
 
 

  
PUBLIC NOTICE AND AGENDA OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING SCHEDULED TO CONVENE AT 7:00 P.M. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 
6, 2017 IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 110 NORTH POPLAR STREET, 
WEST BRANCH, IOWA 
 
Mayor Roger Laughlin mayor@westbranchiowa.org 
Mayor Pro Tem Colton Miller mcolton@rocketmail.com 
Council Member Jordan Ellyson Jordanellyson@gmail.com 
Council Member Brian Pierce brianapierce@outlook.com 
Council Member Mary Beth Stevenson mbstevenson115@gmail.com 
Council Member Tim Shields timshieldswbcc@yahoo.com 
City Administrator Redmond Jones II rjonesii@westbranchiowa.org 
City Attorney Kevin Olson kevinolsonlaw@gmail.com 
Deputy City Clerk 
 

Leslie Brick  leslie@westbranchiowa.org 
 

Please note:  Most written communications to or from government officials regarding government business 
are public records available to the public and media upon request.  Your e-mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. 

 
AGENDA 

 
A. Call to Order 
 
 
B. Opening Ceremonies 

 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Welcome 

 
 
C. Roll Call 
 
 
D. Public Hearing 
 

1. Open Public Hearing on Proposed Amendment to Sections 165.11(2), 165.27(3), 
165.28(3), 165.29(3) and 165.35(2) of the West Branch Zoning Ordinance. 

 
 
E. Guest Speaker, Presentations and Proclamations  

 
 
F. Public Comment 

Anyone wishing to address the City Council may come forward when invited; please state your 
name and address for the record. Public comments are typically limited to three minutes, and 
written comments may be submitted to the Deputy City Clerk. Special instructions for public 
comments will be provided at the meeting if a public hearing or quasi-judicial matter is scheduled 
on the agenda. 

 



 
 

G. Approve Agenda / Consent Agenda / Move to Action 
Routine items and items not anticipated to be controversial are placed on the Consent Agenda to 
expedite the meeting.  If a Council member, staff member or member of the Public wishes to 
discuss any item on the Consent Agenda, they can request the item be removed from the Consent 
Agenda for discussion.  The remaining items on the Consent Agenda will be voted on with one 
motion being made for all items on the Consent Agenda.  Then then item will be removed from the 
Consent Agenda, and will be separately considered and voted on.    
1. Motion to Approve Meeting Minutes for Work Session/City Council Meeting 

October 16, 2017. 
2. Resolution 1660 – Approving the FY 2016 – 2017 Annual Finance Report  
3. Resolution 1658 – Allowing Colony Muskrat Trapping along the Wapsi Creek by City 

Approved Trappers during State Regulated Trapping Season. 
4. Motion to Approve Main Street Water Main Improvements Pay Estimate No.2 
5. Motion to Approve Consultant Contract with Julia Hime for the services of filming 

Board and Commission meetings. 
6. Approve Claims Report. 

 
 
H. Public Hearing / Non-Consent Agenda 

 
1. Resolution 1654 – Establishing the licensing fees for the registration of dogs and cats 

within the City of West Branch, Iowa. 
2. Resolution 1656 – Accepting public improvements constructed in The Meadows, 

Part Two, West Branch, Iowa. 
3. Ordinance 747 – (First Reading) Amending Chapter 165, entitled “Zoning 

Regulations”.  
4. Resolution 1657 – Considering the issue of whether Acciona Windpower North 

America, LLC, should be rebated a portion of Tax Increment Revenues. 
5. Resolution 1661 – Approving a Bond Purchase Agreement for the Sale of Bonds 

Thereunder. 
6. Motion to Appoint a Representative to the Lower Cedar Watershed Management 

Authority. 
7. Resolution 1659 – Authorizing the purchase of Pierce Velocity Rescue Pumper Fire 

Apparatus, by the City of West Branch, Iowa from Reliant Fire Apparatus, Inc., to be 
used by the West Branch Fire Department.  

8. Motion to Approve Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation – Phase 2 Certificate of 
Completion 

 
 
I. Reports 

 
1. City Administrator’s Report 
2. City Attorney Report 
3. Other Staff Reports 

 
 
J. Comments from Mayor and Council Members 
 
 
K. Adjournment of City Council Meeting / Convene City Council Work Session 

– Goal Setting (in 5 mins.) 



 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Notice of Public Hearing – Open Public Hearing on Proposed 

Amendment to Sections 165.11(2), 165.27(3), 165.28(3), 165.29(3) 
and 165.35(2) of the West Branch Zoning Ordinance.  

CITY GOAL: Develop, maintain and rebuild safe, clean, diverse, healthy, 
neighborhoods, including partnering with the school district. 

PREPARED BY: Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
DATE:  October 29, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND:  
Planning & Zoning Commission approved and recommends adding the proposed language 
in Ordinance 747 to Chapter 165.11(2), 165.27(3), 165.28(3), 165.29(3), and 165.35(2).  
Amending the chapter to include requirements for zero lot line dwellings and amending 
rear yard requirements in the Central Business District (CB-1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Convene Public Hearing 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:   
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Hearing Item 1 Public Hearing Item 1 



 
 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SECTIONS 
165.11(2), 165.27(3), 165.28(3), 165.29(3) and 165.35(2) OF THE WEST BRANCH 
ZONING ORDINANCE.  
 
 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a public hearing will be held to consider the above 
referenced matter by the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of West Branch, 
Cedar County, in the Council Chambers at the City Hall at 110 N. Poplar Street, at 7:00 
o'clock P.M., on Tuesday, October 24th, 2017. The proposed amendments will add 
clarity and consistency to the language in the aforementioned sections of Chapter 165 
“Zoning Regulations”.  
 
All interested persons are invited to attend the meeting and be heard on the 
aforementioned proposed amendment to the West Branch Code of Ordinances. Further 
information on this matter may be obtained by contacting the West Branch City Clerk. 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SECTIONS 
165.11(2), 165.27(3), 165.28(3), 165.29(3) and 165.35(2) OF THE WEST BRANCH 
ZONING ORDINANCE.  
 
 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a public hearing will be held to consider the above 
referenced matter by the City Council of the City of West Branch, Cedar County, in the 
Council Chambers at the City Hall at 110 N. Poplar Street, at 7:00 o'clock P.M., on 
Monday, November 6th, 2017. The proposed amendments will add clarity and 
consistency to the language in the aforementioned sections of Chapter 165 “Zoning 
Regulations”.  
 
All interested persons are invited to attend the meeting and be heard on the 
aforementioned proposed amendment to the West Branch Code of Ordinances. Further 
information on this matter may be obtained by contacting the West Branch City Clerk. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Consent Item 1 
(Work Session Minutes) 

 
(The following is a synopsis of the minutes of the West Branch City Council meeting. A video recording 
is available for inspection on the City of West Branch Website at 
www.westbranchiowa.org/government/council-videos. The minutes are not approved until the next 
regularly scheduled City Council meeting.) 
 
West Branch, Iowa                                     City Council                                         October 16, 
2017  
Council Chambers                            Work Session                                           6:30 p.m. 
  
Mayor Roger Laughlin called the West Branch City Council work session to order at 6:39 p.m.  
Roll call: Mayor Laughlin was present.  Council members:  Colton Miller, Tim Shields, Mary Beth 
Stevenson, Jordan Ellyson and Brian Pierce were present.  Laughlin welcomed the audience and 
the following City staff: City Administrator Redmond Jones, Deputy City Clerk Leslie Brick, 
Finance Officer Gordon Edgar, Public Works Director Matt Goodale and Park & Recreation 
Director Melissa Russell and Police Chief Mike Horihan. 
 
SETTING A BONDING OBLIGATION LEVEL: 
 
City Administrator Jones gave an overview of the basics of bonding and the approved City projects 
staff is seeking bonding for.  Jones presented a 4.2 million bonding level which will put the City at 
the eighty-five percent debt capacity and said that he didn’t recommend going any higher after 
consulting with the City’s financial advisor. 
 
The 4.2 million projects include:  4th Street improvement project (completed in 2016), Cubby Park 
project (in progress), Phase 1 Park Improvements (completed in 2016), N. 1st St improvements (in 
progress), and future projects, Downtown East Redevelopment and College Street Bridge and N. 
2nd Street improvements. 
 
Jones noted that this bonding decision would be voted on during the regular scheduled meeting to 
follow this work session. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Miller, second by Shields to adjourn work session.  Motion carried on a voice vote.  City 
Council work session adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 
   

                           
_________________________________________  

                 Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 
 
 
ATTEST:  

______________________________________________ 
             Leslie Brick, Deputy City Clerk  

 
 
 

http://www.westbranchiowa.org/government/council-videos


 
 

 
 
(City Council Meeting Minutes) 
 
(The following is a synopsis of the minutes of the West Branch City Council meeting. A video recording 
is available for inspection on the City of West Branch Website at 
www.westbranchiowa.org/government/council-videos. The minutes are not approved until the next 
regularly scheduled City Council meeting.) 
 
West Branch, Iowa                                     City Council Meeting                               October 
16, 2017  
Council Chambers                                                                                                      7:00 p.m. 
  
Mayor Roger Laughlin called the West Branch City Council meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  Mayor 
Laughlin  invited the Council, Staff and members of the audience to stand and led the group in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.   Roll call: Mayor Laughlin was present.  Council members:  Colton Miller, 
Tim Shields, Mary Beth Stevenson, Jordan Ellyson and Brian Pierce were present.  Laughlin 
welcomed the audience and the following City staff: City Administrator Redmond Jones, Deputy 
City Clerk Leslie Brick, Finance Officer Gordon Edgar, Public Works Director Matt Goodale and 
Park & Recreation Director Melissa Russell and Police Chief Mike Horihan. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER, PRESENTATIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS. 
Mayor Laughlin presented Sargent John (Korey) Hanna with a ten year service 
award and thanked him for his service.  Chief Horihan praised Hanna as an 
honest and dedicated professional who can handle any situation.  He said West 
Branch is fortunate to have Hanna serving the community. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT. 
Resident Mike Morrow, 110 Northridge Drive addressed the Council with his concerns on the 
proposed parking ordinance change.  Morrow is concerned that the street is not wide enough to 
allow parking on both sides and feels that the change could pose a safety issue for the residents of 
Northridge Drive.  He also stated that he felt the change was to accommodate a new business in the 
area and felt that the business owner should alleviate their own parking issues without affecting 
others.  Morrow stated that he was against the ordinance change. 
 
Resident Jodee Stoolman, 410 N. 6th Street addressed the Council regarding the weekends car break 
in’s and car thefts.  Stoolman stated that her car was stolen over the weekend which she admitted 
she left her keys in the car.  Stoolman said the perpetrators also entered her attached garage while 
she was sleeping.  She questioned why the City did not provide 24 hour/7 day a week coverage.  
She further stated that she didn’t feel safe and that was a problem.   
 
APPROVE AGENDA/CONSENT AGENDA/MOVE TO ACTION.  
Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes October 2, 2017. 
Approve Claims. 
Motion approving the purchase of 0.5 acres of Wetland Mitigation Bank Credits. 
Motion approving Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation – Phase 2 Pay Estimate No. 2. 
 
EXPENDITURES     10/16/2017   
ALLIANT ENERGY     UTILITIES-WATERTOWER    8,734.52  
ALTORFER INC     REPAIR PARTS     137.70  
BAKER & TAYLOR INC.     BOOKS      589.21  
BARRON MOTOR SUPPLY    MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES    973.29  

Consent Item 1 cont. 

http://www.westbranchiowa.org/government/council-videos


 
 

BEAN & BEAN     GRAVE OPENING     550.00  
BLUELINE EMERGENCY VEHICLE    PREP VEHICLE FOR TRADE    490.00  
CAJ ENTERPRISES INC     ROADSTONE     146.80  
CEDAR COUNTY RECORDER    RECORDING FEES     116.00  
CORALVILLE PARK & RECREATI    STAGE RENTAL     2,166.00  
COSTCO WHOLESALE     SUPPLIES      181.35  
CY'S TREE SERVICE     TREE REMOVAL     3,895.00  
D&R PEST CONTROL     LIBRARY PEST CONTROL    70.00  
DONAHUES CARPET & UPHOLSTERY   CARPET CLEANING     657.12  
EASTERN IOWA EXCAVATING &    PAY EST #1     
 161,162.77  
FELD FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. IN    REPAIR PARTS     166.00  
HARRY'S CUSTOM TROPHIES LT    FOOTBALL SUPPLIES     195.00  
HEATHER HIGHLY     BUILDING INCENTIVE     537.96  
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL   ANNUAL WATER USE FEE 2018    134.00  
JESSICA KILEY     BUILDING INCENTIVE     873.99  
JOHNSON COUNTY REFUSE INC.    RECYCLING SEPT 2017     3,823.75  
KNOCHE, REBECCA     PROGRAM SUPPLIES     105.33  
KOCH BROTHERS INC    COPIER MAINTENANCE     262.14  
LENOCH & CILEK    MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES     77.98  
LINN COUNTY R.E.C.    SIREN @ GREENVIEW      137.30  
MATT PARROTT/STOREY KENWORTHY  LASER UTILITY BILLS      352.22  
MENARDS     MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES     1,024.74  
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY INC.   SUPPLIES       1,406.00  
OASIS ELECTRIC LLC    ELECTRICAL SERVICE-SALT SHED     2,621.14  
OFFICE EXPRESS    OFFICE SUPPLIES      106.68  
OVERDRIVE INC    AUDIOBOOKS     376.98  
PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL INC   PEST CONTROL-CITY OFFICE     95.18  
PORT 'O' JONNY INC.    SERVICE-LITTLE LEAGUE     174.00  
PYRAMID SERVICES INC.   LEAF BLOWER      292.32  
QUILL CORP    OFFICE SUPPLIES      258.75  
REDMOND JONES II    MILEAGE       147.02  
SHIMMIN, NICK    TRAVEL EXPENSE      13.27  
STATE HYGIENIC LAB    LAB ANALYSIS      504.00  
STEVENS EROSION CONTROL INC   STEVENS EROSION CONTROL INC     720.00  
SUPPLYWORKS    SUPPLIES       49.12  
TRUGREEN PROCESSING CENTER   LAWN SERVICE LIONS FIELD     775.00  
TUMBLEWEED PRESS INC   SUBSCRIPTION      299.50  
UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL S   WAPSIPINOC CREEK STUDY     24,000.00  
UPS      SEWER-SHIPPING      20.43  
US BANK EQUIPMENT FINANCE   COPIER LEASE      241.80  
VISU-SEWER INC    PAY EST #2       12,042.67  
WEST BRANCH REPAIRS   VEHICLE REPAIR      182.00  
WEST BRANCH TIMES    ADVERTISING-LEGAL PUBLICATIONS    735.55  
WEX BANK     VEHICLE FUEL      1,260.25  
     
TOTAL            
 233,881.83  
     
PAID BETWEEN MEETINGS     
     
LESLIE BRICK    MILEAGE       65.29  
CULLIGAN WATER TECHNOLOGIES  WATER SOFTENER SERVICE     39.15  
SHERRY HILL    VIDEOTAPING SERVICES     150.00  
LINDSAY KLEIN    REFUND        35.00  
UPS      SEWER SHIPPING      20.86  
US BANK EQUIPMENT FINANCE   COPIER LEASE      59.00  
ASHLEY PAUL    REFUND        32.47  
JASON MANN    REFUND        4.95  
CROELL INC    CONCRETE-SALT SHED     1,226.75  
     
TOTAL             1,633.47  
     
PAYROLL 10/6/2017           42,824.11  
     



 
 

GRAND TOTAL EXPENDITURES         
 278,339.41  
     
FUND TOTALS     
001   GENERAL FUND    37,252.22 
022   CIVIC CENTER    425.05 
031   LIBRARY    8,335.24 
110   ROAD USE TAX    13,421.08 
112   TRUST AND AGENCY   4,598.48 
310   COLLEGE STREET BRIDGE   62.22 
314   N FIRST ST IMPROVEMENTS   161,162.77 
316   I & I LINE/GROUT PH 2   12,042.67 
600   WATER FUND    10,696.76 
610   SEWER FUND    6,342.92 
740   STORM WATER UTILITY   24,000.00 
     
GRAND TOTAL     278,339.41  
     
Motion by Ellyson, second by Stevenson to approve agenda/consent agenda items.  AYES:  
Ellyson, Stevenson, Shields, Pierce, Miller.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried.   
    
 
PUBLIC HEARING/NON-CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion approving a Statement of Direction Regarding Bonding Obligation Options. /Move to 
action. 
Jones stated this motion would approve the 4.2 million dollar option presented previously in the 
work session. 
Motion by Stevenson, second by Shields to approve the bonding obligation option.  AYES:  
Stevenson, Shields, Ellyson, Pierce.  NAYS:  Miller.  Motion carried.   
 
Resolution 1653- Approving The Meadows Phase 2 – final plat./Move to action. 
Schechinger said the plat was acceptable and that the City had received an escrow letter from the 
developers engineer for the remaining checklist items.   
Motion by Shields, second by Stevenson to approve the final plat.  AYES:  Shields, Stevenson, 
Miller, Pierce, Ellyson.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion approving Main Street Water Main Improvements Change Order No. 2./Move to action. 
Schechinger explained that an additional repair was needed to install a 10 inch storm sewer to the 
intake near 6th Street. 
Motion by Stevenson, second by Ellyson to approve change order #2.  AYES:  Stevenson, Ellyson, 
Pierce, Shields, Miller.  NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
    
Discussion – Consideration to allow limited/exclusive muskrat trapping along Wapsi Creek. 
Miller explained a problem with muskrats in Wapsi Creek that are causing repair issues with the 
West Branch Village sewer lagoons.  Miller requested permission to allow an experienced trapper 
to alleviate the problem during the regular trapping season.   After a short discussion and comments 
from Public Works Director Matt Goodale, who is also a trapper, the Council agreed with the 
request and directed staff to bring a resolution back for consideration at the next City Council 
meeting. 
 
Motion to approve Third Reading of Ordinance 746, Amending Chapter 69 – Parking 
Regulations./Move to action. 
The Council debated the current wording of the ordinance change and a motion was made to 
approve as currently written. 



 
 

Motion by Stevenson, second by Ellyson to approve third reading of Ordinance 746.  AYES:  
Stevenson, Ellyson.  NAYS:  Miller, Pierce, Shields.  Motion failed. 
 
Discussion – Consider contracting services to develop an RFP for the Croell site. 
Laughlin stated that he is very interested in getting the Croell site developed and said he had been 
in contact with a landscape architect who was willing to write an RFP for the site. Laughlin thought 
that this could be accomplished with a $3-5 thousand dollar budget.  Council discussed that more 
thought was needed to be given to what the City wanted to see in this area and suggested that they 
meet to discuss and set parameters and create a vision for the site before the RPF was written.  
Council also felt the attorney Olson and current staff who had prior RFP experience could write it 
and save money in doing so.  Schechinger also commented that Planning & Zoning Chairperson 
Fuller suggested that the City review the current zoning for this area prior to moving forward too 
far to ensure that proper zoning was in place before the start of the project. 
 
CITY STAFF REPORTS  
Jones gave an update on the past week’s activities and highlighted a few meetings that he had 
attended.  Jones also gave an update on the weekend’s car break in’s and stated that two 
individuals had been detained on Sunday and that one car stolen had been recovered in North 
Liberty.  Jones also reminded the Council that annual goal setting time was near and provided a 
few dates for consideration. 
 
City Attorney Kevin Olson said he would have a draft Urban Chicken Ordinance for Council 
review very soon. 
 
COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Laughlin reported that Hoover’s Hometown Days 2018 planning had begun and requested that the 
Hoover Foundation be allowed to participate in planning the event.  Laughlin suggested Brad 
Reiners attend the meetings and be the representative for the foundation.   
 
Miller gave an update on the Cedar County EMA meeting he had attended this past week and asked 
if the correct process was known and being used for notifying Cedar County EMA with the new 
sub-division addresses.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn regular meeting by Shields, second by Pierce.  Motion carried on a voice vote.  
City Council meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
   

                           
_________________________________________  

                 Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________________________ 
                   Leslie Brick, Deputy City Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 1660 – Approving the Submission of the City of West 

Branch 2016 – 2017 Annual Finance Report to the State Auditor’s 
Office. 

CITY GOAL: Establish a sound and sustainable government supported by 
professionalism, progressive thinking and modernizing the 
organization. 

PREPARED BY: Gordon R. Edgar, Finance Officer 
DATE:  October 29, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND:  
Chapter 384.22 of the Code of Iowa requires the City of West Branch to submit a City 
Annual Financial Report (AFR) for the year ending June 30, 2017 to be filed with the 
Office of Auditor of State by December 1, 2017.  It should also be noted, that Chapter 
384.16 of the Code of Iowa requires certain information included in the AFR be used in 
preparing the fiscal year 2019 annual certified budget. Property taxes will not be levied 
for fiscal year 2019 if a city fails to comply with statutory budgeting requirements and all 
state funds will be withheld (Chapter 384.16(7) of the Code of Iowa) until the city complies 
with these statutory requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Resolution / Move to Action 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:   
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        

Consent Item 2 



 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 1660 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH 
2016-2017 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT TO THE STATE AUDITOR’S OFFICE 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 384.22 of the Code of Iowa requires the City of West Branch to 

submit a City Annual Financial Report (AFR) for the year ending June 30, 2017 to be filed with 
the Office of Auditor of State by December 1, 2017; and 

 
WHEREAS, Property taxes will not be levied for fiscal year 2019 if a city fails to 

comply with statutory budgeting requirements and all state funds will be withheld 
(Chapter 384.16(7) of the Code of Iowa) until the city complies with these statutory 
requirements. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, 
that the 2016-2017 Annual Financial Report be approved and forwarded to the Iowa State 
Auditor’s Office. 
 

Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2017. 
 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Redmond Jones II, City Administrator/Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 1658 – Allowing Colony Muskrat Trapping along the 

Wapsi Creek by City Approved Trappers during State Regulated 
Trapping Season. 

CITY GOAL: Develop inviting high profile visual impact projects; including 
gateways, establishing destination, branding and other projects that 
reflect tax results. 

PREPARED BY: Mayor Pro Tem Colton Miller 
DATE:  October 29, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND:  
The muskrat population has been very damaging to the West Branch Village sewer 
treatment process.  Trapping season is coming soon, and the thought would allowing a 
designated trapper(s) to trap only during the trapping season to assist this growing rodent 
population. 
 
Colony traps is a legal method to trap muskrat in Iowa. A colony trap is an enclosure type 
devise that allows for the capture of one or more muskrats in a single set. The trap design 
functions with one or more one-way entrances that allow muskrats to push through and 
enter, but prevents exiting by the mechanics and/or design of the door or opening. These 
traps are called by other names, but will be referred to as colony traps in this resolution. 
Colony traps are commonly used in many Midwestern states for the regulated harvest of 
muskrats. The states of Michigan, Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Iowa, Ohio, and 
Missouri allow the use of colony traps, but are regulated by the State which they are 
permitted.  Regulations are based on variables such as: overall length, door or opening 
dimensions, placement in relation to culverts, whether bait can be used, and placement 
with regard to water (i.e. 100% submerged, 50% submerged, etc.). Each regulation is 
based on different variables that may influence non-target capture and welfare of trapped 
animals.  Trapping within the city limits must abide by all State of Iowa laws and 
regulations. 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Move to Action 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:   
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        

                            Consent Item 3 



 
 

 
RESOLUTION 1658 

 
RESOLUTION ALLOWING COLONY MUSKRAT TRAPPING ALONG THE WAPSI 
CREEK BY CITY APPROVED TRAPPER(S) DURING STATE REGULATED 
TRAPPING SEASON.  
 

WHEREAS, It has become apparent that the Muskrat population has reached 
nuisance levels; and 

 
WHEREAS, Damage to the West Branch Village sewer treatment process has 

been reported and has been an on-going problem; and  
 
WHEREAS, Colony traps are commonly used and is legal in many Midwestern 

states including Iowa; and  
 
WHEREAS, The City of West Branch still retains the authority to approve 

individuals who seek to trap Muskrat within city limits; and 
 
WHEREAS, Any Trapping Allowed within the city limits must adhere by all 

State of Iowa laws and regulations regarding Muskrat Trapping; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, that allowing colony muskrat trapping along the 
Wapsi Creek by city approved trapper(s) during state regulated trapping season be 
approved. 
 
Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2017. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Leslie Brick, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Approve Main Street Water Main Improvement Pay Estimate No. 2 
CITY GOAL: Develop, maintain and rebuild safe, clean, diverse, healthy, 

neighborhoods, including partnering with the school district. 
PREPARED BY: Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. 
DATE:  October 30, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND:  
This is a budgeted and approved project by City Council.  City Engineers have reviewed 
construction to date and recommend issuing payment for work completed on project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Pass Motion for Pay Estimate 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:   
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 

Consent Item 4 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Motion to Approve Consultant Contract with Julia Hime for the 
services of filming Board and Commission meetings.  
CITY GOAL: Establish a sound and sustainable government supported by 
professionalism, progressive thinking and modernizing the organization. 
PREPARED BY: Nick Shimmin, Library / IT Director 
DATE:  October 30, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND:  
Videographer for the Cable Channel, Sherry Hill, contacted city staff on 10/12 of her desire 
to end her position as the cable channel’s videographer.   
 
To replace Ms. Hill in this position, a contract has been provided to council with Julia 
Hime, one of two others who voiced interest when Ms. Hill was approved in August of 
2016.  Ms. Hime is capable of conducting the tasks involved and is available for filming 
the commissions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Motion 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:   
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 

Consent Item 5 



 
 

CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT 
 

THIS AGREEMENT entered into by and between the City of West Branch, Iowa 
(hereafter “City”) and Julia Hime (hereafter “Hime”). 
  
 

WHEREAS, Hime is capable of providing cable access videography services (the 
“Services”); and 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City desires to engage the services of Hime to provide said Services; and 
 
 
WHEREAS, the parties desire to enter into an agreement to engage Hime as an 

independent contractor to perform the Services. 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 

1. Independent Contractor. Hime expressly agrees that this Agreement does not create any 
rights as an employee of City, and that City is engaging Hime as an independent 
contractor to provide the Services to the City on an “as needed” basis. 

 
 
2. Compensation for Services. The City shall compensate Hime for the Services as follows: 
 

a. The City shall pay Hime the sum of $50 per event/meeting to record video of the said 
event/meeting for use by the City of West Branch.   

 
The City shall pay Hime after the second regularly scheduled City Council meeting upon 

submission of an invoice for the Services to the City Clerk. 
 
 
3. Use of City building and equipment. Hime, upon request of the City Administrator, shall 

be allowed to access City Hall and the City equipment during recording event times. 
 
 
4. Notification. The City shall provide notification of upcoming meetings by inclusion in 

email notification lists for each board and/or commission. 
 
 
5. Insurance. The City shall provide liability insurance to Hime under the City’s policy. 
 
 
6. Termination. Hime or the City may terminate this Agreement by providing 30 days 

written notice to the other party. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

7. Indemnification. That in consideration of the mutual covenants of the parties and for value 
received, Hime agrees to indemnify and save harmless, City and its officers, employees, 
agents, and their successors, assigns and personal representatives from any claim, action, 
liability, loss, damage, or suit arising from the Services provided herein. 

 
8. Form 1099. As required by law, the City will issue Hime a Form 1099 showing the 

amount paid to Hime as an independent contractor during each calendar year this 
Agreement is in place. 

 
 
 
Dated this _____ day of ________________________, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________    ______________________________ 
 Julia Hime     Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Redmond Jones II, City Administrator/Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Approve Claims / Payroll / Items paid between meetings  
CITY GOAL: Establish a sound and sustainable government supported by 

professionalism, progressive thinking and modernizing the 
organization. 

PREPARED BY: Gordon R. Edgar, Finance Officer 
DATE:  October 29, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND:  
These are routine expenditure that include such items as payroll, budget expenditures, and 
other financial items that are related to council approved day to day operational tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve claims/Move to Action 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:   
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 
 
 
 

Consent Item 6 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 1654 – Establishing the licensing fees for the registration 

of dogs and cats within the City of West Branch, Iowa  
CITY GOAL: Promote quality of life including public safety, community pride 

events, strong citizen involvement, parks and recreation 
opportunities and investment. 

PREPARED BY: Leslie Brick, Deputy City Clerk 
DATE:  October 29, 2017 
     
BACKGROUND: 
Animal Control Commission has researched other area cities pet licensing fees and have 
suggested an increase in the non-neutered/spayed fee from $10 to $20.   They have decided 
to leave remaining fees set at the current fee structure. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Accept Animal Control Recommendation 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:       
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 
 
 

 Non Consent Item 1 



 
 

 
Minutes of the October 10th Animal Control Commission 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 RESOLUTION 1654 
 

AMENDING THE LICENSING FEES FOR THE REGISTRATION OF DOGS AND 
CATS WITHIN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA 

 
  
 WHEREAS, the City of West Branch hereby acknowledges the need for the 
licensing of certain animals in order to protect the welfare of both the public and the 
animal; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of West Branch approved animal licensing fees with the 
passage of Resolution 851, November 5, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the City Code, chapter 55.22, the City Council of West 
Branch hereby establishes the following rates for the licensing of dogs and cats to which 
said Code applies; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Animal Control Commission requests to amend the fee for non-
neutered/non-spayed hereby amends the following rates for the licensing of dogs and cats 
to which said Code applies to: 
 

Unneutered or unspayed dogs and cats shall be Twenty Dollars $20.00 per one 
year license. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the City Council of the City of West Branch, 
Iowa the rates are hereby amended and these rates shall take effect upon approval of said 
resolution. 
 
 
 Passed and approved, this 6th day of November, 2017. 
 
 
            
      ____________________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________________ 
Redmond Jones II, City Administrator/Clerk  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 1656 – Accepting public improvements constructed in 

The Meadows, Part Two, West Branch, Iowa. 
CITY GOAL: Develop, maintain and rebuild safe, clean, diverse, healthy, 

neighborhoods, including partnering with the school district. 
PREPARED BY: Kevin Olson, City Attorney 
DATE:  October 29, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND:  
 
Resolution accepting the public improvements of The Meadows – Part Two. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Resolution / Move to Action 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:   
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non Consent Item 2 



 
 

RESOLUTION 1656 
 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS CONSTRUCTED IN THE 
MEADOWS, PART TWO, WEST BRANCH, IOWA. 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and KLM Investments, LLC (the “Developer”) entered into 
that certain Subdivider’s Agreement (the “Agreement”), whereby the Developer would 
be required to construct certain municipal improvements in The Meadow’s Part Two (the 
“Subdivision”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Developer has installed all of the public improvements, 
excepting the sidewalks; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council is hereby required to issue a release for the 
previously installed public improvements for said Subdivision. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 
West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, that the aforementioned public improvements, 
excepting the sidewalks to be constructed on each individual lot, which was required 
by the Agreement are hereby accepted.  Further, the City Clerk is hereby directed to 
record a copy of this Resolution with the Cedar County Recorder to serve as a release of 
this requirement as described above without further documentation. 
 
  Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2017. 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Redmond Jones II, City Administrator/Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Ordinance 747 – (First Reading) Amending Chapter 165, entitled 

“Zoning Regulations”. 
CITY GOAL: Develop, maintain and rebuild safe, clean, diverse, healthy, 

neighborhoods, including partnering with the school district. 
PREPARED BY: Leslie Brick, Deputy City Clerk 
DATE:  October 30, 2017 
     
BACKGROUND: 
 
There were three issues that have come to the attention of the City with it recent 
development demands.  The following  

• Water line (update code to reflect zero lot line structures) 
• Front Yard Setback Requirements (25feet) allow for existing non-conforming 

structure (older neighborhoods) 
• Address Downtown (non-conforming) issues 

 
Planning & Zoning Commission approved and recommends adding the proposed language 
in Ordinance 747 to Chapter 165.11(2), 165.27(3), 165.28(3), 165.29(3), and 165.35(2).  
Amending the chapter to include requirements for zero lot line dwellings and amending 
rear yard requirements in the Central Business District (CB-1). 
 
 
 

  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Provide Feedback / Approve First Reading 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:       
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 
 

Non Consent Item 3 



 
 

 
ORDINANCE 747 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CODE OF THE CITY OF WEST 
BRANCH. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of West Branch, 
Iowa, has heretofore recommended it necessary to make certain amendments to the City’s 
Zoning Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing on said zoning revisions has now been held as 
required by law. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED: 
 
1. Amendment. Section 165.11(2) of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to 
add subsection (E) which reads as follows: 
 

”E. In all residential districts there shall be a minimum front yard required for 
that particular zoning district in this Chapter; provided, however, that where lots 
compromising thirty (30) percent or more of the frontage within two hundred 
(200) feet of either side lot line are developed with buildings at a greater or lesser 
setback than stated in said particular zoning district, the front yard requirement 
for an undeveloped lot shall be the average of these building setbacks.  In 
computing the average setback, buildings located on reverse corner lots or 
entirely on the rear half of lots shall not be counted.  However, in no case shall 
the required front yard setback exceed fifty (50) feet.   

 
2. Amendment.  Section 165.27(3)(A) is hereby amended by adding the following 
sentence to the end of said section: 
 

“Zero-lot lines shall have a lot area of three thousand eight hundred and fifty 
(3850) square feet per dwelling unit.  Zero-lot line dwellings shall have a building line 
frontage of thirty-five (35) feet. 
  
3. Amendment.  Section 165.27(3)(C) is hereby amended by adding the following 
sentence to the end of said section: 
 

“Zero-lot line dwellings shall have two side yard setbacks, one which is zero (0) 
feet and the other shall be a minimum of eight (8) feet.” 

 
4. Amendment.  Section 165.28(3)(A) is hereby amended by adding subparagraph 
(3) which reads as follows: 
 

“Zero-lot line dwellings shall have a frontage of not less than thirty-five (35) feet 
and a lot area of four thousand two hundred (4200) square feet.” 



 
 

 
5. Amendment.  Sections 165.29(3)(B) is hereby amended by adding the following 
sentence at the end of said section: 
 

“Zero-lot line dwellings shall have a lot area of four thousand two hundred 
(4200) square feet with a minimum width at the established building line of thirty-
five (35) feet.” 

 
6. Amendment.  Section 165.29(3)(G) is hereby amended by adding the following 
sentence to the end of said section: 
 

“Zero-lot line dwellings shall have two side yard setbacks, one which is zero (0) 
feet and the other shall be a minimum of eight (8) feet.” 

 
7. Amendment.  Section 165.35(2)(C) is hereby amended by deleting it in its entirety 
and replacing it with the following: 

 
“C. Rear Yard.    No rear yard shall be required in the Central Business CB-1 
District.  When abutting a residential district, a twenty (20) rear yard is 
required.” 

 
7. Conflicts.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances not specifically provided for and 
in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
8. Adjudication.  If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged 
to be invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the 
ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional. 
 
9. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage, 
approval and publication as required by law. 
 
First reading:  November 6, 2017  
Second reading: November 20, 2017 
Third Reading: December 4, 2017 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Redmond Jones II, City Administrator/Clerk 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 1657 – Considering the issue of weather Acciona 

Windpower North America, LLC, should be rebated a portion of 
Tax Increment Revenue.  

CITY GOAL: Develop inviting high profile visual impact projects; including 
gateways, establishing destination, branding and other projects that 
reflect tax results. 

PREPARED BY: Redmond Jones, City Administrator 
DATE:  October 30, 2017 
     
BACKGROUND: 
The City previously entered into a Tax Increment Finance Rebate Agreement with Acciona 
North American dated January 8th 2008.  As a part of that agreement, the City is to consider 
whether Acciona is granted a portion / a return of Tax Increment Revenues.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Give direction on resolution  
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:       
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 

 
 

Non Consent Item 4 



 
 

RESOLUTION 1657 
 

RESOLUTION CONSIDERING THE ISSUE OF WHETHER ACCIONA 
WINDPOWER NORTH AMERICA, LLC SHOULD BE REBATED A 
PORTION OF TAX INCREMENT REVENUES 
 

 WHEREAS, on January 2, 2008, the City and Acciona Windpower North America, LLC 
entered into an Agreement titled Amended Tax Increment Development Agreement By and Between 
the City of West Branch, Iowa and Acciona Windpower North America, L.L.C.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Agreement contemplates performance of certain actions that may or must 
be performed by the parties to the Agreement; and 
  
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Agreement, one action that may be performed under the 
Agreement is the payment, by the City, of “rebate” payments of “that percentage of incremental 
taxes actually paid with respect to” certain improvements to be made by Acciona “and received 
under Iowa Code Chapter (sic) 403.19 by the City;” and 
 
 WHEREAS, each of the possible rebate payments contemplated “shall be subject to annual 
appropriation of the City Council;” and 
  
 WHEREAS, “[p]rior to December 1st of each year during the term” of the Agreement “the 
City Council shall consider the issue of obligating for appropriation to the funding of the payments 
due in the following fiscal year, an amount of tax increment revenues to be collected in the 
following fiscal year;” and 
 
 WHEREAS the City Council is preparing to submit its annual certification “under Iowa 
Code section 403.19 to the Cedar County Auditor . . . the amount of taxes to be paid over the City 
and the amount,” if any, “obligated for appropriation for rebate to Acciona.” 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of West Branch, 
Iowa that the Council has considered the issue of whether Acciona Windpower North America, 
LLC should be rebated a portion of tax increment revenues and concluded that the contemplated 
certification and appropriation process should not occur for FY 2018-2019. 
 
 
Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2017. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Redmond Jones II, City Administrator/Clerk 

 
 



 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 1661 – Approving a Bond Purchase Agreement for the 

Sale of Bonds Thereunder 
CITY GOAL: Establish a sound and sustainable government supported by 

professionalism, progressive thinking and modernizing the 
organization. 

PREPARED BY: Maggie Burger, Financial Consultant of Speer Financial 
DATE:  October 30, 2017 
     
BACKGROUND: 
The citizens of West Branch approved park improvement plans and the use of General 
Obligation Bonds to finance those improvements.  The Bonds will be paid back by a split 
of Local Option Sales Tax and Tax Increment Financing revenues.  Part of the proceeds of 
the bond will be used to complete the planned park improvements.  Also included in this 
bond issue are CIP projects approved by Council that have been completed or are under 
construction now.  These CIP projects are expected to be paid back by debt service levy as 
previously planned.  And the final part of this bond issue is for the College Street Bridge 
and Extension project, which is also Council approved and expected to be paid back with 
debt service levy.  The Council will be taking action to award the bonds to Bankers’ Bank 
in Madison, WI at the negotiated interest rate on November 6, 2017.  This rate will be 
negotiated prior in the daytime and brought as a recommendation to your council meeting.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval from the City Council on this topic 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:       
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 

Non Consent Item 5 



 
 

 
RESOLUTION 1661 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING A BOND PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR 
THE SALE OF BONDS THEREUNDER  

WHEREAS, the City of West Branch (the “City”), in Cedar and Johnson Counties, State 
of Iowa, pursuant to the provisions of Section 384.24A of the Code of Iowa, heretofore proposed 
to enter into a loan agreement (the “2017 Projects Loan Agreement”) and to borrow money 
thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $1,600,000 for the purpose of paying the costs, to 
that extent, of (i) constructing bridge improvements; (ii) constructing street, sanitary sewer system, 
and water system improvements; and (iii) refunding the General Obligation Judgment Settlement 
Note, dated March 7, 2017, and pursuant to law and duly published notice has held a public hearing 
on such proposal on June 26, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, the City has decided not to proceed with the refunding of the General 
Obligation Judgment Settlement Note, but the City retains the right to pursue the refunding at a 
later time; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 384.24A of the Code of Iowa, the City 
also heretofore proposed to enter into a loan agreement (the “Park Project Loan Agreement”) and 
to borrow money thereunder in an amount not exceeding $4,000,000 to provide funds to pay the 
cost, to that extent, of undertaking the West Branch Park Improvements Project, including ball 
diamonds; volleyball courts; lighting improvements; playground equipment; concessions, restroom 
and shelter facilities; recreation trails; landscaping; parking lots; and the installation of related 
public infrastructure improvements, and pursuant to law and duly published notice, has held a 
successful election on said proposal on November 3, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to law and the successful election on the Park Project Loan 
Agreement, the City used a portion of its borrowing authority thereunder to enter into an initial 
loan agreement (the “Initial Park Project Loan Agreement”) and to borrow money thereunder in a 
principal amount not to exceed $500,000 to pay the cost, to that extent, of funding the initial costs 
of the West Branch Park Improvement Project; and 

WHEREAS, the City now intends to exercise a portion of its remaining authority with 
respect to the Park Project Loan Agreement to enter into another loan agreement (the “Park Project 
Loan Agreement #2) in an amount not to exceed $3,000,000 to pay the cost, to the extent of funding 
the costs of the West Branch Park Improvements Project; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 384.28 of the Code of Iowa, the City Council has 
combined the 2017 Projects Loan Agreement and the Park Project Loan Agreement #2, into a single 
loan agreement (the “Loan Agreement”); 

WHEREAS, a Preliminary Official Statement (the “P.O.S.”) has been prepared to facilitate 
the sale of General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2017 (the “Bonds”) to be issued in 
evidence of the obligation of the City under the Loan Agreement, and the City Council has made 
provision for the approval of the P.O.S. and has authorized its use by Speer Financial, Inc. (the 
“Financial Advisor”), as municipal financial advisor to the City, and Bankers’ Bank, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin (the “Underwriter”) as the underwriter of the issuance of the Bonds; and  

 



 
 

WHEREAS, a certain Bond Purchase Agreement has been prepared to set forth the terms 
of the Bonds and the understanding between the City and the Underwriter with respect to the 
purchase thereof, and it is now necessary to make provision for the approval of the Bond Purchase 
Agreement;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, It Is Resolved by the City Council of the City of West Branch, Iowa, 
as follows: 

Section 1. The Bond Purchase Agreement is hereby approved in substantially the 
form as presented to this City Council.  The Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized 
and directed to execute and deliver the Bond Purchase Agreement to the Underwriter. 

Section 2. Further action with respect to the issuance of the Bonds and the approval 
of the Loan Agreement is hereby adjourned to the City Council meeting on November 20, 
2017. 

Section 3. All resolutions and orders or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions 
of this resolution, to the extent of such conflict, are hereby repealed. 

Section 4. This resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its 
adoption and approval, as provided by law. 

Passed and approved November 6, 2017. 

 

 
  
Mayor 

Attest: 
 
  
City Clerk 

 

• • • • 

At the conclusion of the meeting and upon motion and vote, the City Council 
adjourned. 

  
Mayor 

Attest: 
 

  
City Clerk 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

Non Consent Item 6 



 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Motion to Appoint a Representative to the Lower Cedar Watershed 

Management Authority.  
CITY GOAL: Establish a sound and sustainable government supported by 

professionalism, progressive thinking and modernizing the 
organization. 

PREPARED BY: Mary Beth Stevenson, City Council 
DATE:  November 2, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND: 
The purpose of the Cedar River Watershed Coalition is to facilitate cooperation within 
the watershed and to organize and advocate for land practices and policies (federal, 
state, and local) that will reduce future flood damage and improve water quality.  
 

  
The Lower Cedar Watershed Management Authority is a part of this effort. 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval a Representative  
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:       
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        

CEDAR RIVER WATERSHED 



 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 1659: Authorizing the purchase of Pierce Velocity 

Rescue Pumper Fire Apparatus, by the City of West Branch, Iowa 
from Reliant Fire Apparatus, Inc., to be used by the West Branch 
Fire Department.  

CITY GOAL: Promote quality of life including public safety, community pride 
events, strong citizen involvement, parks and recreation 
opportunities and investment. 

PREPARED BY: Kevin Stoolman, Fire Chief 
DATE:  October 30, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND: 
Reliant Fire Apparatus submitted a proposal to the West Branch Fire Department (WBFD) 
for a Pierce multi-purpose response vehicle per the request of a call for proposals. 
 
Pierce Manufacturing was founded in 1913.  Since then they have been building bodies 
with one philosophy, “Build the Finest”.  They are known for their craftsmanship and have 
well established themselves over the 60 years in the fire apparatus market.  Pierce 
Manufacturing has built and put into service more than 51,000 apparatus, including more 
than 27,000 on Pierce custom chassis designed and built specifically for fire and emergency 
applications. 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Seek Approval of this Resolution – Move to Action 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:       
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non Consent Item 7 



 
 

RESOLUTION 1659  
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF PIERCE VELOCITY 
RESCUE PUMPER FIRE APPARATUS, BY THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA 
FROM RELIANT FIRE APPARATUS, INC., TO BE USED BY THE WEST BRANCH 
FIRE DEPARTMENT  
 

WHEREAS, the West Branch Fire Department is in need of a new firefighting pumper 
truck; and  
 

WHEREAS, revenue to pay for the new pumper truck will derive from the savings, fund 
raising, and future budget allocations of the Fire Department; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of West Branch held an “open bidding process” (a public 
competitive procurement process); and  
 

WHEREAS, Reliant Fire Apparatus, Inc. is the contractor of choice to be awarded the 
apparatus contract for the specified apparatus; and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposal received had four prices ranging from $648,560.00 - 
$675,533.00 depending the ability to pay in advance of the 10 month construction period; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of West Branch Fire Department currently has $467,000 and is 
expected to have the remaining balance paid in 12 months; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City Administrator and the City Finance Officer have reviewed the 
contract content, and in order to receive the full markdown of $26,973 recommends buying the 
$648,560.00 apparatus at the onset.  Thus, requiring a loan and any expenses associated with said 
loan to the Fire Department from general fund for the balance of which will be repaid in a 12 
month period; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of West 
Branch, Iowa, whom fully supports, approves, and authorizes the Fire Chief with assistance from 
the City Administrator and Finance Officer to execute any and all documents pertaining to the 
purchase of a Pierce Velocity Pumper Rescue Fire Apparatus from Reliant Fire Apparatus, Inc.  
 
   Passed and approved this 6th day of November, 2017. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Roger Laughlin, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 

________________________________ 
Redmond Jones II, City Clerk 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
                 REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Motion to Approve the Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation – Phase 2 

Certificate of Completion 
CITY GOAL: Establish a sound and sustainable government supported by 

professionalism, progressive thinking and modernizing the 
organization. 

PREPARED BY: Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. 
DATE:  October 30, 2017  
     
BACKGROUND:  
Acceptance of the Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation – Phase 2 work has been completed by 
Visu-Sewer, Inc. is in substantial accordance with the plans and specifications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Seek Approval from the City Council on this topic 
 
REVIEWED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR:   
COUNCIL ACTION:       
MOTION BY:      
SECOND BY:        
 
 

 
 
 

Non Consent Item 8 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



Goal Setting
CITY OF WEST BRANCH



Service Priorities
CITY OF WEST BRANCH



Vision
CITY OF WEST BRANCH



Teamwork
CITY OF WEST BRANCH



Goal: 

“Promote Quality of Life Including: Public 

safety, Community Pride Events, Strong 

Citizen Involvement, Park and Recreation 

Opportunities and Investment.”

CITY OF WEST BRANCH



Goal: Promote Quality of Life Including: Public safety, 

Community Pride Events, Strong Citizen Involvement, Park 

and Recreation Opportunities and Investment.

 Cubby Park

 Park & Rec Phase I Improvements

 West Branch Village Trail Project

 Beranek Parking Lot Improvements and 

Shelter Refurbishment

 Hoover’s Hometown Days 

 MLK Annual Event

 Christmas Past

 CDG Festivals (Spring, Summer, Fall)

 Spring and Fall Clean-up Days

 NPS Fireworks Permit

 Music on the Green

 Park and City Camera Project

 City Facebook Page

 Cable Access Microphone Upgrades



Goal: 

“Develop, maintain and rebuild safe, clean, 

diverse, healthy, neighborhoods, including 

partnering with the school district.”

CITY OF WEST BRANCH



Goal: Develop, maintain and rebuild safe, clean, diverse, 

healthy, neighborhoods, including partnering with the 

school district.

 College Street Bridge Project

 Orange Street, 4th to 5th

 North First Street Improvements

 Main Street Sidewalk – Phase 4

 Sanitary Sewer Lining/Grouting – Phase 2

 Main Street Water Main Improvements

 Salt Shed Project

 Housing Trust Fund

 Downtown East Redevelopment Project

 Hilltop Development Project

 Meadows Subdivision, Phase II

 Meadows Subdivision, Phase III

 Housing Incentive Program

 Lynch Height Subdivision

 West Branch High School Improvements 

(Ace Building)

 National Park Service Stormwater Project



Goal: Develop, maintain and rebuild safe, clean, diverse, 

healthy, neighborhoods, including partnering with the 

school district.

 School Resource Officer Program

 Police Department Evidence Facility

 Urban Chicken Policy

 Bethany Parking Lot Sweeping Agreement

 Sidewalk Inspection Program

 Wireless Emergency Notification System

 Nuisance Abatement Program

 West Branch Village Water / Sewer System

 Joint School Board / City Council Work 

session

Continued



Goal: 

“Develop inviting high profile visually 

impactful projects; including gateways 

establishing destination, branding and 

other activities that reflect sound use of tax 

dollars.”

CITY OF WEST BRANCH



Goal: “Develop inviting high profile visually impactful projects; 

including gateways establishing destination, branding and 

other activities that reflect sound use of tax dollars.”

 Town Hall Remodel

 I-80 Widening Project

 County Line Rd / Main Street Intersection

 Croell Redi-Mix Site Plan

 Rummells Farms 26-acre Project

 Rummells Farms Back 50 Project

 Wayfinding Signage

 Website Re-design

 Lions Field Creek Restoration Project

 Develop / Build Fund Balance Reserve 

Policy

 Trees Forever Grant Projects

 P&G, Phase 3 TIF Termination Agreement



Goal: 

“Establish a sound and sustainable 

government supported by professionalism, 

progressive thinking and modernizing the 

organization.”

CITY OF WEST BRANCH



Goal: “Establish a sound and sustainable government 

supported by professionalism, progressive thinking and 

modernizing the organization.”

 Annual Budget Process

 Series 2017 General Obligation Bonds

 TIF Debt Certifications

 Street Finance Report

 Employee Handbook Revisions

 Drug and Alcohol Testing Program

 Health Insurance Renewal Date Project

 ICAP and IMWCA Insurance

 Annual Urban Renewal Report

 Debt Report

 Annual Finance Report

 Fire Pak Insurance Policy

 Wastewater Treatment Process

 Dave’s Welding Dirt Removal / 

Replacement and Cookson Street 

Stormwater Improvements

 ECIA Council Membership

 Certified Local Government Application

 Annual ICAD Presentation to Council

 Information Technology Training



Goal: “Establish a sound and sustainable government 

supported by professionalism, progressive thinking and 

modernizing the organization.”

 Comprehensive Plan Update

 Historic Preservation Plan

 Urban Renewal Plan Updates

 City Office Router and Server backup

 Floodplain Manager / Issues

 USGS Stream gages & Modeling

 Stormwater BMP Reimbursement Program

 Lower Cedar River Watershed Authority

 Fire Township 28E Agreements

 Law Enforcement MOU with NPS

 Fire Protection MOU with NPS

 Build / Develop Fund Balance Reserve Policy

 NPS Snow Plow Agreement 

 Safety Committee / Program

 Cedar County Clerks Meeting

 Council / Mayor Effectiveness Training

 Updated City Council Tablets and 

Repurpose the old tablets for other city uses

 Staff Work Plan

 Records Retention & Destruction

Continued
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