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Get Scrappy with CCEDCO and ECIA: CCEDCO and ECIA are sponsoring a 
free social media presentation on Saturday June 18th at 10:30 a.m. in Tipton at the 
ISU Outreach and Extension Office. Nick Westergaard will be the presenter. An 
informational brochure is attached to this week’s Update.  Please contact Deputy 
City Clerk Leslie Brick in the City Office if you are interested in attending. 
 
West Branch Promotions Strategy Session #1:  The public kick-off of our 
promotions strategy work took place on Thursday evening May 19th.  There was a 
packed room and lots of excitement about the project. We received a lot of good 
feedback that will assist in the development of our strategy. The next two Strategy 
Sessions have been tentatively scheduled from 8:30-10:00 a.m. on Thursday June 2nd 
and from 7:00-9:00 p.m. on Tuesday June 28th. For more information or to contribute 
information to the strategy session that tells part of the story of what makes West 
Branch so great, please email westbranchisgreat@gmail.com.  

 
Affordable Housing: City Administrator Matt Muckler and CCEDCO Executive 
Director Rod Ness attended the ECIA Council Meeting on Wednesday May 18th in 
Dubuque. Rod was appointed to the ECIA Business Growth Board (in addition to his 
appointment on the ECIA Council). The ECIA Council approved an amended budget 
for the current fiscal year and took action to approve next year’s budget for the 
organization. One item of value to West Branch that was discussed at the meeting 
was the Eastern Iowa Regional Housing Authority (EIRHA) Housing Trust Fund. 
 
Rod and Matt visited with EIRHA’s Director Michelle Schnier and will be working 
to determine if West Branch could be eligible to take advantage of this program. The 
program works to promote decent, safe and affordable housing, and this might be one 
way that the City can partner with ECIA (and EIRHA) to assist in making more 
affordable housing available in West Branch. The program assists individuals, 
community organizations, non-profit and for-profit developers in development, 
rehabilitation and repair projects that improve the condition of both rental and owner 
occupied affordable housing. An informational brochure is attached to this week’s 
Update. 

mailto:westbranchisgreat@gmail.com


 Page 2 
 

 
Residential Curbside Yard Waste Collection: Public Works staff provides 
curbside yard waste collection on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month. Yard 
waste includes waste produced during gardening, grass clippings, leaves, flowers, 
branches and tree limbs. Residents utilizing this service are asked to place yard waste 
in a paper bag or a reusable container which will be dumped and returned curbside. 
Bags will not be returned. Public Works staff also asks that all tree limbs be cut to 
four-foot lengths and stacked neatly curbside. The City will not accept yard waste in 
plastic bags, tree limbs over four feet in length or any yard waste not in a container, 
or any containers that weigh over fifty pounds per container. The City will not accept 
any yard waste containing debris that would be picked up during normal trash 
collection (plastic, cans, bottles, etc.). Please contact Public Works Director Matt 
Goodale at (319) 325-8213 or the City Office at (319) 643-5888 with any questions 
or concerns.  
 
Bear Stampede: The 7th Annual Bear Stampede was a success.  Thanks to our 
Police Department for doing a great job and keeping all of the participants safe. 
 
Simply Summer Event – June 3rd and 4th: Main Street West Branch is holding its 
first annual Simply Summer Festival on June 3 & 4th.  Several activities will be held 
at Beranek Park, Heritage Square, the Little Rose Bowl and the Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site.  Some of the highlights include; a night time movie, activities 
for kids, hiking, a picnic in the park, games and more.  The festival ends with a 
campfire in Beranek Park on Saturday evening. 
 
Parks and Recreation Commission: The Park & Rec Commission met on 
Thursday evening May 19th.  The Commission discussed the difference between the 
cost estimates in the Strategic Park Plan and the engineer’s estimates received 
recently for the Parks and Recreation Phase I Improvements Project, which includes 
work at Wapsi Creek Park and Lions Field.  Actual bids on the project will be 
opened at the City Office on Tuesday May 31st at 2:00 p.m.  
 
Fehr-Graham has scheduled a West Branch Park Improvements Project at Pedersen 
Valley monthly progress meeting for June 2nd at 5:00 p.m. to discuss project 
concepts, general design and challenges identified to date. Elected officials and Park 
and Recreation Commission members are invited to attend. 
 
Prior to facilitating the West Branch Promotions Strategy Session #1, Jonny Stax 
presented the City’s promotions strategy to the Parks and Recreation Commission 
and surveyed members about what they think makes West Branch great. Members 
shared a variety of feedback including the many activities and programs for children 
sponsored by the Park & Recreation Department, new park development currently 
underway, the adult volleyball league, special events like the Easter Egg Hunt, and 
the city leadership which was cited as being forward thinking and effective. 
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Service Line Warranties of America (SLWA): SLWA kicked off their marketing 
campaign for their Sewer Line Repair program this week. Initial offer letters 
discussing this voluntary program were mailed out on May 11th and a follow-up offer 
letter will be mailed on May 25th. While the letters had the City of West Branch 
return address, they did in fact come from SLWA. SLWA purchased a mailing list 
from an outside vendor and some residents complained that this information was out 
of date. City staff has contacted SLWA to pass along that feedback. Future offerings 
for external water line and in-home plumbing warranties will be offered later this 
year. Residents with questions on the program are encouraged to contact SLWA 
directly at (855) 535-7141. The City Council approved Resolution 1409 on 
December 7, 2015.  (A copy of that resolution and the marketing license agreement 
are attached to this week’s Update.) Program highlights from SLWA are copied 
below: 
 
• The National League of Cities (NLC) Service Line Warranty Program is 

administered by Service Line Warranties of America (SLWA) and offered at no 
cost to the city with affordable rates for homeowners. 

• Enrollment is 100% voluntary and will protect a homeowner in the event of a 
service line failure. 

• The NLC Service Line Warranty Program serves as an educational tool for 
municipalities to educate homeowners on their responsibility for water and 
sewer lines. 

• The program provides generous coverage up to $4,000 per repair incident, with 
an additional allowance for public street or sidewalk cutting. 

• The program has no annual or lifetime limits, service fees or deductibles. 
• Many factors can contribute to line failure including tree root intrusion, ground 

shifting and weather – all factors which are covered through this program. 
• Because of coverage, homeowners are more likely to report problems with their 

service lines which can help improve water conservation and prevent ground 
pollution. 

• The program uses only licensed, local contractors thoroughly vetted through a 
third party agency to ensure quick response and quality service. 

• This program is offered at no cost to the municipality and no public funds are 
used to promote or administer this program. 

• For questions about this service, or to enroll, please contact Service Line 
Warranties of America at (855) 535-7141 or visit www.SLWofA.com. 

 
 
 

 The information provided is one-way communication and should not be 
discussed among you as this could be a violation of the open meeting law.

 

http://www.slwofa.com/


 



 
 
 
 

Does your older home need 
repairs? 

 
Are you a developer and want to 

create affordable Housing? 
 

Do you own rental units 
that need upgrading? 

 
Are you a first-time homeowner 

and need assistance with the  
Down Payment?  

 
We can help! 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission: 
The mission of the EIRHC Housing 

Trust Fund is to assist in the 
provision of providing decent, safe and 

affordable housing, as well as 
providing access to the resources for 

creating housing opportunities to the 
families served in eastern Iowa.  The 

emphasis is to provide economic 
assistance to benefit the -moderate, 
very low, and extremely low-income 

residents of Dubuque, Delaware, 
Jackson, Cedar and Clinton Counties 

for a variety of housing needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Eastern Iowa Regional Housing Corporation 
Local Housing Trust Fund 

 
7600 Commerce Park 
Dubuque, IA  52002 

 
800-942-4648, Ext. 215 

563-690-5732 

 
 
 

Eastern Iowa 
Regional 
Housing 

Corporation 
Housing 

Trust Fund 

 

 

 

 

 
Promoting decent, safe and 

affordable housing. 



 Household Size 

County  1 2 3 4 5 6 

Cedar 

ELI – 30% 

VLI – 50% 

LI – 80% 

 

14,950 

24,900 

39,850 

 

17,100 

28,450 

45,550 

 

20,090 

32,000 

51,250 

 

24,250 

35,550 

56,900 

 

28,410 

38,400 

61,500 

 

32,570

41,250

66,050
Clinton 

ELI – 30% 

VLI – 50% 

LI – 80% 

 

14,250 

23,750 

38,000 

 

16,300 

27,150 

43,400 

 

20,090 

30,550 

48,850 

 

24,250 

33,900 

54,250 

 

28,410 

36,650 

58,600 

 

35,570

39,350

62,950
Delaware 

ELI – 30% 

VLI – 50% 

LI – 80% 

 

14,150 

23,600 

37,700 

 

16,200 

26,950 

43,100 

 

20,090 

30,300 

48,500 

 

24,250 

33,650 

53,850 

 

28,410 

36,350 

58,200 

 

32,570

39,050

62,500
Dubuque 

ELI – 30% 

VLI – 50% 

LI – 80% 

 

13,900 

23,100 

37,000 

 

15,930 

26,400 

42,250 

 

20,090 

29,700 

47,550 

 

24,250 

33,000 

52,800 

 

28,410 

35,650 

57,050 

 

32,570

38,300

61,250
Jackson 

ELI – 30% 

VLI – 50% 

LI – 80% 

 

13,000 

21,650 

34,650 

 

15,930 

24,750 

39,600 

 

20,090 

27,850 

44,550 

 

24,250 

30,900 

49,450 

 

28,410 

33,400 

53,450 

 

32,570

35,850

57,400
 

Who Can We Help? 
The Eastern Iowa Regional Housing 
Corporation Local Housing Trust Fund  will  
assist  individuals,  community organizations,  
non-profit   and   for-profit developers  in 
development, rehabilitation and repair 
projects that improve  the  condition  of both 
rental and owner occupied affordable 
housing in our area. 
 
Projects and activities funded must s e r v e 
area households with incomes less than 80% of 
the statewide median family income (MFI).    
At least 30% of the distributions will be used 
to benefit extremely low income households 
(households with less than 30% of the 
statewide median family income). 

 
 
 

What Will We Fund? 
 

Eligible   properties   include 
both owner occupied and 
rental units in our five (5) 
county region 
     Owner    occupied    re- 
 quirements: Applicant 

must  occupy  the  prop- 
erty  and  maintain  the 
improvements for the life 
of  the  loan.     Property 

 must be in compliance with health and 
safety codes. Applicant must have title to 
the home at the time of application. 
Taxes and insurance must be current. 

    Rental r e q u i r e m e n t s :     Units m u s t  
b e  rented to households with incomes 
not more than 80% of the statewide 
MFI. All dwelling units must rent at or 
below the County Fair Market Rent, as 
determined by HUD throughout the life 
of the loan.  Borrower must provide 25% 
in match funds for the amount of the 
program loan, with a $25,000 max per 
unit.  Units must, at the completion of 
project, meet Section 8 Housing 
Quality Standards and be in 
compliance with all applicable local 
health and safety codes. Taxes and 
insurance must be current. 

 

Eligible projects include 
rehabs and repairs of exist- 
ing housing, including, but 
not l im i ted to:  plumbing, 
electrical, roofing, struc- 
tural, energy efficiency, 
lead based paint issues and 
handicap accessibility. 
 

 
 
 

How Do You Apply? 
 
Applications can be obtained 
by contacting Carl W. Reimer at 
563-690-5732 or 
800-942-4648 ext 215 
or down-loaded at  
www.eirha.org.    
 

 
 EIRHC HTF 
 Board Members: 
 
Randy Schmerbach, Chair, Dubuque County 
Dave Heiar, Vice Chair, Jackson County 
Wayne Breckon, Treasurer, Dubuque County 
Elise Bergan, Delaware County 
Lynne Pinegar, Cedar County 
Nathan Sondgeroth, Clinton County 
Matt Trannel, Jackson County 
Steve Lidner, Clinton County 
Chris Nosbisch, Cedar County 
Ray Stephans, Dubuque County 
Brenda Tebbe, Jackson County 
Tim Vick, Delaware County 
Donna Boss, Delaware County 
 
 
 
 

Eastern Iowa Regional Housing Corporation 
Local Housing Trust Fund 

 
 

This is an equal opportunity program; 
Discrimination is prohibited by Federal Law 
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