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Pending Action Items:  

(Wastewater Topic) – No new Update 

A meeting is set-up with Baldridge Environmental and V&K. 

 

(College Street Bridge) – No New Update  

We are still waiting for the State to conduct their final project audit, before we can process the final billing.  We 

hope that we will get anywhere from $80,000 - $85,000 back from our retainage.  This could bring our remaining 

project balance to $250,000 or less.  We anticipate paying the balance down with $100,000 from Road Use tax 

(which maybe in two payment for cash flow reasons), and we have already declared $75,000 in Tax Increment 

Financing Asking’s.  This could leave us with a balance of approximately $75,000 which could come from future TIF 

asking or payment from Water or Sewer funds (since portions of this project involved these infrastructure items).  

V&K has conducted a walk-through with the contractor and Iowa Department of Transportation.  If you have any 

questions, comments, or concerns; please do not hesitate to contact the city’s project engineers.    

Dave Schechinger, P.E.  Eric Gould  

dschechinger@v-k.net  egould@v-k.net  

319-466-1000  319-466-1000  

    

(Cubby Park) Splash Pad – No new Update 

 The “GoFundMe” site for fund raising for the West Branch Splash Pad.  Has been temporarily suspended due to 

the lack of having banking information set-up for taking 

donations from “GoFundMe”.  Due to the unfamiliarity and 

some staff confusion of fund raising with this venue there has 

been a delay in taking in funds due to being unsure of the 

legality of taking in funds from this venue, and if City Council 

was needed to authorize “GoFundMe” as a Depository.  After 

reviewing this issue with the City Attorney it was concluded 

that City Council does not need give any authorization 

because Resolution 1702 already set-up a fund for Splash Pad 

donations.  With Consensus of City Council, I would like to 

also set-up a local fund raising site on the city’s web site, as 

well as, getting our “GoFundMe” site back up and running. 

Lions Club and Bayer have indicated that they are interested in donating a total of $5,000 to the West Branch 

Splash Pad project.  This would bring our total to $5,048.00.  Our goal is $170,000 for a splash pad that uses 

recirculates water system.  A pass through water system would cost less but would be less environmentally 

friendly and could hurt the City’s ability to expand its water permit as the city continues to grow. 

 

Report from the Desk of the City Administrator:  

• Reminder New Councilmembers: Please set up time with Nick for website pictures. 

• Turn Lane related to the School Project? 

• We have a number of projects on the horizon that may be consider for tax increment financing (TIF): The 

Croell Site, the turn lane for the BP development, Johnson / Cedar Road, and the School Turn Lane.  I have 



talked with Spear Financial (the city’s financial advisors) in order to begin preparations to have a work 

session in the next couple of months to build a strategy. 

 

Follow up / Reminder Items:  

• I am working with East Central Intergovernmental Association (ECIA) to pursue a number of grant 

opportunities related to COVID-19.  ECIA received notice that the Economic Development Administration is 
receiving funding for infrastructure, facility, planning type projects due to the COVID-19.  ECIA are working 

with communities about potential projects.  If we have any projects that need updated water, sewer, 

waste water, or building expansion for a private company.  ECIA specifically suggested considering any 

ideas related to the Croell site.  I was also told that Think big are encouraged as the typical grant is 

$600,000 to a $1,000,000 with a 20% local match requirement. Typically the match has been 50%.  In the 

meantime, I am also working with ECIA to seek a $15,000 grant to improve our Food Pantry and get it ADA 
compliant.  I have spoken with Deb Patty and we are also hoping to develop program enhancements due 

to the COVID-19 to join with the school district enhance their lunch program to include parents to the 

meals they currently supply to students.  
 
• Due to the risk of transmission of CCOVID-19  and the fact that it can be substantially reduced by 

temporarily limiting the public access to certain establishments, a number of closures have been increased 
upon, and Law enforcement has been authorized in enforcing these orders (as exhibited in attachment 2). 

 
• Cedar/Johnson County Road Question regarding Speed limit.  We have received complaints that the Speed 

limit traveling south is 35 mph (Johnson County Jurisdiction).  Yet, on the east side of the road traveling 

north the speed limit is 25mph (City of West Branch Jurisdiction).  We found a 28e agreement from 1977 
that gives the responsibility of all maintenance including erecting and maintenance of signs to the City of 

West Branch (see: attachment 1).  For this reason, I believe we can move forward with changing the speed 
limit on Cedar Johnson County Road. – Still working 
 

• Dollar General… the developer has pulled out at this time.  They are still interested in pursuing a project in 

West Branch but in their opinion the site (neighboring Community State Bank) came with too many 
development challenges to warrant continuing. 
 

• The Great Places Committee has had to postpone its planning meeting again.  I have a growing concern 

that the committee will not be able to come together with a grant proposal before June 15, 2020. 
 

• US Census – I received an update meeting with our Census Representative, and apparently West Branch 
leads the state in the rate of responses thus far.  West Branch has a 51.7% response.  Statewide, Iowa has 

a response percentage is 50%; and nationally the response percentage is 44%.  The Census is important 

because it will impact how and where public funding will flow and a greater representation of population 
could / will affect greater appropriations of funds like “Road Use Tax”.  Due to the COVID-19, the April 1st 

self-responded deadline has been extended to July 31st.  Residents who has not responded to the Census 

are encouraged to do so.  On-line at www.2020census.gov is easy, but telephone is also available at 1-800-
923-8282. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Events:  

• At this time event have been cancelled or postpone. 

 

http://www.2020census.gov/
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