
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, December 16, 2013 • 6:30 p.m. 

City Council Chambers, 110 North Poplar Street 
Action may be taken on any agenda item. 

 
 

1. Call to order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  
3. Roll call 
4. Welcome 
5. Approve Agenda/Consent Agenda/Move to action 

a.    Approve minutes from the December 2, 2013 City Council Work Session. 
b. Approve minutes from the December 2, 2013 City Council Meeting. 
c.    Approve claims. 
d. Approve 2014 Seal Coat Unit Pricing Agreement with L.L. Pelling Company. 

6. Communications/Open Forum 
7. Public Hearing/Non-Consent Agenda 

a.    Mayor Mark Worrell – Recognition of Dave’s Welding & Repair 
b. Resolution 1166, approving Change Order Number One, decreasing the contract 

amount by $25,327.88, and Partial Payment Estimate Number Five for work 
completed between October 12, 2013 and November 15, 2013 in the amount of 
$63,737.88 to Ricklefs Excavating, Ltd. for the West Branch Lift Station & 
Force Main Project and accepting the project as substantially completed./Move 
to action. 

c.    Resolution 1167, approving agreement between Sacaba, LLC, Clean Energy, 
Inc. and the City of West Branch, Iowa./Move to action. 

d. Resolution 1168, approving the Clean Energy Site Plan./Move to Action. 
e.    Resolution 1169. Approving a one-year extension of Lot #1 Pedersen Valley, 

Part One Site Plan per Section 173.09 of the City Code./Move to action. 
f.    Accept the resignation of Nolan R. Bogaard as building inspector./Move to 

action. 
g. Accept the resignation of Lisa Schettler from the Planning & Zoning 

Commission./Move to action. 
8. City Staff Reports  

a.    City Administrator Matt Muckler – Holiday Office and Trash Pick-Up Schedule 
9. Comments from Mayor and Council Members 
10. Adjournment 

  
 Mayor:  Mark Worrell · Council Members: Jordan Ellyson, Colton Miller, Jim Oaks, Brian Pierce, Tim Shields 
City Administrator/Clerk:  Matt Muckler · Fire Chief:  Kevin Stoolman · Library Director:  Nick Shimmin 

Parks & Rec Director:  Melissa Russell · Police Chief:  Mike Horihan · Public Works Director:  Matt Goodale  
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(The following is a synopsis of the minutes of the West Branch City Council meeting. The full 
text of the minutes is available for inspection at the City Clerk’s office. The minutes are not 
approved until the next regularly scheduled City Council meeting.) 
 
West Branch, Iowa   City Council    December 2, 2013 
Council Chambers                                  Joint Meeting  6:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Worrell opened the West Branch City Council joint meeting with the park and recreation 
commission by welcoming the audience and the following City staff: City Administrator Matt 
Muckler, Deputy City Clerk Dawn Brandt, Administrative Assistant Shanelle Peden, and Parks & 
Rec Director Melissa Russell.  Council members: Colton Miller, Jim Oaks, Brian Pierce, and Tim 
Shields.  Parks & Recreation Commission members Lisa Corr, Beth Noe, Liz Seydel, and Shane 
Staker.  Councilperson Jordan Ellyson and Parks & Recreation Commission member Cory Nalan 
entered after roll call. 
 
Brian Boelk, representative of HBK Engineering, proposed a schedule and tentative plans for 
completing the Strategic Plan for Parks and Rec Capital Improvements. HBK will facilitate public 
input on the development of our six city parks. HBK will also produce site plans and cost estimates 
for each park and a phasing plan for implementation.  Boelk stated that public input will be 
gathered through a public input survey and through a charrette process.  Councilpersons Miller 
and Pierce asked that easements, the pipeline and flood plain are considered to ensure proper 
placement of recreational facilities. In response to a question on the timing of new amenities, City 
Administrator Muckler stated that taxpayers will make the decision as to funding and timing on 
new amenities.  He also added, for example, that the outdoor amenities (ballfields, parking, 
concession stand, trail, restrooms, playground etc.) for the proposed recreational complex in 
Pedersen Valley could be constructed in 2015 and opened as early 2016 if voters approved the 
funding. Resident Mike Colbert asked if the recreation center could be constructed first and 
Muckler stated that the City would proceed (assuming voter support for a LOST extension or 
general obligation bond) with the projects that are prioritized through the public input process. 
 
Motion by Ellyson to adjourn the work session, seconded by Miller. AYES: Ellyson, Miller, Oaks, 
Pierce, Shields. NAYS: None. Motion carried.  Work session adjourned at 6:34 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                      __________________________________                                                                  
                                                                                     Mark Worrell, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________________________ 
                Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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(The following is a synopsis of the minutes of the West Branch City Council meeting. The full text of the minutes is 
available for inspection at the City Clerk’s office. The minutes are not approved until the next regularly scheduled City 
Council meeting.) 
 
West Branch, Iowa   City Council Meeting   December 2, 2013 
Council Chambers  6:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Worrell opened the West Branch City Council meeting by welcoming the audience and the following City staff: 
City Administrator Matt Muckler, City Attorney Kevin Olson, Deputy City Clerk Dawn Brandt, Administrative Assistant 
Shanelle Peden, Library Director Nick Shimmin, Parks & Rec Director Melissa Russell, Police Chief Mike Horihan, Public 
Works Director Matt Goodale.  Council members: Jordan Ellyson, Colton Miller, Jim Oaks, Brian Pierce, and Tim Shields. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA/CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approve minutes from the November 18, 2013 City Council Meeting. 
b. Approve claims. 

Motion by Ellyson to approve, seconded by Miller.  AYES: Ellyson, Miller, Oaks, Pierce, Shields. NAYS: None. Motion 
carried. 
 

Date 12-2-2013 City of West Branch Claims Register Report   
Blue Cross Blue Shield Health/Dental Insurance 11,960.61 
Dearborn Insurance Life Insurance 53.80 
Deluxe Corporation Admin - Deposit slips 47.15 
EFTPS Federal W/H 5,965.82 
Hy-Vee  P&R-Supplies for soup dinner 299.50 
Iowa Dept. Of Revenue Payroll Expense 1,022.62 
IPERS IPERS 7,984.07 
Mediacom Admin - Service 40.90 
Payroll Expense Payroll Expense 11-22-13 26,021.57 
Pitney Bowes Admin - Ink & sealer 237.11 
Roger Laughlin Town Hall - Painting of ext. 11,900.00 
Shanelle M Peden Admin/Cable-Doc frames/Video 256.77 
Treasurer State Of Iowa State W/H Tax 2,151.00 
UPS Sewer - Shipping 50.34 
Wageworks Flex - HCFSA2013  128.19 
 Grand Total 68,119.45 
   
Fund Totals   
001   General Fund 24,881.35  
022 Civic Center 11,900.00  
031   Library 5,163.10  
110   Road Use Tax 80.07  
112   Trust And Agency 11,891.68  
600   Water Fund 7,504.93  
610   Sewer Fund 6,570.13  
950   BC/BS Flexible Benefit 128.19  
Grand Total 68,119.45  

 
COMMUNICATIONS/OPEN FORUM 
Mackenzie Krob, Main Street West Branch Director, reminded everyone of Christmas Past events that will be taking 
place this coming weekend and invited the public to attend. 
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PUBLIC HEARING/NON-CONSENT AGENDA 
Mayor Mark Worrell-Recognition of Dave’s Welding & Repair 
Mayor Worrell indicated that Dave’s Welding would be recognized at the December 16th, 2013 City Council meeting. 
 
Accept the resignation of Tim Shields from the Park & Recreation Commission 
Motion by Miller to approve the resignation of Tim Shields from the Park & Recreation Commission, second by Ellyson. 
AYES: Miller, Ellyson, Oaks, Pierce, Shields. NAYS: None. Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearing on proposed plans and specifications, proposed form of contract and estimate of cost for construction of 
Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation-Phase I for the City of West Branch, Iowa, and the taking of bids therefor 
Mayor Worrell opened the public hearing at 6:43 p.m.  Eric Gould, representative from Veenstra & Kimm, indicated that 
reducing inflow and infiltration through repair and replacement of the sanitary sewer system is a multi-phased plan with 
inspection and evaluation that correspond with each phase.  Point repairs on Phase I have been completed.  Necessary 
lining and grouting identified during the Phase I study will be completed by this project.  Councilperson Oaks asked 
Gould if he was comfortable with only one bid received.  Gould indicated that five total firms were sent bid information 
and only one responded. Councilperson Ellyson asked if rejecting bids would cause project delays.  Councilperson Miller 
remarked that he did not like to see a lack of multiple bids.  Councilperson Shields asked if the lack of bids is attributed 
to the specialization of the type of work.  Gould responded that the work is specialized and that while only one bid was 
received, that bid came from a reputable firm and was below the engineer’s estimate. Rebidding the project would, in 
his opinion, render a similar result and may delay the project. Mayor Worrell closed the public hearing at 6:46 p.m. 
 
Resolution 1163, accepting bids and awarding the contract for the Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation-Phase I project 
Motion by Shields to approve Resolution 1163, second by Ellyson. AYES: Shields, Ellyson, Miller, Oaks, Pierce. NAYS: 
None. Motion carried. 
 
Resolution 1165, approving the provision of brine to West Branch Village 
City Administrator Muckler indicated that the West Branch Mobile Home Village is considering the purchase of 
equipment to produce brine in the future and would like to evaluate its effectiveness.  In the meantime, West Branch 
Village inquired about purchasing brine from the City. Public Works Director Matt Goodale indicated that he evaluated 
the usage area of the West Branch Mobile Home Village and determined that $500 would cover the City’s costs even in 
the event of high use this winter.  Councilperson Oaks asked what the City will do to receive the funds from the West 
Branch Mobile Home Village. Goodale stated that the city would provide brine but not apply it. 
Motion by Shields to approve Resolution 1165, second by Pierce.  AYES: Shields, Pierce, Ellyson, Miller, Oaks. NAYS: 
None. Motion carried. 
 
CITY STAFF REPORTS 
Deputy City Clerk Dawn Brandt briefed the Council on new fees that the City’s healthcare provider, Wellmark, will be 
implementing per new federal health care regulations beginning January 2014.  Brandt added that the approximate 
additional cost would be $1,200.00 for the first quarter of 2014. After April 1, 2014, those fees will be included in the 
premium rates.  Council members suggested that the City should bear the cost of these fees until April 1st.  
 
Mayor Mark Worrell indicated that his father would be celebrating his 90th birthday on Sunday, December 15th at 10:00 
a.m. at the Brick Arch Winery in West Branch. He extended the invitation to anyone who would like to attend.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Miller to adjourn the meeting, second by Ellyson.  Motion carried on a voice vote.  City Council meeting 
adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
                                                                   __________________________________                                                                  
                                                                                     Mark Worrell, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________________________ 
                Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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 RESOLUTION NO. 1166 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NUMBER ONE, DECREASING THE 
CONTRACT AMOUNT BY $25,327.88, AND PARTIAL PAYMENT ESTIMATE NUMBER 
FIVE FOR WORK COMPLETED BETWEEN OCTOBER 12, 2013 AND NOVEMBER 15, 
2013 IN THE AMOUNT OF $63,737.88 TO RICKLEFS EXCAVATING, LTD. FOR THE 
WEST BRANCH LIFT STATION & FORCE MAIN PROJECT AND ACCEPTING THE 
PROJECT AS SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETED. 
 
 WHEREAS, Ricklefs Excavating, Ltd, of Anamosa, Iowa was awarded the construction 
contract for the West Branch Lift Station & Force Main Project (the “Project”) by the West 
Branch City Council on December 17, 2012; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Project Engineer Dave Schechinger, PE, with Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. has 
declared that said Project has now been completed in accordance with the drawings and 
specifications on the Project; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. has declared that said Project has now been 
completed based on observations during construction, certification by the material suppliers, 
testing performed, and an on-site review of the completed construction by Project Engineer Dave 
Schechinger, P.E.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is now necessary for the City Council to accept the aforementioned 
Project as substantially completed. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the West Branch, Iowa, 
that the West Branch Lift Station & Force Main Project be accepted as substantially completed.   
  
 * * * * * * * * 
 
 Passed and approved this 16th day of December, 2013. 
 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Mark Worrell, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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CITY OF WEST BRANCH 
COUNCIL ACTION REPORT 

 
MEETING DATE: 

 
December 16, 2013 

  
AGENDA ITEMS: 

 
7c & 7d 

     
DATE PREPARED: December 4, 2013   
    
STAFF LIAISON: Matt Muckler, City Administrator    
 
ACTION TITLES:   
Resolution 1167, approving agreement between Sacaba, LLC, Clean Energy, Inc. and the City of West 
Branch, IA. and Resolution 1168, approving the Clean Energy Site Plan.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Approve Resolutions 1167 & 1168.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
At the October 15, 2013 Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting, Jerry Felt, Project Manager with the 
Fiedler Group, representing Clean Energy, appeared and provided information to the Planning & Zoning 
Commission on the Clean Energy Project proposed for West Branch. 
 
At the November 18, 2013 Council Meeting, the City Council approved the final plat for Tidewater Heights 
Subdivision.  Clean Energy is requesting approval of a site plan for a proposed LNG fueling station to be 
located on lot 1 of the Tidewater Heights Subdivision.  Lot 1 consists of 1.49 acres. Both Sacaba LLC and 
Clean Energy have been made aware that road improvements will be necessary to accommodate this new 
development. City Engineer Dave Schechinger has worked with Pelds Engineering, representing Casey’s, 
to develop an improvements plan and an estimated cost of improvements for the Clean Energy site.  
 
At their December 3rd Commission Meeting, the Planning & Zoning Commission approved a 
recommendation to the City Council for the approval of the Clean Energy Site Plan. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Resolution 1167 
Agreement between Sacaba, LLC, Clean Energy, Inc. and the City of West Branch, IA. 
Tidewater Drive Street Improvements Plan 
Estimated Costs of Improvements – LNG Proposed Development 
Resolution 1168 
Clean Energy Letter, October 3, 2013 (2 Pages) 
Tidewater Heights Subdivision Final Plat 
Clean Energy LNG Fueling Station Site Plan 
Clean Energy LNG Fueling Station Overall Site Plan & Traffic Circulation Plan 
Photo of Clean Energy Fueling Station 
Proposed Conditions Drainage Area Map 
Existing Conditions Drainage Area Map 
Iowa DNR Notice of Intent (6 Pages)  
Erosion Control Plan 
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes, December 3, 2013 
 
Attached Separately – Clean Energy Plans 
Clean Energy LNG Emergency Response Plan (42 pages) 
2013 NFPA 52 Vehicular Gaseous Fuel Systems Code Analysis (23 Pages) 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (30 Pages) 
Storm Water Drainage Study (113 Pages) 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1167 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN SACABA, LLC, 
CLEAN ENERGY, INC. AND THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA. 
 
  WHEREAS, the City of West Branch, hereafter referred to as “CITY” will 
enter into an agreement with Casey’s Marketing Company for the reconstruction of 
Tidewater Drive (the “PROJECT”); and 
 

WHEREAS, Clean Energy, Inc., hereafter referred to as “LESSEE” is 
leasing property from Sacaba, LLC, hereafter referred to as “OWNER” and 
erecting a natural gas filling station on Lot 1 of the Tidewater Heights Subdivision; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, to that end, the OWNER and LESSEE have agreed to pay their 

share of the PROJECT; and 
 

  WHEREAS, the CITY, the LEESSEE and OWNER have all agreed that it 
is now necessary to enter into an agreement to outline the obligations of each party 
as it pertains to the construction of the PROJECT; and  
 
  WHEREAS, it is now necessary to approve said agreement. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City 
of West Branch, Iowa, that the aforementioned agreement is hereby approved.  
Further, the Mayor is directed to execute the agreement on behalf of the City. 
 
   Passed and approved this 16th day of December, 2013. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      Mark Worrell, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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Prepared by:  Kevin D. Olson, West Branch City Attorney, PO Box 5127, Coralville, Iowa 52241 (319) 351-2277 
Return to: City of West Branch, Attn: City Administrator, PO Box 218, West Branch, Iowa 52358 (319) 643-5888 
 

AGREEMENT 
 

  THIS AGREEMENT entered into by and between Sacaba, LLC, hereafter the 
“OWNER”; Clean Energy, Inc., hereafter referred to as “LESSEE” and Clean Energy; and the 
City of West Branch, Iowa, hereafter referred to as “CITY.” 
 
 WHEREAS, Sacaba, LLC, is the OWNER of the following described property in the City 
of West Branch, Iowa: 
 
 Lot 1, Tidewater Heights Subdivision, West Branch, Iowa (the “Property”) 
 
 WHEREAS, the LESSEE is leasing the Property from the OWNER and erecting a natural 
gas filling station on the Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the OWNER and LESSEE have agreed to pay its share of the reconstruction 
of Tidewater Drive (the “Project”) as part of the platting proceedings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the CITY will enter into an Agreement with Casey’s Marketing Company 
(“Casey’s”) to construct the Project. 
 
 WHEREAS, it is now necessary to enter into an agreement to outline the obligations of 
each party as it pertains to the construction of the Project. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 1. CITY shall cause the construction of the Project by Casey’s in strict compliance with 
plans and specifications approved by the West Branch City Engineer. 

 
2. CITY shall, after construction of said Project by Casey’s, shall submit an invoice to the 

OWNER and LESSEE for the costs associated with the construction of the Project adjacent to the 
Property.  The amount agreed to among the parties is $30,760.00.  
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3. The OWNER or LESSEE shall pay the amount of the invoice within 30 days for the 
Project to the CITY.  In the event that the OWNER fails to pay said invoice, the OWNER 
expressly consents to the CITY certifying said invoice amount to the Cedar County Treasurer for 
collection with real property taxes.  By its consent, the OWNER expressly waives its rights to 
notice, benefit or value as it pertains to special assessments as outlined in Chapter 384 of the 
Code of Iowa. 
 

4. All Notices required under this Agreement shall be deemed delivered, when placed in the U.S. 
Mail, postage prepaid, to the following address: 

 
 OWNER: 
 Sacaba, LLC 
 C/O Matt Hayek 
 Hayek Brown Moreland & Smith LLP 
 120 E. Washington Street 

Iowa City, IA 52240 
 
 LESSEE: 
 Clean Energy, Inc. 
 4675 MacArthur Court, Suite 300 
 Newport Beach, CA 92660 
 
 CITY: 
 City of West Branch, Iowa 
 ATTN:  City Administrator 
 PO Box 218, 110 N. Poplar Street 
 West Branch, Iowa 52358 
  

5. This obligations in this agreement shall run with the land and bind each party’s successors and 
assigns  

 
Dated this ____ day of ____________, 2013. 
 
OWNER:    CITY: 
 
 
__________________________ _________________________ 
Matthew J. Hayek, Manager  Mark Worrell, Mayor 
 
LESSEE:    ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ _________________________ 
     Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
__________________________ 
Print name and title 
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STATE OF IOWA, COUNTY OF CEDAR, ss: 
 
  On this                day of                              , 2013, before me, the undersigned, a Notary 
Public in and for the State of Iowa, personally appeared Mark Worrell and Matt Muckler, to me 
personally known, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that they are the Mayor and City Clerk, 
respectively, of the City of West Branch, Iowa; a municipal corporation; that the seal affixed to the 
foregoing instrument is the corporate seal of the corporation, and that the instrument was signed and 
sealed on behalf of the corporation, by authority of its City Council, as passed by Resolution of the 
City Council; and Mark Worrell and Matt Muckler acknowledged the execution of the instrument to 
be their voluntary act and deed and the voluntary act and deed of the corporation, by it voluntarily 
executed. 
 
 
        ______________________________ 
       A Notary Public in and for the 
       State of Iowa 
       My commission expires:          
 
 
 
 
STATE OF IOWA, COUNTY OF JOHNSON, ss: 
 
 On this ____ day of __________________, 2013, personally appeared Matthew J. Hayek, 
who executed this Agreement as Manager of Sacaba, LLC. 
. 

_______________________________ 
Notary Public  

 
 
 
 
STATE OF ___________________, COUNTY OF ______________, ss: 
 
 On this ____ day of __________________, 2013, personally appeared 
_____________________, who executed this Agreement as _________________ of Clean 
Energy, Inc. 
. 

_______________________________ 
Notary Public  
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LNG Proposed Development
Tidewater Drive 30-Oct-13
Roadway Improvement (South Side)
West Branch, Iowa

Description Unit
Estimated 
Quantities Unit Price Extended Price

1 8" PCC Pavement SY 271 45.00$                12,195.00$       
2 Modified Subbase CY 35  $               27.00 945.00$            
3 Earthwork CY 615 15.00$                9,225.00$         
4 Subdrain, Longitudinal 4" LF 165 5.00$                  825.00$            
5 Traffic Control LS 1 200.00$              200.00$            
6 Construction Staking LS 1 500.00$              500.00$            
7 Seeding / Erosion Control LS 1  $             750.00 750.00$            
8 Mobilization LS 1  $         1,000.00 1,000.00$         

(Items 1-8) 25,640.00$       
10% cont. 2,560.00           

10% Engineering 2,560.00           

Estimated Cost of Improvements

1

Total 30,760.00$      
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RESOLUTION NO. 1168 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CLEAN ENERGY SITE PLAN 

 
WHEREAS, the Fiedler Group has heretofore submitted a proposed Site Plan on behalf 

of Clean Energy, Inc. to erect a natural gas filling station on Lot 1 of the Tidewater Heights 
Subdivision (the “Project”); and 

 
WHEREAS, said Site Plan has heretofore been reviewed by City Staff, including the City 

Engineer; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Site Plan has been found to conform to West Branch Code of 

Ordinances; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of West Branch Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed the 

Site Plan and recommended its approval to the West Branch City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has approved Resolution 1167, approving an agreement 

between Sacaba, LLC, Clean Energy, Inc. and the City of West Branch, Iowa to outline the 
obligations of each party as it pertains to the reconstruction of Tidewater Drive; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is now necessary for the City Council to approve said Site Plan. 

 
NOW, THRERFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of West Branch, 

Cedar County, Iowa, that the aforementioned Site Plan for the Project be and the same are hereby 
accepted and approved. 

 
* * * * * * *  

Passed and approved this 16th day of December, 2013. 
 
 

________________________________ 
Mark Worrell, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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ENTITLEMENT PLAN SUBMITTAL - 10/02/201325



ENTITLEMENT PLAN SUBMITTAL - 10/02/201326



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



(These minutes are not approved until the next Commission meeting.) 
 

City of West Branch Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting 
December 3, 2013 

West Branch City Council Chambers, 110 North Poplar Street 
 
 

Chair Roger Laughlin opened the meeting of the West Branch Planning and Zoning Commission at 6:32 
p.m. by welcoming the audience, Zoning Board of Adjustment Chair Craig Walker, and the following City 
Staff: City Administrator Matt Muckler, Administrative Assistant Shanelle Peden, Public Works Employee 
Paul Stagg, Fire Chief Kevin Stoolman, City Attorney Kevin Olson, and City Engineer Dave Schechinger.  
Commission members Roger Laughlin (Chair), Helen Dauber, John Fuller, Trent Hansen, Lisa Schettler, and 
Gary Slach were present.  Commission member Molly Menard was absent. 
 
Motion by Laughlin to approve minutes from the October 15, 2013 meeting, second by Fuller. 
AYES: Laughlin, Fuller, Dauber, Hansen, Schettler, Slach. NAYS: None. Absent: Menard. Motion carried. 
 
Clean Energy-representative Ben Steckler of Fiedler Group spoke to the Commission regarding the 
proposed Site Plan.  Steckler indicated that Clean Energy allows movement of liquid natural gas which is 
better for the environment that diesel fuel and less expensive.  Commission member Fuller suggested that 
liquefied natural gas trucks are exempt from the gas tax.  Commission member Schettler asked about the 
specific location of the proposed liquefied natural gas distribution center.  City Engineer Schechinger 
commented that Clean Energy’s storm water and pollution prevention plans are adequate and in place 
for site development, however, the irrigation system needs some modifications.  Commission member 
Fuller asked about the volume and flow of truck traffic.  Steckler indicated that four lanes would be 
available, with approximately 200 trucks through the facility each day.  Steckler added that shutoff valves 
limit the risk exposure for catastrophe and the facility operates with ongoing monitoring and weekly 
emergency testing.  Chair Laughlin asked what training is available for the West Branch Fire Department.  
Steckler said that Clean Energy will offset some of the training costs for firemen to attend the Clean Energy 
fire training in Texas and that he would also conduct an exercise with the members of West Branch Fire 
Department onsite prior to opening the site for business.  Fire Chief Stoolman indicated that he contacted 
the State Fire Marshall for review of Clean Energy’s plan and its standard operating procedure. 
Motion by Fuller to approve Clean Energy Site Plan, second by Schettler.  AYES: Fuller, Schettler, Dauber, 
Hansen, Laughlin, Slach. NAYS: None. Absent: Menard. Motion carried. 
 
Approve one-year extension of Lot #1 Pedersen Valley, Part One Site Plan per Section 173.09 of the City 
Code of Ordinances-City Administrator Muckler indicated that builder Mike Furman contacted the City 
regarding an extension of Lot #1 in Pedersen Valley, Part One. 
Motion by Laughlin to approve one-year extension of Lot #1 Pedersen Valley, Part One Site Plan, second 
by Hansen.  AYES: Laughlin, Hansen, Dauber, Fuller, Schettler, Slach. NAYS: None. Absent: Menard. Motion 
carried. 
 
Approve zoning amendment recommendations to the City Council-Zoning Board of Adjustment Chair 
Walker presented recommendations developed by the Zoning Board of Adjustment during a work session 
on November 20, 2013.  Suggested recommendations from the Board include incorporating language to 
the City Code to include a provision for the Council to review and remand decisions back to the Board, 
amending City Code definitions of screens, fences, hedges, and retaining walls, correcting inconsistent 
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language between City Code sections 165.11 and 165.44, and amending City Code 165.44 to include 
specific requirements for retaining walls. 
 
Attorney Olson indicated that upon revision and completion of the amended recommendations, the 
Commission would need to hold a public hearing before approving the item and forwarding it to Council. 
Chair Laughlin stated that builders and homeowners should have the ability to construct a wall higher 
than 48 inches without having engineering review.  Commission member Fuller asked about the provisions 
for granting exceptions.  Public Works Employee Stagg commented that leaving exceptions causes more 
ambiguity when interpreting and enforcing the City Code.  The Commission came to a consensus regarding 
the zoning amendment recommendations and asked that City Administrator Muckler and Attorney Olson 
review and edit the suggestions prior to the next Commission meeting. 
 
Motion by Hansen to adjourn, second by Laughlin.  Motion carried on a voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 
8:40 p.m. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1169 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING A ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF LOT #1 PEDERSEN 
VALLEY, PART ONE SITE PLAN PER SECTION 173.09 OF THE CITY CODE. 
 

 
WHEREAS, Michael L. Furman had originally submitted a proposed Site Plan to 

construct a proposed eight unit multi-family residential building on Lot #1 Pedersen Valley, Part 
One, West Branch, Iowa; and 

 
WHEREAS, said proposed Site Plan had heretofore been reviewed by City Staff, 

including the City Engineer; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed Site Plan was found to conform to West Branch Code of 
Ordinances; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed Site Plan was approved by the West Branch Planning and 

Zoning Commission at their special meeting held on Tuesday June 26, 2012; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed Site Plan was approved by the West Branch City Council at 

their meeting held on July 16, 2012; and 
 
WHEREAS, Michael L. Furman was asked by a member of the West Branch City 

Council at their meeting held on July 16, 2012 to consider adding a commercial component to 
this development; and 

 
WHEREAS, Michael L. Furman submitted a revised site plan for a mixed-use 

development on this site; and 
 
WHEREAS, the revised Site Plan has heretofore been reviewed by City Staff, including 

the City Engineer; and 
 

WHEREAS, the revised Site Plan has been found to conform to West Branch Code of 
Ordinances; and 

 
WHEREAS, the revised Site Plan was approved by the West Branch Planning and 

Zoning Commission at their meeting held on Tuesday November 27, 2012 with the following 
four recommendations to amend the Conditional Zoning Agreement between the City of West 
Branch and Michael L. and Sherri P. Furman: 1) allow for nine residential units instead of eight, 
2) allow for three stories instead of two, 3) clarify that a mixed-use development will be allowed, 
and 4) clarify that since it is a mixed-use development, a 25-foot RB-1 front setback will be 
allowed; and 
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WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council has discussed the Conditional Zoning 
Agreement between the City of West Branch and Michael L. and Sherri P. Furman dated 
February 8, 1999; and 
 

WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council on December 17, 2012 approved Resolution 
1054 amending the conditional zoning agreement with Michael L. and Sherri P. Furman; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council on December 17, 2012 approved Resolution 

1056 approving the Lot #1 Pedersen Valley, Part One Site Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, Michael L. Furman contacted the West Branch City Council and Planning & 

Zoning Commission on November 3, 2013 with a request for the extension of the Lot #1 
Pedersen Valley, Part One Site Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 173.09 of the City Code of Ordinances allows for a one year 

extension to a site plan with approval from the City Council upon recommendation of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning & Zoning Commission voted in favor of providing for an 

extension at their December 3, 2013 Commission Meeting; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is now necessary for the City Council to approve an extension to said Site 

Plan. 
 

NOW, THRERFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of West Branch, 
Cedar County, Iowa, that the aforementioned Site Plan for the Project be and the same are hereby 
extended until December 16, 2014. 

 
* * * * * * *  

Passed and approved this 16th day of December, 2013. 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Mark Worrell, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Matt Muckler, City Administrator/Clerk 
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Hi Matt,  
 
This email is formal notice that I will be resigning from the West Branch Planning and Zoning 
Commission effective December 18, as we are moving out of town shortly thereafter. I have 
enjoyed my time with the commission and have learned a lot. Best of luck to you all in the 
future. West Branch is a great little town! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Lisa Schettler 
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Holiday Trash Pick-Up - Saturday December 28th and Saturday January 4th 

Due to the Christmas and New Years Holidays, trash and recycling will be picked up in West 
Branch on Saturday December 28, 2013 and Saturday January 4, 2014. All recycling and 
garbage should be placed at the curb no later than 6:00 a.m. on each Saturday morning. 

Please note that the West Branch Public Library, Park & Recreation Department and the City 
Offices will be closed Tuesday December 24th, Wednesday, December 25th and Wednesday 
January 1st for the holidays.  Please contact the City Office at (319) 643-5888 with any questions 
that you may have. 
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