next regularly scheduled City Council 
meeting.) 
 
West Branch, Iowa                                               City Council                                       October 16, 2023 
Council Chambers                                            Regular Meeting                                           7:00 p.m.                                                                         
 
Mayor Roger Laughlin called the West Branch City Council regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
Roll call: Council members present:  Colton Miller, Jerry Sexton, Tom Dean, Jodee Stoolman and Nick 
Goodweiler.  City Staff present:  City Administrator Adam Kofoed, City Clerk Leslie Brick, Public Works 
Director Matt Goodale, Police Chief John Hanna, City Attorney Kevin Olson, City Engineer Dave 
Schechinger.  Staff attending via Zoom:  Heidi Van Auken, Library Director Becky Knoche.   
 
APPROVE THE AGENDA 
Motion by Miller, second by Goodweiler to approve the agenda.  Motion carried on a voice vote. 
 
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 
Approve Minutes from the October 2, 2023 City Council meeting 
Appoint Max Kober to the Planning & Zoning Commission, term expiration 12/31/2023. 
Appoint Amy Guhl to the Planning & Zoning Commission, term expiration 12/31/2024. 
Claims for 10/16/2023 
 
EXPENDITURES    10/16/2023  
    
AMAZON.COM    CLEANING & TANK SUPPLIES-LIBRARY   342.63  
ARSL     MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL    50.00  
BAKER & TAYLOR    BOOKS      395.86  
BARNHART'S CUSTOM SERVICES   WIDENING WAPSI & SHOP TILE REPAIR   7,367.10  
BOWERS CUSTOM SERVICES   EXCAVATION TO FIND LEAK    1,125.00  
CAPITAL ONE    PROG SNACKS, TANK SUPPLIES-LIB   83.01  
CEDAR COUNTY RECORDER   RECORDING FEES     42.00  
DEMCO     LIBRARY PROCESSING SUPPLIES    85.27  
GIESE, JACOB    BLDG INCENTIVE PAYMENT   873.28  
HAWKINS INC    CHEMICALS     2,382.77  
HI-LINE INC    SHOP SUPPLIES/SIGN HARDWARE   227.95  
IMPACT7G     WIDENING WAPSI CREEK    770.00  
IMWCA     IMWCA FY24 INSTALLEMENT 4    2,836.00  
IOWA ASSN. MUN. UTILITIES   QUARTERLY SAFETY TRAINING DUES   888.00  
IOWA DEPT OF NATURAL   2024 ANNUAL WATER USE FEE    115.00  
IOWA ONE CALL    UTILITY LOCATION SERVICE    80.10  
KANOPY     ON DEMAND VIDEO SERVICE    26.00  
LEAF CAPITAL FUNDING   COPIER LEASE-LIBRARY    142.02  
LINN COUNTY R.E.C.    STREET LIGHTS     291.99  
MAINSTAY SYSTEMS OF IOWA L   WALL RACK, CABLES, PANEL    288.00  
MOPPY MO'S     JANITORIAL SERVICES     927.50  
OVERDRIVE INC    DIGITAL & AUDIO BOOKS    262.23  
PETERSEN, JOELLE & CORY   BLDG INCENTIVE PAYMENT    1,000.00  
PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL   PEST CONTROL-TOWN HALL, CITY   105.90  
QC ANALYTICAL SERVICES   LAB ANALYSIS     717.75  
SECRETARY OF STATE    NOTARY RENEWAL FEE-BRICK    30.00  
STATE HYGIENIC LAB    LAB ANALYSIS     397.50  
SURVEYING AND MAPPING   ANNUAL GIS WEBSITE MAINTENANCE   3,600.00  
WEX BANK     VEHICLE FUEL     1,375.43  
    
TOTAL           26,828.29  
    
PAYROLL-WAGES, TAXES, EMPLOYEE BENEFITS  10/13/2023    50,883.04  
    
PAID BETWEEN MEETINGS    
    
SISCO     HEALTH CLAIMS 10/10/2023    9.57  
VARIOUS VENDORS    UB REFUNDS     66.40  
GASKILL, KATHARINE    PERM & TEMP EASEMENT SETTLEMENT   30,000.00  
MEARDON, SUEPPEL, DOWNER   ATTORNEY FEES CONTRIBUTION    10,000.00  
AMAZON.COM    VARIOUS ITEMS-LIBRARY    79.84  
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL    PAINT       130.97  

https://westbranchiowa.org/city-of-west-branch/mayor-city-council/meetings/


 

PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL    POSTAGE METER LEASE-LIBRARY     77.37  
QUILL     BARCODE LABELS-LIBRARY    24.74  
STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS    CHEMICALS      243.08  
USA BLUE BOOK    CHLORINE INJECTOR, PUMPS    3,699.56  
    
TOTAL           44,331.53  
    
GRAND TOTAL EXPENDITURES         122,042.86  
    
FUND TOTALS    
001   GENERAL FUND    23,500.07  
022   CIVIC CENTER    210.45  
031   LIBRARY    7,614.35  
036   TORT LIABILITY    2,673.62  
110   ROAD USE TAX    6,630.23  
112   TRUST AND AGENCY   6,949.61  
321   WIDENING WAPSI CREEK   47,257.10  
600   WATER FUND    17,917.28  
610   SEWER FUND    7,823.84  
740   STORM WATER UTILITY   1,466.31  
    
GRAND FUND TOTAL    122,042.86 
 
No comments. 
Motion by Sexton, second by Miller to approve the Consent agenda.  AYES: Sexton, Miller, Stoolman, Dean, 
Goodweiler.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried.  
 
PRESENTATIONS / COMMUNICATIONS / OPEN FORUM - NONE 
 
PUBLIC HEARING / NON-CONSENT AGENDA 
Public Hearing – on the Proposed Amendment No. 6 to the Amended and Restated West Branch Urban 
Renewal Plan. 
Laughlin opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.  There were no comments.  Laughlin closed the public hearing 
at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Second Reading Ordinance 808 – Providing that General Property Taxes Levied and Collected on Certain Lots 
in The Meadows, Part 4A and Part 4B in West Branch, Iowa be paid to a Special Fund for Payments on Loans 
in connection to the West Branch Urban Renewal Area. / Move to action. 
There were no comments. 
Motion by Dean, second by Miller to approve second reading of Ordinance 808.  AYES:  Dean, Miller, 
Goodweiler, Stoolman, Sexton.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Second Reading Ordinance 809 – Providing that General Property Taxes Levied and Collected at 401 
Parkside Drive, West Branch, Iowa be paid to a Special Fund for Payments on Loans in connection to the 
West Branch Urban Renewal Area. / Move to action. 
There were no comments. 
Motion by Dean, second by Miller to approve second reading of Ordinance 809.  AYES:  Dean, Miller, 
Goodweiler, Stoolman, Sexton.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
First Reading Ordinance 810 – Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of West Branch, as previously 
amended, by Changing Water Rates. / Move to action. 
No discussion. 
Motion by Dean, second by Sexton to approve first reading of Ordinance 810.  AYES:  Dean, Sexton, Miller, 
Stoolman, Goodweiler, Dean.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
First Reading Ordinance 811 – Amending the Code of Ordinance of the City of West Branch, as previously 
amended, by Changing Sewer Rates. / Move to action. 
No discussion. 
Motion by Goodweiler, second by Sexton to approve first reading of Ordinance 811.  AYES:  Goodweiler, 
Sexton, Stoolman, Dean, Miller.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 



 

Resolution 2023-108 - Approving and Adopting Amendment No. 6 to the Amended and Restated Urban 
Renewal Plan. / Move to action. 
Stoolman asked if Brown’s was agreeable to the twenty-five percent rebate.  Kofoed said he spoke with the 
Mr. Brown and that he was okay with the percentage that Council approved. 
Motion by Sexton, second by Goodweiler to approve Resolution 2023-108.  AYES:  Sexton, Goodweiler, 
Stoolman, Miller, Dean.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Resolution 2023-109 – Support and Financial Commitment for the Main Street Program in West Branch, Iowa. 
/ Move to action. 
Simon noted that the only differences in former agreements is that the contract is now a four-year agreement 
versus a two-year agreement, and that no set dollar amount of financial support is required by the City.  Kofoed 
reminded the Council that the City has been pledging fifty percent of the hotel / motel tax to the organization 
which has typically been around thirteen thousand dollars for the past few years. 
Motion by Dean, second by Miller to approve Resolution 2023-109.  AYES:  Dean, Miller, Sexton, Stoolman, 
Goodweiler.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Resolution 2023-110 – Approving Pay Estimate Number 12 in the amount of $734,586.93 to Boomerang Corp. 
for the Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project. /Move to action. 
Schechinger said Boomerang has submitted two different options for the completion of the project.  He advised 
the council that he will review both options before advising the Council of what they should or shouldn’t agree 
to. Miller (who voted no at the October 2nd meeting), stated “we asked for a letter, we got one”.   
Motion by Miller, second by Sexton to approve Resolution 2023-110.  AYES:  Miller, Sexton, Stoolman, 
Dean, Goodweiler.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion – Request from the West Branch Lions Club for funds towards a mobility lift 
Greg Humrichouse, West Branch Lions Club presented quotes from two companies that sell and install 
mobility lifts.  He said the current lift at Town Hall has been inoperable for quite some time and that the 
building is no longer accessible for all.  The West Branch Lions Club, American Legion and some local 
businesses have committed financial support toward the purchase of a new lift and asked the City Council to 
pledge their financial support as well.  Humrichouse commented that he had received several comments from 
donors “why the City doesn’t fix the problem” but said he understands the budget constraints.  Humrichouse 
reminded the Council that the Town Hall is used for many private and city functions, and not having an 
operable lift could become bad press for the city.  Stoolman asked if the current lift was repairable.  Goodale 
said that the lift is several years old and not worth fixing.  Miller stated his opinion that the (city) “should fix 
it, or get rid of it”, referring to Town Hall, but was supportive of helping paying for cost of a new lift.  Kofoed 
said that this was not an FY24 budgeted expense so the current budget will have to amended.  The Council 
discussed that they City should pay for the entire cost, thus saving sales tax and then the other entities can 
reimburse the city.  The Council directed staff to have a resolution drafted for the purchase of the new lift for 
the next City Council meeting. 

                    
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  
Kofoed said the Historic Preservation Commission will continue working toward obtaining the designation of 
Certified Local Government status for the downtown area.  Kofoed said by having this designation, it will open 
more opportunities for grants for downtown projects.  
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT  
Olson said the nuisance property on East Green Street has a new owner and progress should be seen to improve 
the property in the near future. 
 
CITY ENGINEER REPORT  
Schechinger gave updates on the various city projects not noting anything of concern. 
 
STAFF REPORTS - None 
 
 



 

COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Laughlin said he had been asked if the I-80 widening project would include ramp closures at the West Branch 
exit.  There were no other comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn by Sexton, second by Miller.  Motion carried on a voice vote.  City Council meeting 
adjourned at 7:33 p.m.           
                 
              
       _________________________________________  
                                        Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 
ATTEST:  
 
___________________________________                 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk  



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Approve a Special Event Permit application from Main Street West Branch 

for Christmas Past 2023  
PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  October 26, 2023  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
Main Street West Branch is planning their annual Christmas Past event for December 1st and 2nd, 
2023.   
 
The event will include activities throughout the downtown, Town Hall, West Branch Fire Station, 
Heritage Square, Rummells Center and NPS Visitors Center. 
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                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Monthly Financial Report for September 
PREPARED BY: Finance Officer Heidi Van Auken 
DATE:  October 17, 2023  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
Monthly Financial Report: This report includes revenue, investments, expenditures, and balances 
for the month of September 2023.  
 























 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Claims for November 6, 2023 
PREPARED BY: Finance Officer, Heidi Van Auken 
DATE:  November 1, 2023  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
Claims Report: These are routine expenditures that include payroll, budget expenditures, and other 
financial items that relate to City Council approved items and/or other day-to-day operational 
disclosures. 
 
 













Salaries
$159,886

Benefits (Insurance, Social Security, Retirement)
$43,077

Collections
$21,950

Building Maintenance
$19,937

Office Equipment & Supplies
$15,030

Utilities
$11,301

Expenditures

28,328

FY23

Highlights
Physical items

Circulation

Patron Visits

1096 600 15,737 

Digital items

148,344

$481,035 $34,615

8,692
Physical Digital 

Amount Saved

 Programming

Collection

Amount Saved

15,224

5,256284
 Programs Attendees

Computer Use
1,899 sessions

Wifi Use
3,145 sessions

Programs
$4,325



Staff 
Library Director: RebeccaKnoche • Assistant Director/Collection Services Librarian: Jessica Schafer

Public Services Librarian: Kat Korsmo • Programming Librarian: Alyssa Barnhart 

Board of Trustees 
Lizabeth Osborne, President • LisaKofoed, Vice President • Amber Kleven, Secretary

 Shari Heick • Emily Cornwell • Seth Goodspeed

Friends of the Library 
Lisa Nelson,  President • Sarah Hetrick, Vice President • Kelley Schlitz, Treasurer 

Liz Solchenberger,  Secretary • Kim Linn • Janlyn Slach

Condition of the Library

Wrap UpFY23 

Library Outdoor Space

Bethany Lutheran Service Day Projects

Did you know?

a technology expert
an information detective
a manager
a marketing professional
a literacy expert
a technology trainer
a graphic designer
a community event planner
a reader’s advisor
a storyteller
a teacher
a book/movie reviewer and buyer
a fundraiser
a delivery driver
a role model

On any given day, a WBPL Librarian is:



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Third Reading Ordinance 808 - Providing that General Property Taxes 

Levied and Collected on Certain Lots in The Meadows, Part 4A and Part 
4B in West Branch, Iowa be paid to a Special Fund for Payments on Loans 
in connection to the West Branch Urban Renewal Area.   

PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  October 17, 2023  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of West Branch entered into that certain Developer’s Agreement with The Meadow’s 
Development (Resolution 1743) on October 1, 2018 which includes Tax Increment Rebate 
payments for the development of fifty-seven lots in The Meadows Part 4A and Part 4B. 
 
The terms of the Development Agreement state that the City shall make annual incremental tax 
payments to the Developer which shall be 70% of the total incremental tax revenues received by 
the City from the Development property.  Said payments shall continue until such time the total 
aggregate payments equal $395,000 or December 31, 20235, which occurs sooner. 
 
The City has rebated the Developer $32,519.00 to date. 
 
 



ORDINANCE 808 
 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING THAT GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES LEVIED AND COLLECTED 
ON CERTAIN LOTS IN THE MEADOWS, PART 4A AND PART 4B, WEST BRANCH, IOWA, IN 
THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, COUNTY OF CEDAR, STATE OF IOWA, BY AND FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THE STATE OF IOWA, CITY OF WEST BRANCH, COUNTY OF CEDAR, WEST 
BRANCH COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND OTHER TAXING DISTRICTS, BE PAID TO A 
SPECIAL FUND FOR PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST ON LOANS, MONIES 
ADVANCED TO AND INDEBTEDNESS, INCLUDING BONDS ISSUED OR TO BE ISSUED, 
INCURRED BY SAID CITY IN CONNECTION WITH SAID WEST BRANCH URBAN RENEWAL 
AREA. 
 
 WHEREAS, KLM Investments, LLC and the City of West Branch entered into that certain 
development agreement for the construction of a project located in the Meadows Subdivision, Parts 4A 
and 4B, West Branch, Iowa; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the following properties are located in the West Branch Urban Renewal Area: 
 

a. Lot 10, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4A, West Branch, Iowa 
b. Lot 13, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4A, West Branch, Iowa 
c. Lot 14, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4A, West Branch, Iowa 
d. Lot 15, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4A, West Branch, Iowa 
e. Lot 16, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4A, West Branch, Iowa 
f. Lot 20, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4A, West Branch, Iowa 
g. Lot 3, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
h. Unit A, Lot 7, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
i. Unit B, Lot 7, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
j. Unit A, Lot 12, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
k. Unit B, Lot 12, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
l. Unit A, Lot 13, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
m. Unit B, Lot 13, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
n. Unit A, Lot 16, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
o. Unit B, Lot 16, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
p. Unit A, Lot 17, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
q. Unit B, Lot 17, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
r. Unit A, Lot 27, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
s. Unit B, Lot 27, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
t. Unit A, Lot 31, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
u. Unit B, Lot 31, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
v. Unit A, Lot 32, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 
w. Unit B, Lot 32, The Meadows Subdivision, Part 4B, West Branch, Iowa 

 
(collectively the “Properties”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, indebtedness has been incurred by the City, and additional indebtedness is 
anticipated to be incurred in the future, to finance urban renewal project activities within the West Branch 
Urban Renewal Area, and the continuing needs of redevelopment of the Property within the West Branch 
Urban Renewal Area are such as to require the continued application of the incremental tax resources of 
the West Branch Urban Renewal Area; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the following enactment is necessary to accomplish the objectives described in the 
premises. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
BRANCH, IOWA, THAT: 

 
Section 1:  The taxes levied against the Properties by and for the benefit of the State of Iowa, City  

of West Branch, County of Cedar, West Branch Community School District, and all other taxing districts 
from and after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be divided as hereinafter in this Ordinance 
provided. 
 
 Section 2:  As to the Properties, that portion of the taxes which would be produced by the rate at 
which the tax is levied each year by and for each of the taxing districts taxing the Property in the West 
Branch Urban Renewal Area upon the total sum of the assessed value of Property, being the first day of 
the calendar year preceding the effective date of this Ordinance, that date being January 1, 2022, shall be 
allocated to and when collected be paid into a fund for the respective taxing district as taxes by or for said 
taxing district into which all other property taxes are paid.  The taxes so determined may be referred to 
herein as the “base period taxes.”   
  
 Section 3:  That portion of the taxes each year in excess of base period taxes for the Properties 
shall be allocated to and when collected be paid into the special tax increment fund previously established 
by the City of West Branch to pay the principal of and interest on loans, monies advanced to, or 
indebtedness, whether funded, refunded, assumed or otherwise, including bonds issued under authority of 
Section 403.9 or Section 403.12 of the Code of Iowa, incurred by the City of West Branch, Iowa to 
finance or refinance, in whole or in part, urban renewal projects undertaken within the West Branch 
Urban Renewal Area pursuant to the Urban Renewal Plan, as amended. 
 
 Section 4:  At such time as the loans, monies advanced, bonds and interest thereon and 
indebtedness of the City of West Branch referred to in Section 3 hereof have been paid, or the City has 
provided for the division of taxes for a total of twenty (20) fiscal years, whichever is sooner, all monies 
thereafter received from taxes upon the Property shall be paid into the funds for the respective taxing 
districts in the same manner as taxes on all other property. 
 
 Section 5:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance 
are hereby repealed.  In the event that any provision of this Ordinance shall be determined to be contrary 
to law it shall not affect other provisions or application of this Ordinance which shall at all times be 
construed to fully invoke the provisions of Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa with reference to the West 
Branch Urban Renewal Area and the territory contained therein. 
 
 Section 6:  This Ordinance shall be in effect after its final passage, approval and publication as 
provided by law. 
   Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2023. 
 
First Reading:  October 2, 2023 
Second Reading: October 16, 2023 
Third Reading:  November 6, 2023 
       _______________________________ 
       Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
______________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk  



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Third Reading Ordinance 809 - Providing that General Property Taxes 

Levied and Collected at 401 Parkside Drive, West Branch, Iowa be paid to 
a Special Fund for Payments on Loans in connection to the West Branch 
Urban Renewal Area.   

PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  October 17, 2023  
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of West Branch entered into that certain Developer’s Agreement with Advantage Rentals 
LLC (Resolution 2022-46) on May 22, 2022 which includes Tax Increment Rebate payments for 
the Developer to expand commercial property at 401 Parkside Drive. 
 
The terms of the Development Agreement state that the City shall rebate the Developer seventy 
percent (70%) of the incremental tax revenues generated by the Development property according 
to the Cedar County Auditor and Cedar County Treasurer.  Said payments shall be made semi-
annually, on December 1st and June 1st of each fiscal year, for a period of ten (10) fiscal years or a 
total of twenty (20) payments. 
 
The City will rebate Developer the first payment on December 1, 2024. 
 
 



ORDINANCE 809 
 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING THAT GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES LEVIED AND COLLECTED 
AT 401 PARKSIDE DRIVE, WEST BRANCH, IOWA, IN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, COUNTY 
OF CEDAR, STATE OF IOWA, BY AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE STATE OF IOWA, CITY OF 
WEST BRANCH, COUNTY OF CEDAR, WEST BRANCH COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT, 
AND OTHER TAXING DISTRICTS, BE PAID TO A SPECIAL FUND FOR PAYMENT OF 
PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST ON LOANS, MONIES ADVANCED TO AND INDEBTEDNESS, 
INCLUDING BONDS ISSUED OR TO BE ISSUED, INCURRED BY SAID CITY IN CONNECTION 
WITH SAID WEST BRANCH URBAN RENEWAL AREA. 
 
 WHEREAS, Advantage Rentals, LLC and the City of West Branch entered into that certain 
development agreement for the construction of a project located at 401 Parkside Drive, West Branch, 
Iowa; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the following property are located in the West Branch Urban Renewal Area: 
 

See Exhibit “A” attached hereto. 
 
(the “Property”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, indebtedness has been incurred by the City, and additional indebtedness is 
anticipated to be incurred in the future, to finance urban renewal project activities within the West Branch 
Urban Renewal Area, and the continuing needs of redevelopment of the Property within the West Branch 
Urban Renewal Area are such as to require the continued application of the incremental tax resources of 
the West Branch Urban Renewal Area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the following enactment is necessary to accomplish the objectives described in the 
premises. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
BRANCH, IOWA, THAT: 

 
Section 1:  The taxes levied against the Properties by and for the benefit of the State of Iowa, City  

of West Branch, County of Cedar, West Branch Community School District, and all other taxing districts 
from and after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be divided as hereinafter in this Ordinance 
provided. 
 
 Section 2:  As to the Properties, that portion of the taxes which would be produced by the rate at 
which the tax is levied each year by and for each of the taxing districts taxing the Property in the West 
Branch Urban Renewal Area upon the total sum of the assessed value of Property, being the first day of 
the calendar year preceding the effective date of this Ordinance, that date being January 1, 2022, shall be 
allocated to and when collected be paid into a fund for the respective taxing district as taxes by or for said 
taxing district into which all other property taxes are paid.  The taxes so determined may be referred to 
herein as the “base period taxes.”   
  
 Section 3:  That portion of the taxes each year in excess of base period taxes for the Properties 
shall be allocated to and when collected be paid into the special tax increment fund previously established 
by the City of West Branch to pay the principal of and interest on loans, monies advanced to, or 
indebtedness, whether funded, refunded, assumed or otherwise, including bonds issued under authority of 
Section 403.9 or Section 403.12 of the Code of Iowa, incurred by the City of West Branch, Iowa to 



finance or refinance, in whole or in part, urban renewal projects undertaken within the West Branch 
Urban Renewal Area pursuant to the Urban Renewal Plan, as amended. 
 
 Section 4:  At such time as the loans, monies advanced, bonds and interest thereon and 
indebtedness of the City of West Branch referred to in Section 3 hereof have been paid, or the City has 
provided for the division of taxes for a total of twenty (20) fiscal years, whichever is sooner, all monies 
thereafter received from taxes upon the Property shall be paid into the funds for the respective taxing 
districts in the same manner as taxes on all other property. 
 
 Section 5:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance 
are hereby repealed.  In the event that any provision of this Ordinance shall be determined to be contrary 
to law it shall not affect other provisions or application of this Ordinance which shall at all times be 
construed to fully invoke the provisions of Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa with reference to the West 
Branch Urban Renewal Area and the territory contained therein. 
 
 Section 6:  This Ordinance shall be in effect after its final passage, approval and publication as 
provided by law. 
 
 
 
   Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2023. 
 
 
First Reading:  October 2, 2023 
Second Reading: October 16, 2023 
Third Reading:  November 6, 2023 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk  



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Second Reading Ordinance 810 – Amending the Code of Ordinances of 

the City of West Branch, as previously amended, by Changing Water Rates.  
PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  October 17, 2023  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
The City Council passed Ordinance 810 on June 19, 2023 which approved a five (5) year water 
rate increase to be effective each August 1st. 
 
As Utility Billing clerk, having rates changes at different times of the year requires extra staff 
time and is confusing to residents when the see a “jump” in their bill.   
 
I spoke with Maggie Burger, the City’s financial advisor and she recommended that changing 
rates with the start of the fiscal year (July 1st) is best practice for both budgeting and forecasting 
revenues. 
 
This ordinance changes the effective date of the water rates to July 1st beginning July 1, 2024. 
 



ORDINANCE 810 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
WEST BRANCH, AS PREVIOUSLY AMENDED, BY CHANGING WATER RATES. 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch had heretofore deemed it 
necessary to raise water rates in preparation of water infrastructure projects. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
BRANCH, CEDAR COUNTY, IOWA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Amendment.  Section 92.02(1) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of West Branch, 
Iowa is hereby amended by deleting the section in its entirety and replacing it with the following: 
 
Rate effective July 1, 2024:  $9.93 per 1000 gallons with 1,700 gallon minimum. 
Rate effective July 1, 2025:  $10.13 per 1000 gallons with 1,700 gallon minimum. 
Rate effective July 1, 2026  $10.33 per 1000 gallons with 1,700 gallon minimum. 
Rate effective July 1, 2027:  $10.54 per 1000 gallons with 1,700 gallon minimum.” 
 
Section 2. Conflicts.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances not specifically provided for and in 
conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
Section 3. Adjudication.  If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged to 
be invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a 
whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
Section 4.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage, 
approval and publication as required by law. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Passed and approved this ________ day of _________________, 2023. 
 
 

First Reading:  October 16, 2023 
Second Reading: November 6, 2023 
Third Reading: 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
 
 
I certify that the foregoing was published as Ordinance No. ______ on the ________ day of 
______________________, 2023. 
                    ___ 
             City Clerk 



 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Second Reading Ordinance 811 – Amending the Code of Ordinances of 

the City of West Branch, as previously amended, by Changing Sanitary 
Sewer Rates.  

PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  October 17, 2023  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
The City Council passed Ordinance 793 on June 20, 2022 which approved a two (2) percent 
annual sewer rate increase to be effective each January 1st beginning January 1, 2024. 
 
As Utility Billing clerk, having rates changes at different times of the year requires extra staff 
time and is confusing to residents when the see a “jump” in their bill.   
 
I spoke with Maggie Burger, the City’s financial advisor and she recommended that changing 
rates with the start of the fiscal year (July 1st) is best practice for both budgeting and forecasting 
revenues. 
 
This ordinance changes the effective date of the sewer rates to July 1st beginning July 1, 2024. 
 
 



ORDINANCE 811 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
WEST BRANCH, AS PREVIOUSLY AMENDED, BY CHANGING SANITARY SEWER 

RATES. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of West Branch had heretofore deemed it 
necessary to raise sewer rates to keep up with inflation to ensure that the sewer system can be 
maintained in a good and working order. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
BRANCH, CEDAR COUNTY, IOWA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Amendment.  Section 99.01(1) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of West Branch, 
Iowa is hereby amended by deleting adding the following after the line “$17.65 per 1000 gallons, 
with a 1,700- gallon minimum, payable monthly effective July 1, 2023,” which reads as follows: 
 
 “The sanitary sewer rate per 1000 gallons shall increase annually effective July 1, 2024, 
and for each July 1st thereafter by two percent (2%).” 
 
Section 2. Conflicts.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances not specifically provided for and in 
conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
Section 3. Adjudication.  If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged to 
be invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a 
whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
Section 4.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage, 
approval and publication as required by law. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Passed and approved this ________ day of _________________, 2023. 
 
 

First Reading:  October 16, 2023 
Second Reading: November 6, 2023 
Third Reading: 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
 
I certify that the foregoing was published as Ordinance No. ______ on the ________ day of 
______________________, 2023. 
                    ___ 
             City Clerk 



 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2023-111 - Approving Change Order Number 3 in the amount 

($1,497.00) for the Eastside Water Main Improvement Project.                                                                                           
PREPARED BY: Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
DATE:  October 13, 2023  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
 
The details for Change Order 3 on the Eastside Water Main Improvements Project is for 
modifications to the project to bore water main on Main Street instead of open cut installation.  
Change Order No. 3 decreases the contract amount by ($1,497.00). 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 



RESOLUTION 2023-111 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER #3 IN THE AMOUNT OF ($1497.00) 
FOR THE EASTSIDE WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT. 

 
  
 WHEREAS, Lynch Excavating, Inc., of West Branch, Iowa was awarded the construction 
contract for the Eastside Water Main Replacement Project (the “Project”) by the West Branch City 
Council through the passage of Resolution 2023-29 on April 3, 2023 in the amount of 
$1,077,243.70; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Lynch Excavating, Inc. has declared that said Project has started and work 
has been rendered in accordance with drawings and specifications on the Project and based on 
observations by project managers of Veenstra & Kimm who are contracted with the City of West 
Branch to oversee the construction process; and  

 
 WHEREAS, Change Order #3 makes modifications to the project to bore water main on 
Main Street instead of open cut installation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is now necessary to approve Change Order #3 which decreases the 
contract amount by ($1497.00). 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of West Branch, that 
Change Order #3 in the amount of ($1497.00) for the Eastside Water Main Improvement Project 
is approved. 
 
 

Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2023. 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
        Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 
 





 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2023-112 - Approve Pay Estimate Number 5 in the amount of 

$188,436.37 to Lynch Excavating Inc. for the Eastside Water Main 
Replacement Project. 

PREPARED BY: City Clerk, Leslie Brick 
DATE:  October 13, 2023  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
Lynch Excavating, Inc., of West Branch, Iowa was awarded the construction contract for the 
Eastside Water Main Replacement Project by the West Branch City Council through the passage 
of Resolution 2023-29 on April 3, 2023 in the amount of $1,077,243.70.  
 
The City has received and paid the following Pay Estimates for the project to date: 
 
Pay Estimate Number  Amount  Resolution #  Date 

1 $41,325.00  2023-56  June 5, 2023 
2 $211,598.68  2023-81  August 7, 2023 
3 $307,409.74  2023-85  August 21, 2023 
4 $161,324,16  2023-103  September 18, 2023 

     $721,657.58 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 RESOLUTION 2023-112 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PAY ESTIMATE NUMBER 5 IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$188,436.37 TO LYNCH EXCAVATING INC. FOR THE EASTSIDE WATER MAIN 

REPLACEMENT PROJECT 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Lynch Excavating, Inc., of West Branch, Iowa was awarded the 
construction contract for the Eastside Water Main Replacement Project (the “Project”) by the 
West Branch City Council through the passage of Resolution 2023-29 on April 3, 2023 in the 
amount of $1,077,243.70; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Lynch Excavating, Inc. has declared that said Project has started and work 
has been rendered in accordance with drawings and specifications on the Project and based on 
observations by project managers of Veenstra & Kimm who are contracted with the City of West 
Branch to oversee the construction process; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of West Branch previously approved Pay Estimate 
Number 1 through 4 in the amount of $721,657.58 to Lynch Excavating, Inc. of West Branch, IA 
to date; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is now necessary for the City Council to accept Pay Estimate Number 5 in 
the amount of $188,436.37 to Lynch Excavating, Inc. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the West Branch, 
Iowa, that Pay Estimate Number 5 in the amount of $188,436.37 to Lynch Excavating, Inc. is 
approved. 
  
 * * * * * * * * 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this 6th day of November 2023. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 









 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2023-113 – Approving the purchase of a Mobility Lift for Town 

Hall in an amount not to exceed $18,555.75. 
PREPARED BY: Adam Kofoed, City Administrator 
DATE:  October 26, 2023  
     
SUMMARY: 
 
The West Branch Lions Club presented a cost share proposal at the October 16, 2023 City 
Council meeting for the purchase of a mobility life for Town Hall.  At that meeting, West Branch 
Lions Club president, Greg Humrichouse, informed the Council that the lift was determined as 
inoperable.  Humrichouse reached out to various organizations and local businesses seeking 
donations for toward the purchase of a new mobility lift and is asking the City Council to pledge 
toward the balance not raised. 
 
The City Council agreed that the lift should be replaced immediately with the city sharing in the 
cost.  
 
  



RESOLUTION 2023-113 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF A MOBILITY LIFT 
FOR TOWN HALL IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $18,555.75 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Hall, located at 113 North First Street, West 

Branch, Iowa, is a city-owned building that is available for public and private use; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the current mobility lift at Town Hall is no longer operational 

and is need of immediate replacement in order to continue public and private 
accessibility; and 

 
WHEREAS, 101 Mobility has provided a quote for a mobility lift with a 

purchase price of $18,555.75; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this was an unbudgeted expense and therefore the FY24 
budget will need to be amended. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the 
City of West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, that the City Council approves the 
purchase of a Mobility Lift in the amount of $18,555.75 for the Town Hall.   
 
  Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2023. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Leslie Brick, City Clerk 







 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 2023-114 – Approving a salary adjustment for Gabe Trimpe for 

Fiscal Year 2024. / Move to action. 
PREPARED BY: City Administrator, Adam Kofoed 
DATE:  October 26, 2023  
     
BACKGROUND: 
Gabe Trimpe has completed his first six months orientation period. He did not receive his raise in 
July, because he was still under an orientation period. In addition, there is a $0.50 increase for 
Gabe receiving his CDL license.  
 
June 5, 2023 Meeting Staff Sheet: 
Based on the budget season, each employee will be given a 5% cost of living increase this fiscal 
year. For exceptions to the 5% please see your council special employee evaluation report. 
Employee evaluations are not public record established by State Code 22.7 of Iowa. Cost of living 
was expected to be 8.1% and should be considered in future fiscal years. The final wage with 
changes is $23.08 per hour. 
 
 
Below are the following +3% market bumps planned in 2022: 

• FY 24 market bumps:  All Police 
• FY 25 market bumps: Water, Asst. Library Dir., Clerks (if still needed.) 
• FY 26 market bumps:  Any other that is behind after bumps 

 
*Note future increases may not be feasible based on future revenue restrictions. * 



RESOLUTION 2023-114 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SALARY ADJUSTMENT FOR  
GABE TRIMPE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 

 
WHEREAS, Gabe Trimpe has successfully completed his one-hundred eighty (180) day 

probation period; and 
 
WHEREAS, Trimpe is now eligible for a five percent salary increase for the remainder of 

fiscal year 2024; and 
 
 

Position                    Name                      Hourly                Basic  
                                                                                           Wage   Hours 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Streets Maintenance        Gabe Trimpe  $23.08   40/week 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Administrator recommends approval of the salary adjustment. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of West Branch, 
Iowa, that the aforementioned resolution is hereby approved and retro-active to October 9, 2023.   

 
 

Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2023. 

   
  
              
_________________________________ 

                                                       Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 

 
 

 
ATTEST: 
 

 
______________________________________ 

              Leslie Brick, City Clerk 



 
 
 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Motion to accept the resignation of Zachary Murdock from the West Branch 

Police Department. 
PREPARED BY: John K. Hanna, Chief of Police 
DATE:  October 23, 2023  
     
BACKGROUND:  
 
 
Officer Zachary Murdock was hired on March 18, 2019, and graduated from the Iowa Law 
Enforcement Academy on August 16, 2019.  
 
Officer Murdock has resigned his full-time employment with the City effective 11/05/2023.  
 
Officer Murdock was subject to a Training Reimbursement Agreement (Resolution 1802) and 
has successfully completed his service obligation under that agreement.  Officer Murdock’s 
Training Reimbursement Agreement ended on August 16, 2023. 
 
It is my recommendation to accept Officer Murdock’s resignation as a full-time Police Officer and 
retain Officer Murdock as a part-time/casual staff. 
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