
 

West Branch City Council  
City Administrator’s Report 
5/21/18 

 
Pending Action Items: 
The Wastewater Task Group visited the “Gross-Wen Technologies” site in Skokie Illinois (see 
attachment 1).  The Algae based technology is of particular interest due to its Ecological Benefits(s), 
and Revenue Generating Potential.  We saw a project sized at about half it would be for our 
community.  It appears that a pilot project is in order, or at least should be examined for both the 
Nano2 technology (sludge reduction technology) and a Gross-Wen technology.   
 

This photo was taken by City Staff from 
the City of Tiption (where a pilot project 
for Nano2 was done).  The East Waste 
Water Treatment Plant sample (is where 
the Nano2 technology was deployed) 
and the West Waste Water Treatment 
Plant sample (is where the Normal 
treatment process without Nano2).  No 
only is the water noticeably clearer, but 
this picture was taken 12 days after the 
Nano2 pilot project was over (and the 
equipment removed).  Indicating that 
the residual effects of the increased 
biological activity produced by the nano-
bubbles is still evident. 
 
During the 40-day pilot, the city of 
Tiption reported a 4-6 inch reduction of 
in sludge at the bottom of the lagoon 

involved in the pilot.  Currently, West Branch is estimated to have 12 inches of sludge at the bottom 
of our lagoons.  This is a contributing factor the production of Ammonia.  One of the compounds 
being measured as too high by DNR. 
 
The task-group will also be working financing strategies, potential pilot project approach and DNR 
compliance strategies.     

 
Report from the Desk of the City Administrator: 

 The City of West Branch partnered with Iowa State University (Extension and Outreach) to 
conduct diversity / sensitivity training, 100% of city employee have received the training.      

     
 I had a positive meeting with the partners of “Little Lights on the Lane”, I suspect to be able 

to series of one on one with City Council to gather preferences and concept proposals that 
will assist the City Administrator present a draft MOU at our June 4th meeting.  In the 
meantime, a support letter has been forwarded to the partners of “Little Lights on the Lane” 

 



 

indicating City’s Council general support and its direction to the City Administrator to 
develop an MOU. 

 
 The City has received a letter from Crestview Specialty Care regarding their request for a 

fence boarding Cubby Park.  Currently, staff has asked Fehr Graham to provide some pricing 
options on the various methods of fencing and other buffering options as indicated in a 
correspondence by the previous City Administrator (see attachment 2). 

 
Follow up / Reminder Items: 

 After our last meeting City Council asked me to share its desire to avoid closing the Dog 

Park for the staging of area for construction of a trail bridge project.  After reviewing the 

concerns of the City Council and the Animal Control Board, the Cedar County Conservation 

Director has indicated that the project will be able to make due with staging on the trail.  

The assumption is that the limited parking can be shared without having to close the Dog 

Park. 
 

 Follow-up Ace Building (City collaboration only).  See letter from project engineer. 
 

 
Good afternoon all.  Mr. Hatfield and I met with Matt this afternoon to go over and 

discuss the issue with the water meters at the high school on-site.  With that, we 

followed up w/ Chief Stoolman to let him know the plan.  It has been determined that 

the school district will be installing separate/individual meters as described below: 

 Main High School – serves the existing high school facility 
 ACE Building – serves the new ACE building as well as possibly the future 

concession/restroom building 
 Irrigation (no sewer) – serves the existing yard hydrants (outdoor spigots) and 

irrigation 
 The City will be ordering the meters based on the verified size provided to Matt, with 

the school district reimbursing the City for such costs.  The school district will then hire 

the contractor (Lynch) to install such meters.  Due to the timing with the school year, we 

agreed it makes sense to wait until school is out in the next couple of weeks so that 

there are no impacts in regards to water shut off.  This is expected to take place the 

beginning of June, with the new 8” valves to be then opened up for the full fire flow as 

originally designed and intended. 

 Thanks for all of your cooperation, and in particular Matt and Chief Stoolman for 

meeting this afternoon. 

 

 Assuming the Weather is Permitting we have scheduled a test Fire Works Shell(s) this 
Thursday.  Sunset should be around 8:30pm.  I will work with HHTD committee to organize. 

 
Events / Scheduled Meetings: 

 Music on the Village Green has started and the next event is June 1 – Jordan Danielsen.  Fun 
starts at 7p.m. 



Attachment 1 
Skokie Illinois Gross Wen Waste Water Treatment 

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 2 
Correspondence from the City 
 
 
 

 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Correspondence to the City 

 


